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TO  JAMES  RUSSELL,  ESQ. 


PROFESSOR  OF  CLINICAL  SURGERY  IN  THE  UNIVERSITY 

OF  edin!burgh. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

.  IF  the  folloxtmg  Observations  had  been  of  that 
importance  in  respect  of  science,  as  to  have  made  a 
particular  Dedication  of  them  necessary,  or  proper  ; 
and  if  I  had  been  to  select  a  Patron  of  distinguished 
literary  endoxvments,  and  of  extensive  and  correct 
professional  acquirements,  there  is  no  one  who  icould 
have  sooner  occurred  to  me  than  yourself 

Sentiments,  however,  prompting  an  address  less 
formal,  and  therefore,  I  trust,  to  you  not  less  agree- 
able, induce  me,  in  a  manner  more  familiar  and  more 
sincere,  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  you  for  many 
instances  of  your  private  friendship  ;  and  to  thank 
you  for  the  encouragement  you  gave  me  on  the  pre- 
sent occasioji,  without  which,  I  probably  neither  would 
have  undertaken,  nor  have  accomplished  this  little 
-work.    I  am, 

Dear  Sir, 

JVith  much  regard. 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 
JAMES  HAMILTON. 

EDINBDRGU,  7 

Itt  Nn-  1805.  y 
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Page     7.  Line   9.    For,  ideofyncracy,  read,  idiofyncracy. 

.  89.   8.    For,  irritation,  read,  imitation. 

-    g^,  4.    From  bottom,  for,  It  is  now  fufilcient  to 

fay,  read,  It  is  now  difficult  to  fay. 
_  2.    From  bottom,  for,  I  the  courfe,  read,  Ih 

the  courfe 

q8.  ____   g.    For,  ceteris  paribus,  read,  caeteris  paribus. 

10^.   For,  acrid,  read,  acid. 

108.  8, 10.  For,  which  have,  read,  which  has. 

112  16.    For,  genitalfy  ftems,  read,  genital  fyftems 

1 74.   13.    After  fyllem(.)— then,  The  cure  of  &c. 

tl6.  14.    After  known (.) 

Ii8.  6.    For,  importer,  read,  impoftor 

—   2.    From  bottom,  for  pythogonomic,  read,  pa- 
thognomonic. 
For,  continual,  read,  continued. 

126   Dele,  "  The"  . 

1 2 1.   5.  From  bottom,  for,  patients,  read,  patient. 

123.   2.  For,  o,  read,  of. 

12  5.   A.  From  bottom,  for, arreft,  read,  and  arreft. 

i^^*    8.  From  bottom,  for,  he  dread,  read,  the  dread. 

.  182.   8.  For,  and  good,  read,  of  good. 

.  j8q    3^  For,  airynefs,  read,  airinefs, 

.  I«Q.   6.    5th.  niould  immediately  precede,  No  ftool. 

.  234.   5.  From  bottom,  for,  ex  cyatho,  aquse,  read, 

ex  cyatho  aquas,  , 

.  239.  1  2 .  Frombottom,  iov^duoaecim, read,  duodecim. 
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As  the  doQrine  which  I  maintain,  with  refped  to 
the  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines,  may  have  the 
appearance  of  novelty  j  in  order  to  obviate  any  pre- 
judice, it  is  therefore  incumbent  on  mc  to  ftate  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  the  opinions  which  I  entertain 
upon  this  fubjedl,  and  to  produce  the  fads  on  which 
the  pradice  which  I  recommend  is  founded. 

With  this  view,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  pre- 
fumptuous,  to  give  fome  account  of  the  opportuni- 
ties which  I  have  enjoyed,  for  colleding  accurate  and 
extenfive  information,  in  the  different  difeafes  of 
which  I  treat  in  the  following  Obfervations. 

a  4.  I  have 
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I  have  occupied  places  of  profeflional  trufl:  and  re* 
fponfibility  in  Edinburgh  for  upwards  of  thirty  years. 
During  the  whole  of  this  period,  I  have  difcharged 
the  duties  of  Phyfician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  to 
George  Heriot's  Hofpital,  and  to  the  Merchants  and 
Trades  Hofpitals  of  this  city. 

In  the  midfl:  of  the  conftant,  and  fometimes  labo- 
rious occupation,  in  which,  in  confequence  of  being 
placed  in  thefe  fituations,  I  have  been  engaged,  .my 
attention  was,  many  years  ago,  attracted  to  the  pur- 
gative effed  of  medicines  given  in  Typhus  fever. 
The  fads  which  then  prefented  themfelves  to  my  no- 
tice, induced  me  to  repeat  thefe  medicines  again  and 
again  j  till,  by  flow  advances,  I  at  laft  acquired  con- 
fidence in  the  pradice.  Many  opportunities  have 
fince  occurred  to  me  of  confirming  thefe  obfervations, 
which,  in  my  apprchenfion,  clearly  eftablifli  the 
fafety  and  utility  of  giving  purgative  medicines  in 
the  courfe  of  Typhus  fever,  under  the  limitations 
which  I  point  out. 

I  was  afterwards  difpofed  to  judge  favourably  of 
the  fame  praftice  in  Scarlatina  ;  and  the  utility  of  it 
in  this  difeafe  has  been  confirmed  by  much  experi- 
(cncew 
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Thus  my  views  refpefting  the  ufe  of  purgative 
medicines  became  more  and  more  extended  ;  and, 
in  procefs  of  time,  I  employed  thefe,  with  a  freedom 
not  ufual,  but  with  manifeft  advantage,  in  feveral 
other  difeafes. 


My  own  experience  of  the  utility  of  this  pradllce, 
is  the  circumftance  which  encourages  me  to  purfue 
it  with  fteadinefs.  But  to  infpire  others  with  the 
fame  degree  of  confidence,  it  will  be  requifite  to  ad- 
duce the  proofs  which  have  fatisfied  me  of  its  fuperi- 
ority  to  that  in  common  ufe. 

The  number,  the  authenticity,  and  the  appofite 
application  of  the  cafes  inferted  in  the  Appendix, 
will,  I  truft,  prove  fufficient  to  eftablifh  the  found' 
nefs  of  the  principles  upon  which  I  proceed,  and  to 
fatisfy  the  moft  fceptical.  Many  of  thefe  cafes  are 
thofe  of  patients,  who  have  been  under  my  own  care 
in  the  Infirmary ;  and  they  are  tranfcribed  from  the 
records  of  that  inftitution,  by  the  permifilon  of  the 
managers.  To  fhew  the  confequence  and  authentl- 
city  of  thefe  cafes,  I  fhall  mention  fome  particulars 
relative  to  the  arrangement  of  medical  pradice  in 
the  Hofpital. 
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The  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh  had  already  attained 
a  high  and  deferved  reputation  as  a  fchool  of  medi- 
cine, when  the  Royal  Infirmary  was  opened  in  the 
year  1741.  It  was  foon  perceived,  that  the  Univer- 
fity and  the  Infirmary  might  be  made  to  afford  mu- 
tual and  valuable  aid  to  one  another.  The  medical 
education,  it  was  evident,  would  be  rendered  more 
complete,  by  giving  the  ftudents  of  the  Univerfity 
accefs  to  the  Infirmary,  where  they  might  learn  the 
praftical  part  of  their  profeffion  j  while  the  funds  of 
the  Hofpital  would  be  augmented  by  the  fees  which 
the  ftudents  xvould  pay  for  the  liberty  thus  granted 
to  them  to  vifit  the  patients,  and  obferve  the  praftice 
as  condutted  in  it. 

Accordingly,  arrangements  refpeding  the  detail  of 
pradice  in  the  Hofpital,  fuited  to  thefe  views,  were 
made  ;  which,  while  they  fecured  to  the  patients 
benefits  fuperior,  I  believe,  to  what  are  experienced 
in  moft  fimilar  inftitutions,  at  the  fame  time  afforded 
to  the  medical  ftudent  opportunities  of  acquiring  the 
praftical  knowledge  of  his  profelTion,  feldom  to  be 
found  in  other  Hofpitals. 

By  the  regulations  of  the  Managers,  the  Phyficians 
of  the  Royal  Infirmary  give  regular  daily  attendance, 
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at  a  certain  hour  ;  take  the  full  charge  of  their  re- 
fpeftive  patients,  and  interpofe  diredtly  in  every  cir- 
cumftance  relative  to  the  condud  of  their  cure. 

The  tv7o  phyficians  named  by  the  managers,  have 
an  equal  fhare  of  duty,  and  divide  the  patients  equal- 
ly betvs^een  them. 

A  clerk  is  attached  to  each  phyfician.  He  is  com- 
monly a  young  gentleman,  who  is  advanced  in  his 
ftudies.  He  refides  in  the  Hofpital,  and  has  a  ge- 
neral fuperintendence  of  the  patients,  who  are  under 
the  charge  of  the  phyfician,  with  whom  he  is  con- 
ne£ted.  Befides  other  duties,  it  is  his  bufinefs  to 
prepare  a  written  account  of  the  fymptoms  of  thofe 
patients,  who  fall  under  the  care  of  the  phyfician, 
whofe  clerk  he  is.  He  inferts  this  account  in  the 
journal  book,  and  reads  it  to  the  phyfician  at  the  bed- 
fide  of  the  patient,  on  the  following  daily  vifit. 

The  phyfician  either  admits  this  account  fimply, 
or  makes  additions  and  alterations,  as  he  may  think 
proper. 

Regular  reports  of  the  fubfequent  ftate  of  the 
fymptoms ;  of  the  remedies  prefcribed,  and  of  the 
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cfFedls  of  thefe,  are  given  daily,  or  as  often  as  the 
chronic  nature  of  the  cafe,  may  make  them  neceffary. 
Thefe  reports  are  the  refuk  of  the  accounts,  which 
the  patients  give  of  themlelves,  or  of  the  accounts 
•which  are  received  from  the  nurfes,  or  of  both  to- 
gether; they  are  dictated  by  the  phyfician  to  his 
clerk,  who  at  the  time,  enters  them  into  the  journal 
book. 

All  thefe  proceedings  take  place  in  public,  in  the 
prefence,  and  in  the  hearing,  of  a  number  of  young 
gentlemen,  who  attend  the  Hofpital,  many  of  whom 
are  competent  judges  of  what  is  going  forward. 

Thus,  the  phyfician  muft  include,  in  his  reports, 
all  the  circumftances,-  as  they  arife  in  particular  cafes ; 
circumftances  over  which  he  has  no  controul,  and 
which  muft  inevitably  direft  his  praftice.  Further, 
the  phyfician  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  in  confequence 
of  his  attendance  every  day,  is  enabled  to  follow  out 
his  praaice,  with  peculiar  precifion  and  accuracy  ; 
to  do  which,  he  is  alfo  ftimulated  by  the  intereft 
which  he  cannot  but  take  in  his  patients,  frequently 
friendlefs  ftrangers  ;  and,  by  the  unavoidable  publi- 
city of  his  whole  procedure  refpeding  them,  which 
places  him  often  in  delicate  and  trying  fituations. 

Cafes 
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Cafes  then  of  this  defcription,  which,  in  their  pro- 
^refs,  cannot  be  perverted  to  particular  purpofes,  and 
which  cannot  afterwards  be  altered,  by  any  retro- 
fpedive  emendation  of  the  praditionf:;r,  polTefs  an  au- 
thenticity peculiar  to  thcmfelves ;  and  in  the  efla- 
bhfhing  of  medical  fafts,  may  be  produced  as  an  au- 
thority, that  cannot  be  controverted.  Indeed,  I  ef- 
teem  myfelf  fortunate  in  having  documents  of  this 
kind  to  adduce,  in  fupport  of  a  practice,  which  may 
be  thought  to  require  all  the  confirmation  which  the 
mod  incontrovertible  evidence  can  afford.  Thefe 
cafes  inferted  in  the  different  numbers  of  the  Appen- 
dix, are  dated  from  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

Again,  in  further  fupport  of  the  exhibition  of  pur- 
gatives, in  the  difeafes  of  which  I  treat,  I  infert  iu  the 
proper  numbers  of  the  Appendix,  hiflories  of  cafes 
from  my  private  praftice  and  although  thefe  arc 
not  fupported  by  the  fame  public  teftimony,  as  thofe 
which  are  extrafted  from  the  records  of  the  Hofpital, 
yet  I  trufl  they  will  be  received  with  all  the  credit 
due  to  cafes,  which  reft  upon  the  authority  of  any 
individual  praftitioner. 

The  favour  of  my  friends,  who  have  had  the 
goodnefs  to  oblige  me  with  communications  from 

their 
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their  private  pradice,  likewife  enables  me  to  give 
farther  evidence  of  the  utility  of  the  plan  which  I 
recommend.  This  is  the  more  gratifying  to  me,  as 
it  thus  appears,  that  gentlemen  of  high  profeffional 
refpedability,  approve  and  adopt,  in  the  inftances  to 
which  their  communications  refer,  the  pradice  which 
I  have  endeavoured  to  introduce. 

Before  I  conclude  thefe  preliminary  remarks,  I 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  I  do  not  willingly  obtrude 
myfelf  on  the  public,  in  the  charader  of  an  author  ; 
but  different  reafons  concur  to  overcome  my  back- 
wardnefs  to  do  fo,  and  even  to  render  a  full  expofi- 
tion  of  my  pradice,  a  meafure  of  prudence  and  of 
felf-defence.    A  number  of  intelligent,  well-inform- 
ed  young  gentlemen,  who  attend  the  Hofpital,  have 
become  converts  to  the  free  exhibition  of  purgaUve 
medicines,  which  they  have  feen  me  employ  with  fo 
much  advantage.    By  this  means,  the  peculiarities  of 
my  pradice  here,  have  palfed  filently  into  the  world, 
unexplained  and  unfupported  by  the  proofs  and  il- 
luftrations  which  it  was  in  my  power  to  produce  ; 
they  have  been  partially  noticed  in  one  periodical 
publication  ;  and  made  the  fubjed  of  hafty  and  mif- 
taken  criticifm  in  another.     Dreading,  therefore, 
that  under  thefe  difadvantageous  circumftances,  the 
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praftice  might  be  prejudged,  and  of  courfe,  negle£l- 
ed,  I  have  endeavoured  to  procure  for  it  a  fair  and 
unprejudiced  hearing,  by  placing  it  before  the  public, 
in  my  own  words.  To  the  public  decifion  I  will 
fubmit,  with  deference  and  refpeO: ;  at  the  fame 
time,  I  rely  with  confidence  on  its  impartiality ; 
and  truft,  that  no  perfon  of  charafter  will  condemn 
the  praclice,  which  I  now  recommend,  till  after  re- 
peated trials,  agreeably  to  the  plan,  which  I  have  my 
felf  obferved. 
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THE  rapid  and  extenfive  fale  of  the  Firft  Edition 
of  thefe  obfervations,  is,  I  truft,  an  indication  of  the 
favourable  opinion  which  the  public  in  general  en- 
tertain of  the  work.    I  have  alfo  the  fatisfadion  to 
be  honoured  with  letters  from  gentlemen  of  the  firft 
profeffional  eminence  in  the  capital  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  expreffing  the  moft  unquali- 
fied  approbation  of  the  doftrines  and  pradice  which  I 
have  endeavoured  to  eftablifli  refpefting  the  ufe  and 
adminiftration  of  Purgative  Medicines. 

This  reception,  which  fo  far  exceeds  what  my  moft 
fangume  expedations  would  have  allowed  me  to  hope 
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for,  may,  perhaps,  be  afcribed  in  a  great  meafure  to 
the  indulgence  which  is  due  to  every  publication 
which  profeffes  merely  to  communicate  the  refult  of 
long  and  patient  experience.    At  the  fame  time,  I 
mufl  confider  the  refpedable  nature  of  the  teftimo- 
nials,  and  the  great  number  of  them,  as  affording  a 
flrong  prefumption  in  favour  of  the  juftnefs  of  the 
opinions  which  1  have  advanced.  To  myfelf,  at  leaft, 
they  prefent  a  moft  powerful  confirmation  of  what 
experience  had  fuggefted  ;  and  have  encouraged  me 
to  proceed  with  confidence  and  alacrity  to  prepare  a 
Second  Edition,  which  the  Bookfellers  informed  me 
fome  time  ago,  was  required. 

I  have  exerted  all  the  diligence  and  attention  which 
the  fliortnefs  of  the  time  admitted  of,  to  correft  and 
enlarge  this  Edition  ;  as  I  am  fenfible  that  it  is  in  this 
way  only,  that  I  can  acquit  myfelf  of  my  obligations- 
to  the  public,  and  teftify  my  gratitude  for  their  can- 
dour  towards  me. 

'  lhave  made  fbme  alterations  and  additions,  which 
I  will  briefly  notice. 

I  have  fuppreffed  a  few  obfervations,  which,  while 
thev  were  of  little  importance,  have  excited  a  diver- 
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fity  of  opinion,  which  might  require  fome  difcuffion 
to  fupport.  This  difcuffion,  on  fubjeds  not  necef- 
fary  to  my  argument,  muft  have  appeared  frivolous 
to  fome,  and  have  proved  tedious  to  all. 

I  have  changed  the  arrangement  of  my  fubjed  ; 
and  although  the  different  chapters  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  fo  many  diftindl  elfays,  yet  they  are  now  placed 
in  a  fomewhat  fyftematic  form.  In  making  this  change, 
however,  I  have  been  guilty  of  one  improper  antici- 
pation, which  I  did  not  difcover  in  time  to  remedy 
completely.  The  chapter  on  chlorofis  now  precedes 
that  on  chorea,  while  in  explaining  the  practice  in 
the  former,  I  make  a  reference  to  that  in  the  latter. 
To  obviate  any  difficulty  that  may  arife  from  this 
tranfpofition  ;  the  obfervations  on  chorea  may  be  per- 
ufcd  previous  to  thofe  on  chlorofis. 

The  form  of  the  typography  in  the  appendix,  will, 
I  hope,  be  found  to  be  improved.  This  improve- 
ment would  not  indeed  deferve  to  have  been  noticed, 
were  it  not  that  the  proofs  of  the  utility  of  purgative 
medicines  are  chiefly  deduced  from  the  hillory  of  the 
cafes  contained  in  the  appendix.  The  fame  cafes  al- 
fo  afford  means  of  acquiring  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
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the  adminiftratlon  of  purgatives.  It  is  therefore  of 
importance  to  facilitate  the  perufal  of  narratives  con- 
feffedly  dry  and  unentertaining,  and  to  render  them 
more  pleasant  and  accessible. 

I  have  withdrawn  fome  cafes  from  the  appendix  to 
the  former  edition,  and  have  added  others  ;  and  I 
have  occafionally  inferted  remarks  and  obfervations 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  former  edition  ; 
though  thefe  are  not  of  fufficient  importance  to  me- 
rit  particular  notice  here. 

The  material  additions  which  I  have  made,  confifl 
of  a  chapter  on  hyfleria,  and  of  one  on  tetanus,  with 
an  appendix  to  each,  containing  cafes  of  both  difeafes. 
But  as  thefe  are  now  before  the  public  for  the  firft 
time,  it  behoves  me  to  obferve  a  refpedful  filence 
with  regard  to  them. 

As  thefe  chapters,  with  their  correfponding  appen- 
dixes, admit  of  being  publiflied  in  a  detached  form, 
I  have  direded  them  to  be  printed  feparately ;  they 
will  thus  make  a  fmall  brochure,  to  be  had  of  the 
publifliers,  for  the  convenience  of  the  purchafers  of 
the  firft  edition,  who  may  choofe  this  accommoda- 
tion. 

EDINBURGH,  > 
MAY  iSt.  1806.  5 
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'VERY  Phyfician,  in  the  commencement  of  his 
profeflional  purfuits,  is  neceffarily  guided  by  the  opi- 
n-ons  which  he  has  formed  in  the  fcliools;  by  the 
fentiments  of  the  authors  whom  he  has  chiefly  con- 
fulted,  and  by  the  example  of  thofe  whofe  praftice 
he  has  propofed  to  himfelf  to  follow.  Subfequent 
mformation,  however,  and  new  difcoveries,  and  the 

^  experience 
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experience  Which  he  gains  by  perfonal  intercourfe 
with  tlie  fick;  may  difpofe  him,  fooncr  or  latter,  to 
make  feme  change  in  his  more  early  opinions  and 
praaice.    Hence  the  fcience  of  medicine  has  been 
reproached  with  being  ftuauating  and  uncertain ;  but 
in  my  apprehenfion  with  no  good  reaton.    It  would 
be  more  candid  to  confider  it  as  in  a  (late  of  improve- 
ment, in  which  it  has  advanced  in  proportion  to  the 
genius  and  learning  which  its  cultivators  have  poffefs- 
ed  ;  or  according  as  the  fplrit  of  prevailing  ph.lofo- 
phies,  always  interwoven  with  reafoning  in  med.cme, 
has  been  favourable  to  its  progrefs  or  otherwife. 

The  change  in  opinion  and  praBice,  to  which  I 
allude,  is  always  for  the  better,  provided  the  praa.- 
tioner  poffeffes  good  fenfe,  induftry  and  talents  for 
obfervation.    It  Is  the  natural  confequence  of  the 
fituation  in  which  he  is  placed,  and  neither  md.cates 
the  want  of  fteadinefs  on  his  part,  nor  of  cemm.y 
in  his  profeflion.    So  th.,t  to  reprefent  the  prafece  of 
medicine  as  Variable  from  the  change  of  opimon,  m- 
reparable  from  the  progrefs  of  medical  .mprovemen^, 
/to  take  an  unfair  and  a  parttal  vtew  of  th  cafe 
M  th.  principal  employments  of  life  are  habb  to 
til-  objeaion,  on  the  fame  grounds,  and  w.th  equal 

juftice. 

Several 
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Several  circumftances  indeed  connefted  with  the 
fcience  of  medicine,  have  retarded  its  improvement, 
and  given  a  plaufibility  to  this  charge  of  uncertainty  ; 
and  none  more  than  the  different  theories  which 
have  been  advanced  in  explanation  of  the  phenome- 
na of  the  animal  fyflem  in  health  and  in  difeafe. 

As  the  frame  and  bent  of  the  human  mind  render 
theory  unavoidable  ;  and  as  theory  in  medicine  will 
be  fafe  and  ufeful  in  proportion  as  it  is  free  from 
error ;  it  is  of  confequence  to  afcertain  the  caufes 
of  thofe  errors  to  which  it  is  expofed. 

Errors  in  theoretical  medicine  may  be  referred,  in 
the  firft  place,  to  the  hafly  conclufions  which  the 
earlier  Phyficians  drew  from  the  few  fads  whith 
were  known  to  them  ;  and  to  the  fafcinating  pro- 
penfity  to  form  fyftems,  upon  data  too  Hmitcd  in 
number,  and  often  contradiftory. 

In  the  fecond  place,  phyficians  have  been  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  the  eftablilliment  of  true  theory,  from  not 
having  had  fufficiently  comprehenfive  views  of  the 
different  organs  and  funftions  of  the  animal  body. 
To  this  circumftance  is  owing  the  rife  of  the  humo- 
ral, the  chemical,  the  mechanical,  and  of  the  ner- 
vous pathologies,  as  diftind  fyftems.    Had  the  dog- 

^  2  matifts 
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matifts  cautioufly  embraced  the  views,  which  each 
of  thefe  fyftems  prefents,  and  combined  them,  we 
might  have  enjoyed  a  more  perfect,  becaufe  a  more 
comprehenfive  fyftem  of  medicine. 

In  the  third  place,  a  ftrong  paflion  for  diftindion 
and  fame  in  the  profelTors  of  medicine  themfelves, 
has  counterafted  the  utility  which  might  have  been 
derived  from  the  fortunate  combination  of  thefe 
fyftems.    The  glory  of  forming  a  new  theory,  and 
of  conftituting  a  new  sera  in  medicine,  has  feduced 
the  leaders  of  each  fucceeding  fed  to  an  attempt  of 
fetting  afide  the  doftrines  of  their  predecelTors,  in 
order  that  their  own  particular  fyftem  might  be  more 
firmly  eftabliflied,  and  might  fliine  with  unrivalled 
luftre. 

In  the  fourth  place,  the  dogmatifts  in  forming 
their  fyftems,  have  often  adopted  certain  data,  which 
reft  only  on  fpecious  reafoning,  a  priori,  and  are 
Supported  neither  by  fads  nor  obfervation.  This 
circumftance,  has  as  much  as  any  other,  greatly  re- 
tarded  the  improvement  of  medical  knowledge.  It 
has  introduced  much  falfe  reafoning  and  obfcure 
language  into  medicine  ;  whence,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
and  to  be  regretted,  that  erroneous,  and  therefore 
HOtharmlefs  praOical  conclufions  have  been  drawn. 

I  do 
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I  do  not  officioufly  or  willingly  point  out  what  I 
conceive  to  have  been  the  grounds  of  miftake  in  me- 
dicine. I  venerate  the  learning  and  ingenuity  of  our 
predeceflbrs,  which  contributed  to  procure  for  the 
medical  art,  a  name  and  a  confequence  in  the  efti- 
mation  of  mankind.  If,  however,  they  have  failed 
in  fome  things,  we  ought  to  take  a  leflbn  from  this 
failure,  and  by  fhunning  the  fpecious  fallacy  of  hafty 
generalization,  and  by  having  recourfe  to  a  diligent, 
accurate,  and  minute  enquiry  after  fadls,  which 
enquiry,  the  ftate  of  medicine  demands  of  us,  endea- 
your  to  promote  its  beft  and  truell  interefts. 


I  MAKE  thefe  obfervations  as  an  apology,  if  one 
be  neceffary,  for  my  having  occafionally,  in  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations,  difregarded  prevalent  and  fa- 
fhionable  doOirines  of  the  fchools  ;  and  for  my  hav- 
ing departed  from  the  ufual  routine  of  praflice  in 
refpeft  of  the  adminiftration  of  purgative  medicines. 
A  habit  which  I  early  acquired  of  attending  to  the 

A  3  means 
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niG^ins  of  fupporting,  and  of  reftoring  the  healthy 
q(5lion  of  the  ftomach  and  iuteflinal  canal,  has  led 
me  to  confider  this  fubjed  with  minute  attention. 

The  importance  of  the  fundions  of  the  flomach 

and  inteftines  is  commonly  known  and  admitted. 

means  of  thefe  funftions  our  food  is  received, 

digefted,  affimilated,  and  carried  under  the  form 

of  a  nutritious  fluid  into  the  fyftem. 

» 

Befides,  fympathy  as  it  is  called,  conneds  the  flo- 
mach and  bowels  with  other  parts  of  the  complicat- 
ed animal  ftrufture,  and  ftrengthens  the  influence 
which  thefe  organs  maintain  over  the  comfort,  the 
health,  and  the  life  of  every  individual.  Hence  it 
is  obvious,  that  diforders  of  the  flomach  and  bowels 
muft  greatly  aff"e£t  the  fyftem  at  large  ;  and  that  in 
proportion  to  the  duration  and  feverity  of  thefe  dif- 
orders, the  affection  of  the  general  habit  will  be 
more  or  lefs  ferious  and  affliding. 

There  is  certainly  nothing  new  in  the  obfervation, 
that  the  confliipated  and  loaded  ftate  of  the  intefl:inal 
canal,  is  a  common  caufe  of  general  bad  health. 
But  when  I  go  the  length  of  faying,  that  this  fliate 
generally  accompanies,  and  aggravates  the  other 
fymptoms  of  fever  j  that  it  is  d,\fo  the  immediate 

caufe 
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caufe  of  certain  diforders  peculiar  to  children  and 
young  people,  I  am  confcious  that  I  advance  opi- 
nions in  which  there  is  confiderable  novelty  ;  but 
in  which  I  truft  the  following  flieets  will  fatisfy  the 
medical  reader,  that  there  is  alfo,  at  leafl;  an  equal 
degree  of  foundncfs. 

I  have  alfo  obferved,  that  in  mature  age,  ^d  in 
the  decline  of  life,  fymptoms,  which  are  attributed 
to  previous  irregularities^  to  ideofyncracy,  to  here- 
ditary difpofition,  to  difeafe,  and  to  approaching  old 
age,  frequently  arife  from  conftipation  of  the  bowels, 
or  are  intimately  connected  with  it.  The  confidera- 
tion  however  of  thefe  is  but  partly  comprehended  in 
my  prefent  undertaking.  ^. 

Thus  I  have  learned,  that  a  knowledge  how  to 
regulate  the  alvine  evacuation,  coullitutes  much  of 
the  prophylactic  part  of  medicine ;  and  hence  how 
necelTary  it  is  to  advife  thofe,  who  either  wifh  to  pre- 
ferve  good  health,  or  who  arp  in  queft  of  the  loft 
treafure,  to  attend  to  this  circumftance. 

It  may  be  proper,  on  fome  occafions,  to  propofe 
to  them  to  forfake  the  haunts  and  habits  of  fafhion- 
able  life,  to  leave  the  crowded  city,  alluring  amufe- 
mcnts,  or  ferious  occupations,  conducted  in  airlefs 

A  4  or 
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or  even  in  tainted  rooms,  to  fhun  luxurious  tables, 
indolence  and  late  hours  j  to  retrace  the  footfteps 
by  which  they  have  deviated  from  fimple  nature  ; 
and  to  court  the  country,  pure  air,  moderate  exer^ 
cife  and  fimple  diet. 

This  advice,  however,  cannot  be  always  followed, 
and  it  may  not  always  remove  coftivenefs  and  the 
ills  which  proceed  from  it.  In  this  cafe,  as  well  as 
in  the  coftivenefs  which  accompanies  difeafe,  the 
interpofition  of  purgative  medicines  will  be  necef" 
fary. 

In  infancy  the  alvine  evacuation  is  more  abundant, 
more  frequent,  and  more  fluid  than  in  after  periods 
of  life.  In  mature  years,  the  belly  is  generally  mov- 
ed once  in  twenty-four  hours.  In  the  healthy  ftate 
the  feces,  although  foft,  preferve  a  form  too  well 
known  to  require  defcription  ;  they  are  of  a  yellow 
colour,  and  they  give  out  a  certain  odour.  But 
when  the  feces  are  evacuated  lefs  frequently  than  the 
age  of  a  perfon  requires  ;  when  they  are  indurated  ; 
when  their  natural  colour  is  changed,  and  when  they 
acquire  peculiar  fetor,  they  indicate  derangement  of 
the  ftomach  and  bowels,  whence  the  approach  of 
difeafe,  if  difeafe  be  not  already  formed,  may  be 
apprehended. 

I  am 
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I  am  not  ignorant  that  coftivenefs,  even  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent,  will  prevail  in  robuft  and  otherwife 
healthy  people,  without  immediate  injury.  In  fuch 
inftances,  the  circulating  and  abforbent  fyftems  are 
adive  and  powerful ;  in  confequence  of  which  the 
fluid  contents  of  the  inteftines,  may  be  fo  quickly 
and  fo  completely  abforbed,  as  to  leave  a  compara- 
tively fmall  mafs,  incapable  from  its  bulk,  of  giving 
a  ftimulus  fufficient  to  excite  the  propenfity  to  eva- 
cuate the  bowels  ;  but  which,  by  gradual  and  flow 
accumulation,  acquires  this  bulk,  and  is  at  lafl;  voided 
under  the  appearance  of  an  indurated  ftool. 

This  conftitutional  coftivenefs  is  of  dangerous  ten- 
dency, and  however  defirable  it  may  be  to  redify  it, 
the  confideration  of  it  is  not  comprehended  in  my 
prefent  plan,  which  embraces  only  a  few  difeafes,  of 
which,  I  confider  coftivenefs  to  be  the  caufe,  or  in 
which  I  apprehend  it  to  be  a  leading  or  permanent 
fymptom. 

In  profecuting  my  fubjefl,  when  I  oppofe  the  opi- 
nions of  refpeftable  authors,  I  truft  I  fhall  fpeak  with 
the  deference  and  refped  which  I  feel  to  be  due  to 
them.  And  when  I  propofe  changes  in  pradice 
which' experience  has  taught  me  to  be  ufeful  j  I  will 


'JO  .   GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON 

do  fo  with  a  confidence  proportionate  to  that  expe- 
rience which  has  been  my  guide. 


In  the  dawn  of  phyfic,  purgative  medicines  were 
employed  J  but,  although  they  have  been  recom- 
inended  by  the  earlieft,  as  well  as  by  latter  writers  ; 
and  although  the  indications  they  are  meant  to  ful- 
fil, have  been  an  objedt  of  attention  to  pra£titioners 
in  all  ages  ;  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  the  ex- 
tent of  their  utility  has  been  always  clearly  perceived, 
or  that  the  adminiftration  of  them  been  always 
properly  direfted. 

Phyficians,  tinctured  with  the  tenets  of  judicial 
aftrology,  prefcribed  purgatives  at  certain  times  and 
feafons  ;  conceiving  that  they  would  prove  more  be- 
neficial or  hurtful,  according  to  the  junftion  or  op- 
pofition  of  the  planets,  or  the  age  of  the  moon.  But 
thefe  reveries,  which  impeded  rational  praftice,  haye 
long  fince  vaniftied. 

Thofe  who  were  partial  to  the  doarines  of  humo- 
ral 
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ral  pathology,  employed  purgative  medicines,  with 
the  intention  of  expelling  peccant  matter,  but  not  be- 
fore it  had  been  feparated  from  the  mafs  of  fluids,  by 
an  appropriate  fermentation.  The  fame  pathologifts 
taught,  that  different  purgatives  poflelTed  diftind 
powers,  and  moved  different  fluids  by  a  fpecific  ac- 
tion. Hence  they  have  talked  of  cholagogues,  phle- 
magogues,  hydragogues,  and  of  melanagogues  j  and 
have  difplayed  much  apparent  fagacity,  in  fele£ling 
the  purgative  adapted  to  the  expulfion  of  the  fluid 
prevalent  at  the  time. 

.  This  fermentation,  however,  and  what  was  fup- 
pofed  its  natural  confequence,  the  depofition  of  pec- 
cant humours,  have  ceafed  to  hold  a  place  in  the 
dodlrines  of  phyfic.  While  the  fpecific  operation  of 
purgatives  in  expelling  particular  fluids,  is  neither 
confirmed  by  fubfequent  experience,  nor  allowed  to 
have  any  influence  in  pradlice. 

Modern  phyficians  have  two  objeds  in  view,  in  the 
adminiflration  of  purgative  medicines  the  one  is 
to  empty  the  bowels  fimply  ;  the  other,  to  promote 
an  increafed  fecretion  of  fluids  into  the  cavity  of  the 
inteflines,  or  in  other  words,  to  induce  purging. 
They  have  accordingly  confidered  medicines  thus 
employed,  to  be  of  two  kinds,  laxative  and  purgative  ; 

and 
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and  they  prefcribe  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe,  as 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  may  feem  to  require 
them. 

This  diftinaion  is  neither,  perhaps,  fo  correct  nor 
philofophical  as  it  might  be.  Purgative  medicines 
aft  by  their  ftimulating  power,  v^rhich  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  of  the  medicine  that  is  given. 
Four  grains  of  calomel,  three  or  four  of  aloes,  and 
ten  or  twelve  drachms  of  rochelle  fait,  will  generally 
prove  purgative  ; — and  any  of  thefe  in  reduced  dofes, 
will  have  a  laxative  effeft  only.  But  as  this  diftinc- 
tion  has  acquired  the  fanftion  of  ages,  I  might  have 
paired  it  in  filence,  had  it  not  been  neceffary  for  me 
to  notice  it;  as,  from  experience  of  their  fuperior 
ufefulnefs,  I  employ  almoft  folely  what  are  under- 
ftood  to  be  purgative  medicines,  in  the  difeafes  of 
which  I  am  to  treat,  while  at  the  fame  time  I  avoid 
their  full  effed  of  purging. 

This  confideration  obviates  an  objedion,  not  un- 
frequently  made,  to  the  employment  of  purgative 
medicines  ;  namely,  that  they  reduce  the  ftrength  of 
a  patient,  already  too  much  weakened.  Purgmg 
will  undoubtedly  debilitate  the  body,  by  caufmg  a 
fudden,  and  a  greater  than  ufual  flow  of  fluids,  that 
are  in  general  fecreted  flowly  ;  and  by  hurrying  off 

the 
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the  chyle,  and  preventing  it  from  pafling  into  the 
circulation.  Purgative  medicines,  thus  adting,  are 
ufeful  on  fome  occafions  ;  and  are  advantageoufly 
employed  in  fome  difeafes.  But  purging  is  not  de- 
firable  in  the  difeafes,  which  are  the  fubjects  of  the 
following  obfervations.  Here,  the  fole  intention,  is 
to  bring  off  the  contents  of  the  bowels,  which  are 
out  of  the  courfe  of  the  circulation ;  and,  in  fo  far, 
are  already,  in  a  manner,  extraneous  to  the  body  ; 
and  I  can  hardly  fuppofe,  that  debility  will  enfuc 
from  purgative  medicines,  given  under  this  limita- 
tion. 

Befides  unloading  the  bowels,  purgative  medicines 
are  faid  to  a£t  by  emulging  the  excretory  dudls  of 
different  fecreting  organs  and  glands,  conne£led 
with  the  flomach  and  inteflines. — I  do  not  think  it 
neceffary  to  confider  this  queftion  minutely.  Without 
derogating  from  the  good  effedls  of  purgatives  a£t- 
ing  in  this  manner,  I  will  only  obferve,  that  for  the 
fake  of  perfpicuity,  I  refer  the  benefits  which  refult 
from  the  ufe  of  purgatives  to  their  fenfible  effe£l, 
rather  than  to  one  which  is  lefs  obvious  ;  and  that 
for  the  fake  of  precifion,  I  fpeak  of  this  effect,  as  re- 
moving a  caufe  of  irritation,  without,  however, 
meaning  to  advance  or  fupport  any  theory  on  the 
fubjfft. 

CHAP. 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILIti'  ANfi  ACMINISTRATIOK' 
OF  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES,  iN  TYPHUS  FEVER. 

A  CONSIDERABLE  divcrfity  of  opinion  has  prevailed, 
refpefling  the  caufe  of  fever,  t^hyficians  feem  now . 
to  be  agreed,  in  referring  it  to  a  general  or  fpecific 
contagion  ;  the  former  giving  rife  to  typhus,  in  the 
various  forms  under  which  it  appears  ;  while  the 
exanthemata,  or  eruptive  fevers,  proceed  from  the 
latter. 

The  manner  in  which  contagion  a£ls  on  the  living 
body  has  been  the  fubje£t  of  much  difcuffion.  But 
the  confideration  of  this  queftion  is  altogether  fo- 
reign to  my  purpofe.  It  will  be  fufficient  for  me, 
to  note  the  ufu^l  fymptoms  of  typhus. 

•the 
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The  prefence  of  typhus  is  firft  known,  by  derange- 
ment of  the  ftomach,  which  is  marked  by  ficknefs, 
lofs  of  appetite,  thirft,  headach,  white,  or  loaded 
tongue,  and  generally  by  coftivenefs.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms  are  foon  followed  by  aifeftion  of  the  furface, 
of  the  faiiguiferous  fyftem,  and  of  different  fecretions. 
To  which,  in  the  more  advanced  ftate  of  the  fever, 
are  fuper-added  delirium,  tremors,  fubfultus  ten- 
dinum,  floccitatio,  fmgultus  ;  thefe  are  fuppofed  to 
denote  confiderable  affection  of  the  nervous  fyftem. 

The  fymptoms  above  enumerated  appear  in  fuccef- 
fion,  and  generally  in  the  order  in  which  I  have  enu- 
merated them  ;  thofe  which  affedl  the  ftomach,  as 
they  are  the  fir  ft,  fo  they  are  the  moft  permanent 
throughout  the  fever.  They  accompany  the  others 
as  they  arife,  and  very  p'oflibiy  influence  them,  in  re- 
fpeft  of  their  mildnefs  or  feverity.  They  are,  there- 
fore, of  great  import,  in  the  treatment  of  fever,  and 
demand  particular  attention, 

At  the  time  when  I  was  appointed  phyfician  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  the  cure  of  typhus  fever  was  thought 
to  confift  chiefly,  in  the  removal  of  atony,  and  fpafm 
of  the  velTels  of  the  furface  of  the  body.  For  this 
purpofe,  among  other  remedies,  weak  antimonial, 
and  naufeating  medicioes,  were  given  fireely.  The 

ftate 
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ftate  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  after  the  exhibition 
of  an  emetic  and  purgative,  on  the  firft  approach  of 
the  attack,  was  little  regarded  in  the  after  periods  of 
the  fever.  An  occafional  ftool  was  procured  by  a 
mild  glyiler  ;  while  a  purgative  medicine  was  given 
with  extreme  caution.  Apprehenfions  were  enter- 
tained, that  the  operation  of  a  purgative  would  rivet 
the  fpafm  of  the  extreme  velTels,  and  increafe  debili- 
ty, one  of  the  fuppofed  direft  caufes  of  death,  in  fe- 
ver. Thefe  apprehenfions  may  ftill  bias  the  praftice 
of  many,,  as  they  certainly  did  bias  mine,  for  a  long 
time. 


A  typhus  fever  with  fymptoms  more  than  ufually 
malignant,  appeared  in  Edinburgh,  in  fummer  1779. 
It  originated  in  the  hofpital  of  the  prifoners  of  war, 
who  were  confined  in  the  Caftle.  Notwithftanding 
the  employment  of  every  precaution  which  prudence 
could  fuggeft,  the  fpreading  of  the  difeafe  was  not 
altogether  prevented.  Several  of  the  troops,  then 
in  the  garrifon,  and  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city,  were  feized  with  the  fever. 

In  fummer  1781,  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  from 
Jamaica,  with  their  convoy,  confifting  of  feveral  fliips 
of  war,  came  to  anchor  in  Leith  roads.  The  paf- 
fage  had  be^n  tedious,  the  crews  were  fickly,  and 
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they  had  been  for  fome  time,  on  fhort  allowance  of 
provifions.  Neverthelefs,  they  were  obliged,  from 
the  circumftances  of  the  war,  to  avoid  the  channel, 
and  come  round  by  the  north  of  Scotland. 

From  the  beginning  of  July,  to  the  ninth  day  of 
Auguft,  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix 
men  in  fever,  were  fent  alhore,  from  his  Majefty's 
fhip  Suffolk,  one  of  the  convoy,  of  whom  twenty- 
three  died.  And  of  forty  men  in  fever,  who  were 
landed  from  his  Majefly's  fhip  Egmont,  another  of 
the  convoy,  on  the  tenth,  eleventh,  and  thirteenth 
of  July,  eight  died. 

Such  of  thefe  men,  as  could  not  be  accommodated 
in  a  temporary  hofpital,  were  quartered  in  Leith, 
two,  three,  or  four  being  billeted  in  one  houfe ;  and 
many  of  the  inhabitants  were  feized  with  a  fever,  of 
the  fame  kind  with  that  under  which  the  failors  la- 
boured, and  it  continued  to  prevail  for  many  years 
in  the  town. 

Thefe  circumftances,  the  proximity  of  Leith  to 
Edinburgh,  and  the  great  and  daily  reciprocal  inter- 
courfe  which  fubfifts  between  the  inhabitants,  will 
account  for  a  typhus  fever  of  greater  than  ufual  ma- 
lignity,  which  appeared  in  Edinburgh  about  this 

^  time 
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time,  and  which  continued  to  prevail  for  fome  years 
afterwards. 

Being  frequently  difappointed  in  curing  this  fever 
by  the  mild  antimonials  which  were  then  employed, 
I  was  induced  by  fimilar  views  to  ufe  the  calx  anti- 
monii  nitrata ;  Fharmacop.  Edinburgen.  edita  anno 
1774,  of  which  I  gave  four  or  fix  grains  for  a  dofe, 
which  was  repeated  three  or  four  times,  at  an  inter- 
val of  two  hours  between  each  dofe,  unlefs  fweating, 
vomiting,  or  purging,  were  previoufly  excited. 

I  reforted  to  this  pradice,  towards  the  end  of  the 
fever,  and  in  the  treatment  of  thofe  patients  only,  of 
whofe  recovery  I  was  exceedingly  doubtful.  I  en- 
tertained hopes,  that  a  favourable  crifis  might  be 
procured,  by  the  efficacy  of  the  antimonial ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  I  fupported  the  ftrength  of  the  pa- 
tient,  by  the  moderate  ufe  of  wine. 

This  antimonial  remedy  was  not  inefFedual ;  but 
I  remarked  that  it  was  beneficial  only,  when  it  moved 
the  belly.  The  ftools  were  black  and  fetid,  and  in 
general  copious.  On  the  difcharge  of  thefe,  the  low 
delirium,  tremors,  floccitatio,  and  fubfultus  tendinum, 
v,hich  had  prevailed,  abated  in  feme  cafes ;  the 
tongue,  which  had  been  dry  and  furred,  became 

moifter 
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moi/ter  and  cleaner,  and  a  feeble  creeping  pulfe  ac- 
quired a  firmer  beat. 

Reflefting  afterwards  on  thefe  circumflances,  it 
occurred  to  me,  as  the  purgative  effeft  appeared  to 
have  been  the  ufeful  one,  that  any  purgative  medi- 
cine might  be  fubftituted,  for  the  calx  antimonii  ni- 
trata ;  and  that  by  this  fubftitution,  the  unnecelTary 
debilitation  of  an  exhaufted  patient,  by  vomiting  and 
fweating  might  be  avoided. 

More  extended  experience  confirmed  thefe  con- 
jedlures  ;  and  I  was  gradually  encouraged  to  employ 
purgative  medicines  early,  in  typhus,  and  to  repeat 
them  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  And  after  having 
long  and  ftriftly  direded  my  attention  to  this  point 
of  praftice,  I  am  now  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that 
the  full  and  regular  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  relieves 
the  oppreffion  of  the  fl:omach,and  mitigates  the  other 
fymptoms  of  fever. 

Farther,  I  am  difpofed  to  refer  the  ufcfulnefs  of 
purgative  medicines,  to  their  afting  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  inteftines,  and  to  their  confe- 
quent  moving  and  conveying  off  feculent  matter  ren- 
dered offenfive  and  irritating,  by  conltipation,  and 
by  the  changed  nature  of  the  fluids  fecreted  into  the 
internal  canal ;  a  change  which  appears  to  take  place 

S2  in 
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in  the  febrile  ftate.  If  thefe  things  be  fo,  how  inef- 
ficacious muft  be  the  operation  of  a  glyfter,  the  fti- 
mulus  of  which,  nearly  limited  to  the  reaum,  can- 
not be  adequate,  to  procure  the  full  evacuation  in 
queftion  ! 

Accordingly,  it  is  now  fome  years  fmce  I  have  left 
off  almofl  entirely,  the  pradice  of  ordering  emetics 
and  glyfters  in  fever.    I  truft  to  a  purgative,  to  en- 
fure  a  regular  alvine  evacuation.    For  this  purpofe, 
however,  a  daily  purgative  is  not  always  required. 
Thus,  avoiding  the  haraffing  diftrefs,  which  general- 
ly accompanies  the  operation  of  an  emetic  given  to 
patients  in  a  ftate  of  fever ;  as  well  as  the  trouble 
and  fatigue,  which  the  exhibition  of  glyfters  occa- 
fions  ;  I  think  I  condud  the  treatment  of  typhus  fe- 
ver, to  a  favourable  iiTue,  with  greater  certainty,  and 
with  more  eafe  and  comfort  to  the  patient. 

This  praaice,  which  I  have  found  ufeful,  and 
which  refpeas  only  the  ftate  of  the  inteftinal  canal, 
fuperfedes  by  no  means,  ufual  attention  to  the  vari- 
ous other  means  of  cure,  employed  in  fever.  I  am 
even  ready  to  allow,  although  I  exclude  emetics  and 
glyfters  from  my  general  pradice  in  typhus,  that  pe- 
culiar circumftances  may,  occafionally,  make  both  the 
one  and  the  other  necelTary. 


I  cannot, 
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I  cannot,  however,  omit  remarking,  that  for  fome 
years  part,  I  find  wine  lefs  necelfary  in  fever,  than  I 
formerly  thought  it  was.  This  may  be  owing  to  the 
fever  which  has  prevailed  of  late,  being  lefs  malig- 
nant than  it  was  fome  years  ago ;  or  to  the  effed  of 
the  purgative  medicines  which  I  have  employed,  and 
which  may  obviate  fymptoms  of  debility,  as  well  as 
remove  them. 

If  this  be  a  jufl  view  of  the  cafe,  the  plain  infe- 
rence is,  that  the  employment  of  purgative  medicines, 
to  preferve  a  regular  ftate  of  the  belly,  does  not  in- 
creafe  the  debilitating  efleas  of  fever.  This  doftrinc, 
I  know,  is  contrary  to  the  opinion  generally  receiv- 
ed ;  but  I  am  confident,  that  it  is  confonant  to  the 
faa. 

The  objea  to  be  attained,  is  the  complete  and  re- 
gular evacuation  of  the  cffenfive  feculent  matter  col- 
lefted  in  the  bowels,  in  the  couffe  of  fever.  Within 
this  limit,  the  pradice  is  fafe  and  falutary.  Of  this 
I  am  alTured,  that  I  have  had  much  fatisfadion  in 
the  profecution  of  it ;  and  have  not  in  a  fmgle  in- 
ftance,  had  occafion  to  regret  any  injury  or  bad  con- 
fequence  proceeding  from  it.  For  I  am  not  an  ad- 
vocate  for  its  being  carried  to  the  length  of  exciting 
unufual  fecretion  into  the  cavity  of  the  inteftines,  and  ' 

^3  of 
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of  procuring  copious  watery  ftools.  Such  indeed, 
while  they  are  not  requifite,  might  increafe  the  debi- 
lity fo  much  and  fo  juftly  dreaded. 

In  further  recommendation  of  the  practice,  I  ob- 
ferve  that  it  is  conduced  with  eafe,  and  a  tolerable 
degree  of  certainty.  The  precife  effeft  of  purgative 
medicines,  may  not,  in  every  inftance,  be  altogether 
under  command  ;  but  in  general  it  is  fo,  if,  to  a 
little  experience,  we  join  a  previous  knowledge  of 
peculiarities  in  particular  conftitutions.  At  any  rate, 
the  fubfequent  dofes  of  purgative  medicines,  and  the 
repetition  of  them,  will  be  regulated  by  the  effed  of 
preceding  ones. 

It  is  of  importance,  to  confult  in  all  refpefts  the 
quiet  and  comfort  of  patients,  in  fever.  On  this  ac- 
count, the  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines  fhould 
,  be  fo  timed,  that  their  effeds  maybe  expeded  during 
the  day,  when  proper  affiftance  can  be  beft  procur- 
ed to  the  patient. 

The  purgative  medicines  which  I  have  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  fever,  are  calomel,  calomel  and  jalap, 
compound  powder  of  jalap,  aloes,  folutions  of  any 
mild  neutral  fait,  infufion  of  fenna,  and  fometimes 
the  two  laft  mentioned  medicines  conjoined. 

In 
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In  the  Appendix,  No.  11.  I  have  inferted  feveral 
detailed  cafes,  in  illufliration  of  the  utility  of  purga- 
tive medicines  in  fever,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
I  have  ufed  them. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

i 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRATION  OF 
PURGATIVE  MEDICINES,  IN  SCARLATINA. 


No  DISEASE  has  attraded  greater  attention,  than 
fcarlatina.  Its  frequent  appearance,  and  its  fatal 
tendency,  have  claimed  the  exertion  of  praditioners, 
and  have  ftimulated  them  to  enquire  into  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  moft  fuccefsful  mode  of 
treating  it. 

The  ancients  do  not  feem  to  have  had  any  very 
accurate  views,  with  regard  to  fcarlatina. 

Various 
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Various  authors,  from  an  early  period  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century  downwards,  mention  an  ulcerated  fore 
throat,  accompanied  with  a  fcarlet  efflorefcence  on 
the  furface  of  the  body,  as  frequently  defolating  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe. 

Sydenham  defcribes  fcarlatina,  as  we  often  fee  it, 
to  be  a  mild  difeafe,  requiring  only  common  atten- 
tions, quiet,  and  fimple  diet ;  and  more  likely  to  be 
aggravated  than  relieved,  by  the  «  nimia  medici  di- 
"  ligentia." 

Huxham  and  Fothergill  afterwards  wrote  on  fcar- 
latina, and  the  ulcerated  fore  throat ;  and  fmce  their 
time,  many  Britifh  and  foreign  phyficians  have  pub- 
h'fted  their  fentiments,  with  regard  to  this  difeafe ; 
and  have  fpoken  of  it  under  the  title  of  fcarlatina 
anginofa. 

Thefe  different  accounts  of  fcarlatina,  have  given 
rife  to  much  nofological  difcuffion,  refpefting  the 
identity  of  the  difeafe,  as  defcribcd  under  different 
names.  Little  doubt  is  now  entertained  on  the  fub- 
je£t,  fo  far  as  fcarlatina,  and  fcarlatina  anginofa  are 
concerned.  It  appears  to  be  admitted,  that  the  af- 
fedion  of  the  throat  in  the  latter  may  give  a  variet)^ 

while 
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while  the  difeafes  are  the  fame  in  their  origin,  courfe, 
and  termination. 

Greater  uncertainty  prevails  in  regard  to  this  quef- 
tion,  refpeding  the  ulcerated  fore  throat,  or  cynanche 
maligna,  the  name  by  which  it  is  now  generally  known. 
This  very  name  may  have  contributed  to  confirm  the 
opinion,  that  it  is  a  distin6l  disease  from  fcarlatina  ;  an 
opinion,  which,  fanftioned  by  authors  of  refpeftabili- 
ty,  and  by  our  intelligent  and  lateft  nofologift,  h'dS 
been,  and  is  ftill  prevalent. 

It  is  altogether  foreign  to  my  purpofe,  to  engage 
in  this  controverfy  •,  and  the  more  fo,  as  I  apprehend 
that  the  diftindion,  the  fubjed  of  it,  begins  to  lofe 
ground,  as  our  knowledge  of  the  difeafe  becomes 
more  comprehenfive  and  accurate.    The  time  may 
not  be  far  diftant,  when  fcarlatina  will  be  received 
as  the  generic  difeafe,  the  full  hiftory  of  which,  will 
include  the  adventitious  fymptoms  as  they  appear  in 
fcarlatina  anginofa,  and  in  cynanche  maligna  ;  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  hiftory  of  variola  comprehends 
the  varieties  of  the  diftind,  and  of  the  confluent 
fmall  pox. 

Scarlatina,  as  an  epidemic,  does  not  always  aifume 
precifely  the  fame  appearance.    This  diverfity  de- 
pends 


IN  SCARLATINA.  27 

pends  in  part,  upon  the  varying  nature  and  conflitu- 
tion  of  fcarlatina  itfelf,  independently  of  all  extrin- 
fic  circumftances  ;  in  part,  upon  certain  contingen- 
cies, which  are  common  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  a 
whole  diftria  of  country,  fuch  as  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  the  temperature  of  the  air,  the  kindlinefs  or 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  together  with  other  un- 
known qualities  of  the  atmofphere  ;  and  in  part,  upon 
circumftances  which  apply  to  individuals,  fubjecled 
to  the  difeafe ;  their  general  habit  of  body  and  con- 
ftitution,  their  particular  ftate  of  health,  at  the  time 
of  attack,  and  their  fituation,  with  refped  to  lodging, 
ventilation,  and  cleanlinefs. 


Thefe  circumftances  concur  in  modifying  the  cha- 
rafter  of  the  epidemic  ;  and  while  they  introduce  a 
variety  in  the  fymptoms  of  fcarlatina,  they  likewife 
point  out  the  neceffity  of  making  a  correfponding 
change  in  the  method  of  cure,  and  of  accommodat- 
ing our  praaice  to  the  particular  nature  of  the  cafe. 

Hence  various  opinions  have  been  entertained,  of 
the  nature  of  fcarlatina  ;  and,  apparently,  difcordant 
methods  of  cure  have  been  propofed. 

Undoubtedly,  varying  epidemics  of  fcarlatina  have 
led  to  the  praaice  of  blood-letting,  in  fome  inftances, 

and 
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and  to  the  rejedion  of  it,  in  others ;  to  the  adoption 
of  emetics  and  of  bUfters,  by  fome  praditioners, 
while  others  negled  and  pofitively  forbid  them.  It 
is  owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  that  cinchona  is  warmly 
recommended  and  almoft  exclufively  trufted,  for  the 
cure  of  fcarlatina  ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  re- 
probated, as  tending  to  induce  floughs,  and  putrid 
ulcers  in  the  throat,  which  it  was  expeded  to  have 
obviated  and  removed.  In  like  manner,  purgatives 
have  been  condemned  as  ufelefs,  if  not  dangerous, 
in  fcarlatina  ;  and  lately,  the  alFufion  of  cold  water 
over  the  furface,  or  the  ablution  of  the  fkin,  by 
means  of  tepid  water,  have  been  recommended  and 
pradifed  in  fcarlatina,  according  to  circumftances, 
by  men,  whofe  opinions  have  great  weight  and  au- 
thority. 

Thus,  the  young  and  timid  praditioner  is  diftrad- 
cd,  and  at  a  lofs  what  courfe  to  purfue,  that  he  may 
embrace  a  fafe  and  decided  line  of  condud.  It  will  be 
a  difficult  tafk,  to  difpel  the  clouds  that  overftiadow 
medical  pradice  in  fcarlatina.  The  only  way  of  ac- 
complifliing  it  will  be,  to  give  a  full  ftatement  of  the 
leading  fymptoms  of  the  different  epidemics  of  fcar- 
latina noticed  by  authors ;  and  to  appropriate  to  each, 
the  general  and  topical  remedies  which  they  require. 
Whoever  embarks  in  this  undertaking,  and  executes 

it 
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it  with  fuccefs,  will  render  an  ufeful  fervice  to  the 
public. 

Thefe  reflexions  occurred  to  me,  upon  turning  my 
thoughts  towards  the  fubjeft  of  fcarlatina ;  and  I 
conceive  them  of  fufficient  importance,  to  merit  the 
attention  which  I  have  beftowed  upon  t]iem. 


I  proceed  now,  to  the  proper  objed  of  this  paper ; 
in  profecuting  which,  I  beg  to  be  underftood,  as 
confidering  fcarlatina,  and  fcarlatina  anginofa,  to  be 
the  fame  difeafe,  ufmg  always  the  term  fcarlatina, 
as  including  both.  And  thus,  in  compliance  with 
common  cuftom,  and  for  a  reafon  which  will  after- 
wards appear,  I  fhall  treat  of  this  modification  of  the 
difeafe,  feparately  from  cynanche  maligna,  of  which 
I  lhall  take  diftinft  notice,  in  the  fequel. 

An  inflammatory  diathefis  frequently  prevails  on 
the  firfl:  attack,  and  during  the  early  period  of  fcar- 
latina.  For  this  reafon,  venefedion  has  been  rank- 
ed 
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cd,  by  fome  praditioners,  among  the  remedies  which 
ought  to  be  employed,  in  fcarlatina  ;  and  it  has  even 
been  pradifed  with  advantage.    Poffibly  too,  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  inflammatory  diathefis,  may  have  dif- 
pofed  other  praditioners  to  give  purgative  medicines, 
more  freely  in  fcarlatina,  than  in  typhus.    But  this 
pradice  has  not  been  univerfal ;  for  many  phyfi- 
cians  do  not  admit  the  good  effed  of  purgatives,  while 
others  deny  it  altogether,  and  confider  it  to  be  highly 
prejudicial,  by  inducing  a  dangerous  and  fatal  ten- 
dency in  the  difeafe. 

This  queftion,  one  of  great  importance  in  pradice, 
is  not  as  yet,  fatisfafliorily  decided  ;  although  I  think 
the  opinion  gains  ground,  that  purgatives  are  ufeful 
in  fcarlatina,  either  during  the  whole  courfe,  or  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  difeafe  ;  in  which  laR:  cafe 
they  are  given,  to  obviate,  or  to  remove  dropfical 
fwelling,  a  common,  and  fometimes,  a  fatal  confe- 
quence,  of  fcarlatina. 

Many  years  ago,  when  the  prejudices  againft  the 
ufe  of  purgatives  in  fcarlatina,  were  more  decided, 
and  more  prevalent,  than  they  are  at  this  time,  I  ven- 
tured to  employ  them.  My  doing  fo,  was  indeed  a 
neceifary  confequence  of  the  benefit  I  had  experien- 
ced from  purgative  medicines  in  typhus.    I  had 

learnt 
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learnt  that  the  fymptoms  of  debility  which  take  place 
in  typhus  fever,  fo  far  from  being  encreafed,  were 
obyioufly  relieved,  by  the  evacuation  of  the  bowels. 
I  was,  therefore,  under  little  apprehenfion  from 
them,  in  fcarlatina.  I  have  never  witnelTed  fmkino- 
and  fainting,  as  mentioned  by  fome  authors,  and  fo 
much  dreaded  by  them  ;  neither  have  I  obferved  re- 
vulfion  from  the  furface  of  the  body,  and  confequent 
premature  fading,  or  in  common  language,  ftriking 
in  of  the  efflorefcence,  from  the  exhibition  of  purga- 
tives. Accordingly,  in  treating  fcarlatina,  I  have 
confided  much,  in  the  ufe  of  purgative  medicines  ; 
and  no  variety  of  the  difeafe,  as  appearing  in  difter- 
ent  epidemics,  or  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  epidemic, 
has  hitherto  prevented  me  from  following  out  this 
praftice,  to  the  extent  which  I  have  found  necellary. 

Here,  I  beg  again  to  caution  the  reader  againft  the 
common  alTociation  of  purging,  with  the  ufe  of  pur- 
gative  medicines;  thefe  are  given  only  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  to  remedy  the  impaired  action  of  the  inteftines 
and  fecure  the  complete  expulfion  of  their  contents] 
and  thus  to  prevent  any  accumulation  from  remain-' 
ing  to  aggravate  the  feverity  of  the  fymptoms,  and 
produce  further  fource  of  fuffering  to  the  patient 


Bcfidcs 


32 


ON  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES 


Befides  thefe  motives  for  the  exhibition  of  purga- 
tives, I  have  obferved,  that  the  febrile  ftate  in  fcarla- 
tina is  more  apt  to  induce  coftivenefs,  and  to  change 
the  nature  of  the  contents  of  the  bowels,  than  it  is  in 
typhus.  For  in  moft  cafes  of  fcarlatina,  the  alvind 
evacuation  has  an  unnatural  appearance,  and  in  ge- 
neral, a  peculiarly  fetid  fmell. 

While  I  have  thus  found,  that  purgative  medicines 
mitigate  the  fymptoms  of  fcarlatina,  I  have  alfo  in 
general,  experienced  them  to  afford  the  moft  certain 
means,  either  of  preventing  dropfical  fwellings,  and 
'  other  fubfequent  derangements  of  health,  or  of  re- 
moving them,  when  formed.  For  this  reafon  I  give 
purgatives,  not  only  during  the  fever,  but  for  fome 
time  after  convalefcence. 

On  this  fubjea,  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
termination  of  fcarlatina  cannot  be  afcertained,  from 
its  previous  ftate  ;  we  can  form  no  general  conclufi- 
on  as  to  the  dropftcal  tendency,  from  the  violence  or 
mildnefs  of  the  preceding  fymptoms.  I  have  been 
inrolved  in  the  greateft  perplexity  by  the  appear- 
ance  of  dropfical  affeftion,  after  the  termination  of  a 
mild  fcarlatina.  During  the  progrefs  of  fcarlatina, 
therefore,  praditioners  cannot  be  too  much  on  the 
watch  againft  unexpeded  changes,  and  unfavourable 
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appearances.  They  muft  never,  in  the  flighteft  cafe, 
lofe  fight  of  the  '  diligentia  medici,*  although  Syden- 
ham feems  to  ridicule  this  attention,  by  applying  to 
it  the  epithet  '  nimia.' 

The  fame  adlivity,  however,  in  the  exhibition  of 
purgative  medicines,  is  not  required  in  every  epide- 
mic, and  in  every  cafe  of  fcarlatina.  In  fome  in- 
~  fiances,  the  belly  is  moved  with  eafe,  and  in  others, 
ndt  without  difficulty.  Scarlatina  was  frequent  in 
Edinburgh,  in  autumn  1 804,  and  in  winter  1 804-5. 
In  this  epidemic,  the  bowels  were  peculiarly  confti- 
pated,  the  termination  in  dropfy  was  frequent,  and 
the  mortality  great.  I  have  not  afcertained  the  cir- 
cumftances  to  which  this  different  ftate  of  the  bowels 
in  fcarlatina,  is  to  be  afcribed.  But  on  whatever 
caufe  the  difference  depends,  it  will  be  neceffary  for 
us  to  adapt  our  pra6lice  in  the  ufe  of  purgatives,  to 
the  nature  of  the  prevailing  epidemic. 

It  is  not  perhaps,  of  great  moment,  to  be  folicitous 
about  the  feleftion  of  purgative  medicines  in  fcarla- 
tina. In  general,  I  have  chiefly  employed  thofe, 
which  I  have  mentioned  in  my  obfervations  on  ty- 
phus. Children  cannot  be  always  eafily  induced  to 
take  medicines  of  any  kind.  Submuriate  of  mer- 
cury, may,  on  this  account,  be  proper  for  them. 

c  But 
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But  we  oiight  to  be  on  our  guard  againft  too  great 
an  afFe£lion  of  the  mouth,  from  the  frequent  necef- 
fary  repetition  of  the  mercury. 

In  fcarlatina,  as  in  typhus,  we  ftiould  keep  in  view 
the  procuring  the  effeft  of  purgatives,  during  the 
day,  and  the  avoiding,  in  this  manner,  the  difturb- 
ance  of  the  fick,  in  the  night  time. 

The  ufe  of  purgative  medicines  in  fcarlatina,  does 
not  fupercede  the  other  fources  of  reUef  and  com- 
fort, which  have  been  found  proper  in  the  treatment 
of  the  difeafe.  On  the  contrary,  the  good  efFeds  of 
thefe,  and  their  co-operation  with  purgatives,  will 
contribute  to  abate  fuffering,  and  avert  the  danger 
which  follows  fcarlatina. 


I  have  purpofely  declined  entering  into  any  argu- 
ment refpeaing  the  identity  of  fcarlatina,  and  cynan- 
che  maligna,  that  I  might  be  at  liberty  to  notice 
them  feparately.  I  am,  however,  difpofed  to  confi- 
der  them,  as  conftituting  one  difeafe :  yet,  fo  long 

as 
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as  this  is  not  the  general  opinion,  I  was  unwilling 
that  doubt  fliould  arife  from  this  quarter,  refpedling 
the  ufe  of  purgative  anedicines  in  fcarlatina.  For 
while  in  this,  the  more  fmiple  form  of  the  difeafe, 
purgatives  are  confidered  by  almofl:  every  one  as 
dangerous,  they  are  univerfally,  and  altogether  con- 
demned in  cynanche  maligna.    Had  I  therefore 
fpoken  in  a  general  way,  and  feemed  to  have  recom- 
mended purgative  medicines  in  all  the  varieties  of  fcar- 
latina, my  propofal  would  have  been  received  with 
fuch  diftruft,  that  the  pra£lice  which,  from  a  con- 
vidlion  of  its  utility,  I  was  anxious  to  promote, 
might  have  been  neglefted,  and  palTed  from,  without 
a  trial  of  its  expediency. 

But  the  line  which  I  have  taken,  will  avert  this 
danger.  I  have  ftated  my  pradice,  of  exhibiting 
purgatives  in  fcarlatina ;  I  proceed  now  to  confider 
it  in  relation  to  cynanche  maligna. 

The  extreme  debility  which  is  manifeft  in  the  ma- 
lignant fore  throat,  has  given  rife  to  a  ftrong  objec- 
tion to  evacuations  of  any  kind,  and  particularly  to 
that  by  purging,  in  the  treatment  of  it.  It  would 
indeed  appear,  that  this  objeftion  has  been  urged 
with  effed,  againfl  the  ufe  of  purgatives  even  in  fcar- 
latina, in  confequence  of  the  connexion  which  had 
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been  obferved  to  fubfifl:  between  it  and  cynanche  ma- 
ligna. For  it  was  imagined,  that  the  danger  from 
cynanche  maligna  which  fupervenes  upon  fcarlatina, 
a  fuper\rention  not  unfrequent,  would  be  increafed, 
in  proportion  to  the  debility  previoufly  induced  by 
the  purgatives  ufed  in  fcarlatina. 

But  the  reftrided  ufe  of  purgative  medicines,  to 
the  extent  of  unloading  the  bowels  only,  does  not 
increafe  this  debility,  while  it  relieves  the  fymptoms 
of  the  general  fever,  and  either  may  thus  prevent  its 
termination  In  cynanche  maligna,  or  alleviate  the  at- 
tack. 

Writers  alfo  condemn  purgatives  in  cynanche  ma- 
ligna, from  an  apprehenfion,  that  they  ferve  to  dif- 
fufe  the  acrid  matter,  defcending  from  the  throat  in- 
to the  ftomach,  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  intef- 
tines,  and  thus  to  increafe  the  fource  of  contagion, 
and  to  aggravate  the  irritation  which  arifes  from 
the  prefence  of  this  acrid  matter.  But  in  ftating 
this  objeftion,  they  do  not  confider,  that  this  matter 
accumulating,  and  becoming  more  oifenfive,  in  con- 
fequence  of  retention  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
will  produce  greater  mifchief  and  greater  irritation, 
than  can  poffibly  proceed  from  the  gentle  operation 
of  a  purgative  medicine ;  while  they  lofe  the  benefit 

4  enfuing 
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cnfuing  from  the  movement  and  expulfion  of  an 
acrimonious  feculent  mafs. 

An  exhaufting  diarrhoea,  or  even  a  dyfentry,  it  is 
faid,  are  troublefome  and  common  confequences  of 
cynanche  maligna ;  on  w^hich  account,  purgatives 
are  conceived  to  be  injurious.  But  I  cannot  fee  the 
force  of  this  objection.  For  were  I  to  devife  a  means 
of  preventing  thefe  confequences,  or  of  removing 
them  when  they  had  taken  place  ;  none  more  likely 
would  occur  to  me,  than  the  ufe  of  thofe  very  pur- 
gatives, which  are  thus  fo  dogmatically  profcribed. 
While  I  employed  them,  however,  I  would  carefully 
limit  their  effedl,  to  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  unload- 
ing the  bowels,  and  fliun  the  inconvenience  of  in- 
ducing weaknefs,  by  full  purging. 

Under  thefe  imprelTions,  I  have  formed  a  favour- 
able opinion  of  the  utility  of  purgative  medicines  in 
cynanche  maligna.  But  let  me  here  caution  the 
reader,  that  in  giving  this  opinion,  I  have  departed 
from  the  rule  which  I  had  formed  to  myfelf.  It  is  a 
theoretical  opinion,  and  not  fo  fully  fupported  by 
experience,  as  to  enable  me  to  deliver  it  with  confi- 
dence. 
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The  pecuharly  healthy,  airy,  and  dry  fite  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  the  general  cleanlinefs  and  comfort  which 
the  inhabitants  enjoy,  fince  the  extenfion  of  the  roy- 
alty, and  the  ere£lion  of  the  houfes  in  the  New  Town, 
will  account  for  the  rare  appearance  of  cynanche 
maligna  among  us,  and  for  my  good  fortune,  in  hav- 
ing witnefTcd  few  inftances  of  it. 


I  have  faid,  that  the  opinion  of  purgative  medicines 
being  ufeful  in  fcarlatina,  gains  ground.  Accord- 
ingly, others,  befides  myfelf,  have  employed  them 
with  confiderable  freedom.  But  thefe  praftitioners 
do  not  feem  to  have  fet  a  proper  value  upon  this 
mode  of  treatment ;  and  have  been  inclined  to  im- 
pute benefits,  evidently  refulting  from  purgatives,  to 
other  medicines  which  they  may  have  ufed  at  the 
fame  time. 

Mr.  Oaxly  of  Pontefraft,  and  Dr.  Binns,  in  con- 
duaing  the  cure  of  fcarlatina,  which  appeared  among 
the  children  in  the  fchool  at  Ackworth,  gave  calomel 

in 
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in  repeated  dofes,  to  an  extent  beyond  former  ex- 
ample. And  the  utility  of  the  praftice  was  felf  evi- 
dent, and  acknowledged.  Yet  Dr.  Binns,  in  the 
fubfequent  part  of  his  account  of  this  epidemic,  de^ 
rogates  from  the  efficacy  of  purgatives,  and  attri- 
butes much  of  his  fuccefs,  and  his  fuccefs  was  great, 
to  other  remedies,  particularly  to  gargles. 

In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  June  1772,  an 
anonymous  correfpondent  mentions  an  epidemic  fcar- 
latina  which  prevailed  at  Ipfwich.  His  letter  is  a 
medical  curlofity.  It  is  little  known,  and  is  not 
now  readily  acceffible,  as  the  depofitory  of  it  has  be- 
come fcarce,  and  is  generally  to  be  found  only  in 
public  libraries,  I  infert  it  therefore  at  length,  for 
•  the  gratification,  I  may  hope,  for  the  inflruftion  of 
my  readers.    It  runs  thus  ; 

*'  Mr.  Urban, 
"  If  the  following  comports  with  the  defign  of 
your  ufeful  coUedion,  pleafe  to  give  it  a  place  the 
firft  opportunity,  and  you  will  oblige  a  conftant 
reader." 

To  Dr.  .  ,  London. 

"  Sir, 

"  Notwithflanding  you  are  an  abfolutc  ftranger 
to  me,  your  charader  as  a  phyfician,  and  as  a  candid, 

humane. 
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humane,  and  benevolent  gentleman,  has  emboldened 
me  to  trouble  you  with  the  contents  of  this,  without 
any  further  apology,  than  the  goodnefs  of  the  inten- 
tion. 

"  The  ulcerated  fore  throat,  and  fcarlet  fever,  has 

been  very  rife  in  this  place  and  the  neighbourhood, 

for  fome  months  paft,  and  has  been,  in  a  confider- 

able  number  of  inftances,  fatal.    It  has  in  every  re- 

fped,  anfwered  the  defcription  given  of  it  by  Dr. 

Fothergill ;  and  therefore  a  repetition  of  the  fymp- 

toms  and  appearances  would  be  needlefs,    I  fhall 

only  relate  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  predifpofmg 

caufe,  the  proximate  caufe,  the  pabulum  morbi,  the 

treatment  I  have  given  it,  and  the  fuccefs. 
«, 

"  The  predifpofmg  caufe  is,  whatever  generates  a 
quantity  of  acrid  bile  in  the  primas  viae. 

"  The  proximate  caufe,  is  the  fudden  tranfition 
from  heat  to  cold,  and  the  contrary.  This  has  been 
fo  very  evident,  that  whenever  the  wind  has  changed 
from  the  fouth  or  well  to  the  north  or  eaft,  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  people  have  been  almoft  inftantly 
feized  with  the  difeafe. 


«  The 
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"  The  pabulum  morbi  is,  acrid  bile.  This  is  cer- 
tainly known  by  the  immediate  cure  of  the  fick,  who 
apply  very  foon  after  the  feizure,  and  take  fuch  me- 
dicines as  a6l  fmartly  on  the  ftomach  and  bowels ; 
by  the  great  relief  all  others  find  by  vomitirig  and 
purging ;  and  is  confirmed  by  the  contents  of  the 
evacuations,  which  are  little  elfe  but  acrid  or  putrid 
bile. 

"  The  treatment  I  have  given  the  fick  is,  imme- 
diately to  evacuate  them,  in  proportion  to  the  flrength 
of  the  patient,  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms,  the 
time  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  particular  flate  of  the 
conflitution. 

"  The  evacuating  medicines  I  have  given,  are  the 
following  : 

"  Recipe — Raf.  c.  c.  antimon.  crud.  pulv.  an  ;  p. 
as.  calcinentur  fimul  in  crucibulo  donee  fumi  fulphu- 
ris  evanefcant,  et  regulus  antimonii  manifeftus  fit ; 
deinde  ab  igne  remove,  et  in  pulverem  fubtilifTimum 
redige. 

*'  Recipe— -Pulv.  fupradid.  partes  tres. — Mercurii 
dulcis  fexies  fublimati,  et  fubtilifTmie  triturati,  par- 
tem unam.  mifce. 

"  Of 
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"  Of  this  I  have  given  from  half  a  fcruple  to  half 
a  drachm,  to  adults,  and  have  found  it  conftantly 
to  ar>fwer  the  intention.  But  to  children,  I  have 
given  the  mercurius  dulcis  only,  from  five  grains  to 
a  fcruple  ;  and  if  the  fymptoms  are  very  violent,  and 
the  child  very  robuft,  I  have  given  even  half  a  drachm 
with  the  greateft  fuccefs.  After  the  fick  has  had  fcr 
veral  ftools,  I  give  him  the  following  julep  : 

"  Recipe— M^nn,  aq.  pur.  unciis  feptem  ;  folut. 
unciam,  crem.  tartar,  drachmam,  aq.  nucis  mofchat. 
unciam  dimidiam.  M.  Capiat  cochlearia  tria,  quartis 
horis,  if  he  is  an  adult ;  if  a  child,  according  to  his 
age  and  ftrength.  It  is  an  agreeable  medicine,  and 
anfwers  the  intentions  of  keeping  the  bowels  lax, 
the  bile  infipid,  and  the  mouth  and  fauces  quite  clean. 

"  If  the  patient  is  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
I  direft  him  to  gargle  frequently  with  Spiritus  Min- 
dereri  in  cold  water,  which  prevents  an  ulceration  : 
if  in  the  fecond  ftage,  with  Spiritus  Mindereri,  tinc- 
turse  myrrh^e  uncia  dimidia,  decocli  hordeati,  unciis 
feptem.  M.  If  in  the  third,  and  the  floughs  begin  to 
feparate,  with  mel  rofar.  tinfturge  myrrhse, — corticis 
Peruvian,  a.  uncia  dimidia,  decod.  hordeati  unciis 
feptem,  M.  and  made  juft  tepid. 

"If 
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"  If  the  ears  are  afFe6led,  I  have  ufed  the  laft 
mentioned  mixture,  as  foon  as  they  difcharge,  juft 
tepid,  as  an  inje£lion,  feveral  times  a  day. 

"  After  the  floughs  are  all  off,  and  the  fever  gone, 
I  have  found  it  neceffary,  in  fome  few  cafes,  to  give 
of  the  following  tindure ;  Recipe — Infuf  corticis 
Peruviani  Huxhami,  unciam  unam  et  dimidiam^ — 
Rhabarbari  fpirit.  unciam  dimidiam ;  drachmam 
unam  vel  drachmas  duas,  bis  in  dies,  horis  medicinas 
in  aqua  pura. 

"  The  liquors  I  have  ufed,  have  been  water-gruel, 
barley-water,  chicken-water,  fage  tea,  rofemary  tea, 
or  baum  tea,  occafionally.  Of  thefe  I  have  recom- 
mended the  fick  to  drink  freely,  cold  or  juft  tepid  ; 
keeping  them  at  the  fame  time  cool,  and  admitting 
frefh  air  freely  into  the  room,  remembering  always 
Pifo's  maxim,  "  putredo  fit  a  calore  alieno  et  interno.'* 

"  The  fuccefs  has  been  beyond  my  moft  fanguine 
expeflations  ;  I  have  had  confiderably  more  than  one 
hundred  patients,  and  have  not  buried  one." 

"  Ipfwich,  June  3.'* 

"  This  letter  was  written  fome  months  ago,  fmce 
which  time  the  number  of  patients  have  increafed 
to  near  three  hundred,  with  the  fame  fuccefs." 

The 
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The  fa6ls  here  fet  forth,  afford  an  uncontroverti- 
ble evidence  of  the  fafety  and  efficacy  of  the  prac- 
tice of  exhibiting  purgative  medicines,  not  only  in 
fcarlatina,  but  even  in  cynanche  maligna ;  for  the 
epidemic  defcribed  in  the  above  letter,  appears  to 
have  been  of  this  nature. 

Dr.  Ford,  phyfician  in  Chefter,  has  informed  me, 
that  Mr.  Rodbard,  of  Ipfwich,  an  ingenious  prafti- 
tioner  and  refpeftable  man,  is  the  writer  of  this  let- 
ter. In  a  late  letter  to  Dr.  Ford,  Mr.  Rodbard  inter 
alia  thus  expreffes  himfelf,  "  I  have  not  feen  Dr. 
Hamilton*s  treatife,  but  I  have  feen  no  reafon  to  de- 
viate from  my  plan  of  treating  fcarlatina  anginofa  ; 
and  my  fuccefs,  fmce  I  adopted  it,  has  been  conftant 
and  uniform*" 

Mr.  Rodbard  verifies  my  obfervation,  that  diffe- 
rent epidemics  of  fcarlatina,  require  a  variety  of  the 
fame  practice.  In  the  fcarlatina  of  1772,  at  Ipfwich, 
the  bowels  appear  to  have  been  eafily  moved.  But 
I  believe  the  gentle  purgative  employed  in  the  courfe 
of  that  epidemic,  for  I  do  not  take  into  account 
the  highly  active  one  given  in  the  firft  inftance, 
would  have  been  of  no  avail  in  the  fcarlatina  which 
prevailed  in  Edinburgh,  in  1 804.  I  give  a  narrative 
of  this  epidemic,  as  it  appeared  in  George  Herriot's 

hofpital, 
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hofpital,  as  well  as  the  cafes  of  a  few  of  the  patients 
who  laboured  under  it,  in  the  Royal  Infirmary. 
Thefe  will  be  found  in  the  third  number  of  the  fub- 
joined  Appendix. — They  illuftrate  my  mode  of  prac- 
tice, both  in  fcarlatina,  and  in  its  confequences  ;  for  I 
apprehend  other  derangements  of  health,  befides 
dropfy,  arife  from  it.  Several  years  ago,  I  witneffed 
a  cafe  of  fcarlatina,  in  which  violent  epileptic  paro- 
xyfms  accompanied  dropfy,  the  confequence  of  the 
difeafe.  The  dropfy  was  quickly  removed  by  brifk 
^  purgatives,  and  the  epileptic  fits  immediately  ceafed. 
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CHAP.  III. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRATION  OF 
PURGATIVE  MEDICINES  IN  THE  MARASMUS  WHICH 
APPEARS  IN  CHILDHOOD  AND  EARLY  YOUTH. 

I  COMPREHEND  under  the  general  title,  marafmus, 
a  variety  of  fymptoms  which  afFed  the  young  of 
both  fexes. 

A  nuggllhnefs,  laffitude  on  flight  exertion,  depra- 
vity  and  lofs  of  appetite,  wafting  of  the  mufcular 
flelh,  fulnefs  of  the  features  and  palenefsof  the  coun- 
tenance,  fwelling  of  the  abdomen,  an  irregular  and 
generally  a  coftive  ftate  of  the  bowels,  a  change  m 
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the  colour  and  odour  of  the  feces,  fetid  breath,  fwel- 
ling  of  the  upper  lip,  and  itching  of  the  nofe,  mark 
the  beginning  of  the  difeafe. 

When  thefe  fymptoms  have  continued  for  fome 
time,  they  are  followed  by  alternate  palenefs  and 
flufhing  of  the  countenance,  heat  and  drynefs  of  the 
fkin,  feeble  and  quick  pulfe,  thirft,  fretfulnefs,  in- 
creafmg  debility  and  difturbed  fleep,  during  which 
the  patients  grind  or  gnafli  their  teeth,  and  are  fub- 
jeft  to  involuntary  ftarting,  and  twitching  of  diffe- 
rent mufcles. 

Every  cafe  of  marafmus  does  not  neceffarily  in- 
clude all  the  fymptoms  which  I  have  enumerated. 
Different  combinations  of  them  give  a  variety  of  the 
difeafe,  which  is,  however,  in  general,  readily  known 
and  diflinguifhed. 

Marafmus  appears  moft  commonly  among  weak 
and  infirm  children,  whether  they  are  fo  from  deli- 
cacy of  conllitution,  or  from  incidental  caufes.  It  is 
particularly  prevalent  in  large  and  populous  cities, 
where  children  are  deprived  of  ready  accefs  to  exer- 
cife  in  pure  air,  and  ficken  and  pine  in  the  nurfery  j 
or  when  they  are  confined  in  crowded  and  airlefs 
fchool.rooms,  whither  they  are  fent,  partly  for  the 

purpofes 
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purpofes  of  education,  and  partly,  to  ufe  a  common 
phrafe,  with  the  view  of  being  kept  out  of  harm  s 
^ay     Children  alfo,  who  are  employed  in  manufac- 
tories, where  their  occupation  and  confinement  are 
fuch  as  to  weaken  and  enervate  them,  are  liable  to 
be  attacked  with  this  difeafe.    Irregularity  m  diet 
and  improper  food,  alfo  give  rife  to  marafmus.  We 
accordingly  obferve  it  to  prevail  moft  commonly  m 
autumn,  the  feafon  which  affords  opportunity  for 
;nripe  fruit  and  vegetable  articles  from  the 

garden. 

In  proof  of  the  operation  of  thefe  caufes  I  re- 
that  I  have  held  the  office  of  Phyfictan  to 

ri;e  Heriot'sHofpital  for  two  and  thirty  yea.^ 

During  this  long  period,  I  fcarcely  recoUea  an  m- 
JlelfthismLfmus  among  the  child^n  e^^^ 

tained  in  that  inftitution.    Thts  may  be  attributed 
to  the  healthy  fite  of  the  building ;  to  the  cleanhnefs 
an  free  ven nation  of  every  part  of  it ;  to  t  e  whole- 
1  Lurilhing  food  of  the  children, 
expofure  to  pure  air  while  enpymg  the.r 
fports. 

Marafmus  has  been  generally  attributed  to  the 
prefence  of  worms  in  the  ahn„  c-h  J 
fuppofition,  however,  is  quefttonable.  Afca 
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Teniae,  and  Lumbrici,  are  the  worms  moft  commonly 
found  in  the  human  inteftines. 

Afcarides,  which  are  often  puffed  in  great  num- 
bers by  children  when  at  ftool,  are  not  accompanied 
by  the  fymptoms  of  marafmus.  Except  an'  itching 
about  the  anus,  they  give  little  other  uneafmefs. 

The  tenia  or  tape  worm,  the  prefence  of  which  is 
known  by  pecuhar  fymptoms,  which  are  the  fource 
of  much  fuffering  in  after  periods  of  life,  is  altoge- 
ther unknown  in  infancy  and  childhood. 

The  lumbricus,  or  round  worm,  therefore,  muft 
be  the  generally  fuppofed  caufe  of  the  fymptoms  of 
marafmus.    Medical  gentlemen,  who  have  pradifed 
in  tropical  climates,  fpeak  much  of  the  luuibricus, 
and  mention  the  number  of  them  that  is  occafionally 
paired  to  be  very  great.    There  may  be  fomething  in 
the  climate,  foil,  or  ftate  of  the  air  of  thefe  regions ; 
in  the  mode  of  life  or  conftitution  of  the  inhabitants, 
with  which  we  are  unacquainted  which  may  account 
for  this  circumftance.    But  in  our  cooler  latitudes, 
no  fuch  inftances  of  numerous  lumbrici  have  been 
noticed.    On  the  contrary,  after  the  beft  directed 
courfe  of  anthelmintic  medicines,  when  the  fymp- 
toms of  the  difeafe  are  going  off,  no  lumbrici  have 

^  beer^ 
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been  feen,  unlefs  we  admit,  that  the  worms,  defliroy- 
ed  by  the  efficacy  of  the  medicines,  conftitute  the 
unnatural  and  fetid  feces  which,  in  fuch  inftances, 
are  voided  in  great  abundance. 

This  admiffion,  however,  is  not  to  be  readily  grant- 
ed ;  for  fimilar  feces  are  paffed  upon  the  exhibition 
of  an  early  purgative,  and  before  any  fpecific  vermi- 
fuge is  employed. 

Farther,  the  prefence  of  lumbrici  in  the  bowels  is 
by  no  means  an  uniform  caufe  of  bad  health.  They 
have  been  known  to  exift  in  the  inteftinal  canal  with- 
out any  difeafe  enfuing.  Thefe  inftances  are  not  rare, 
and  are  not  confined  to  childhood.  They  militate 
againft  the  received  opinion,  that  lumbrici,  within 
the  inteftines,  are  the  caufe  of  marafmus  ;  for  if  they 
are  fo  in  a  fingle  cafe,  they  ftiould  be  fo  in  every 


one. 


This  opinion,  however,  that  worms  exift,  and  ex- 
crt  a  baneful  influence  in  the  inteftines,  has  been  fo 
prevalent  for  ages,  that  a  great  many  anthelmintic 
medicines,  fome  peculiar  to  the  nurfery,  others  to 
the  regular  praditioner,  have  been  mentioned  and 
extolled.  Of  thefe,  fome  have  been  confidered  as 
fpecific  poifon  to  the  infeft,  and  others  are  conceived 
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to  deflroy  it  by  mechanical  triture.  Mod  of  them 
have  had  their  partifans  for  the  day,  and  have  paffed 
in  fucceffion  through  the  ordeal  of  experience,  into 
oblivion.  The  utility  of  fuch  anthelmintics  as  have 
been  found  to  be  moft  beneficial,  has,  in  my  opinion, 
been,  in  proportion  to  the  purgative  powers  which 
they  polTelTed. 

When  I  confider  the  languor  and  lafTititde  which 
precede  this  marafmus ;  when  I  recoiled  the  confti- 
tutional  or  acquired  debility  of  thofe  who  are  more 
particularly  expofed  to  be  affefted  by  it,  inftead  of 
adopting  the  common  opinion,  of  its  being  occafioned 
by  worms,  I  am  more  difpofed  to  think,  that  a  torpid 
ftate,  or  weakened  a6lion  of  the  alimentary  canal,  is 
the  immediate  caufe  of  the  difeafe  ;  whence  proceed 
coftivenefs,  diftenfion  of  the  bowels,  and  a  peculiar 
irritation,  the  confequence  of  remora  of  the  feces. 
I  have  accordingly  been  long  in  the  habit  of  employ- 
ing purgative  medicines  for  the  cure  of  this  maraf- 
mus  ;  the  objea  is,  to  remove  indurated  and  fetid 
feces,  the  accumulation  perhaps  of  months ;  and  as 
this  objed  is  accompliflnng,  the  gradual  return  of 
appetite  and  vigour  mark  the  progrefs  of  recovery. 

.  ^'^""'y  °f  difeafe,  from  the  firft  indifpofi- 
Mon,  to  the  appearance  of  more  urgent  fymptoms, 

^  2  difpof<38 
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difpofes  me  to  confider  it  as  confifting  of  two  ftages 
or  periods ;  the  incipient,  and  the  confirmed.  The 
firft  period  commences  with  the  difeafe,  and  conti- 
nues to  the  acceffion  of  the  febrile  fymptoms.  Thefe 
ufher  in  the  confirmed  ftage,  which  continues  to  the 
end.  This  is  not  a  frivolous  remark  ;  it  is  of  ufe  m 
praftice.  1 

In  the  incipient  ftage,  the  bowels  are  not  altoge- 
ther  torpid  and  inaftive,  neither  are  they  overloaded 
with  accumulated  feces.  Mild  purgatives,  therefore, 
repeated  at  proper  intervals,  eftba  a  cure.  They 
preferve  the  bowels  in  proper  adion,  carry  off  feces 
which  had  begun  to  be  ofFenfive  and  hurtful,  and 
prevent  farther  accumulation. 

In  feleding  purgative  medicines,  we  muft  flatter 
the  tafte  of  our  young  patients.  Powder  of  jalap  is 
not  altogether  unpleafant.  The  mild  neutral  falts, 
diifolved  in  a  fuitable  quantity  of  beef  tea,  are  alfo 
convenient  purgatives ;  but  calomel  will  prove,  on  . 
.  feveral  accounts,  the  moft  certain  and  ufeful  remedy 
of  this  kind. 

Neglea,  on  fome  occafions,  and  too  great  confi- 
dence  in  inert  medicines  on  others,  allow  the  con- 
firmed  ftage  of  marafmus  to  fteal  on  imperceptibly. 

Manifeft 
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Manifeft  danger  now  threatens  the  young  fufFerer, 
whofe  remaining  flefh  and  ftrength  are  rapidly  wafted 
by  the  fupervening  fever ;  while  proftration  and  de- 
pravity of  appetite  withhold  neceflary  nourifhment. 
And  at  the  fame  time,  the  more  inadlive  bowel,  and 
greater  bulk  of  feculent  matter,  throw  additional 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  cure,  . 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  I  adopt  aflive  pradlice, 
in  the  view  of  ftimulating  the  inteftines,  and  of  put- 
ting the  collefted  mafs  in  motion  without  delay.  I 
find  thefe  ends  are  beft  obtained  by  giving  fmall  do- 
fes  of  the  purgative  medicine  which  T  employ,  and 
by  repeating  thefe  frequently  ;  fo  that  the  latter 
dofes  may  fupport  the  effeds  of  preceding  ones. — 
When  the  bowels  are  once  opened,  ftronger  purga- 
tives, given  at  longer  intervals,  will  accomplifh  the 
cure. 

I  obferve  calomel  to  be  equally  ufeful  in  this,  as 
in  the  incipient  ftate  of  the  difeafe  ;  but  great  atten- 
tion muft  be  given  during  the  exhibition  of  it.  With- 
out this,  as  the  fetor  of  the  breath  prevents  us  from 
recognizing  the  mercurial  fetor  accurately,  the 
mouth  may  be  affeded  unneceffarily  and  unexpeft- 
edly, 


While 
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While  I  thus  give  appropriate  purgative  medicines, 
I  fin.i  it  neceffary  in  order  to  have  full  information 
of  their  elFeds,  to  infped  daily  what  is  palfed  at  ftool. 
The  fmell  and  appearance  of  the  feces  are  a  criterion 
of  the  progrefs  we  make  in  the  cure,  and  direfl  the 
farther  adminiftration  of  the  purgatives.  This  in- 
fpeftion  is  the  more  necelTary,  as  we  cannot  expecl 
the  information  we  want  from  our  little  patients  ;  and 
we  will  often  look  for  it  in  vain  from  the  attendants, 
whofe  prejudices,  and  whofe  ignorance  of  our  views, 
grevent  their  feeing  the  propriety  of  the  enquiry. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  difeafe,  the  feces  are 
dark,  fetid,  and  varying  from  a  coftive  confiftence, 
to  that  of  clay,  ?nd  are  often  fluid ;  and  fuch  they 
appear  upon  the  firft  exhibition  of  the  purgative  me- 
dicines. I  obferve  that  the  recovery  of  the  fick  keeps 
pace  with  the  return  of  feces  of  natural  colour,  form, 
and  fmell ;  a  change  which  the  repetition  of  purga- 
tives does  not  fail  to  produce. 

While  I  give  purgative  medicines  after  this  manner, 
in  this  ftage  of  marafmus,  in  which  the  obftinacy  of 
the  difeafe  is  fometimes  great,  and  the  danger  attend- 
ing it  imminent,  nouriftiing  food,  of  light  and  di- 
geftible  quality,  and  fuited  to  the  tafte  of  the  patient, 
md  the  moderate  ufe  of  wine,  are  much  wanted. 

For 
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Fdr  fome  time  after  the  fymptoms  have  difappear- 
cd,  it  is  expedient  to  continue  a  mild  ftimulus  to  the 
bowels.  As  they  have  recently  fuffered,  and  have 
been  weakened  by  over  diftenfion,  they  are  apt  to 
favour  fubfequent  accumulation  of  feces,  the  forerun- 
ner of  a  relapfe,  which  is  to  be  dreaded  the  more,  as 
the  patients  have  been  weakened  by  the  previous 
difeafe. 

This  gentle  folicitatlon  of  the  alvine  evacuation,  for 
it  ought  to  be  gentle,  is  not  attended  with  danger  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  greatefl:  promoter  of  reco- 
very in  this  cafe,  with  which  1  am  acquainted.  It  re- 
lieves the  ftomach,  and  improves  the  appetite  and 
digeftion.  Befides,  nothing  more  is  intended  by  this 
practice,  than  to  eftablilh  a  regular  action  of  the 
bowels,  after  long  conflipation,  by  procuring  daily 
one  or  two  eafy  motions,  which  are  indeed  at  all 
times  necelTary  to  the  healthy  condition  of  child- 
hood. 

AVith  this  precaution,  I  do  not  feel  the  neceflity 
of  employing  tonic  and  bracing  medicines  to  com- 
plete the  cure ;  this  objefl  is  readily  obtained,  in  ge- 
neral, by  the  ufe  of  light' nourifliing  food,  and  by  the 
'  patient  being  much  in  the  open  air. 

I  do 


56 


ON  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES 


I  do  not,  however,  fay  that  fl:rengthei)ing  medi- 
cines may  not  be  ufeful  towards  the  clofe  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  many  pradtitioners  fet  a  value  upon  them. 
Lime-water,  infufions  of  vegetable  bitters,  and  cha- 
lybeates,  are  of  this  defcription  ;  and,  provided  they 
do  not,  by  any  peculiar  efFe£t  on  the  ftjmach,  pre- 
vent noufilhment  b^^ing  taken,  will  advance  the  re- 
turn of  the  tone  and  vigorous  a£lion  of  the  ftomach 
and  alimentary  canal. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  unfold  the  opinion  I 
entertain  of  this  marafmus,  and  of  the  caufes  which 
induce  it ;  and  to  explain  the  method  of  cure  which 
I  have  employed  for  a  great  length  of  time,  with  fuc- 
cefs,  in  my  private  pradice. 


As- marafmus  proceeds  from  fymptoms  of  flight 
indifpofition,  through  a  feries  of  others  which  be- 
come daily  more  and  more  obftinate  and  dangerous ; 
as  the  firft  deviation  from  health  is  eafily  obviated  by 

the 
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the  ftiniulus  of  purgative  medicines,  which  brings  the 
fluggifti  bowels  into  regular  action,  and  evacuates 
their  contents ;  and  as  the  difeafe  attacks  the  young 
and  thoughtlefs,  who  can  hardly  explain  their  feel- 
ings, it  behoves  mothers,  and  nurfes,  and  fuperin- 
tendants  of  nurferies  and  of  manufadtories,  to  whom 
the  care  of  the  young  is  committed,  to  vi^atch  over 
their  charge  with  afliduity.  Proftration  and  depra- 
vity of  appetite,  a  changing  complexion,  tumefaction 
of  the  abdomen,  fcanty  and  unnatural  ftools,  and  fe- 
tid breath,  indicate  approaching  danger.  When  thefe 
therefore,  are  obferved,  affiftance  fhould  be  alked  ; 
by  the  prompt  interpofition  of  which  much  eventual 
diftrefs,  and  even  death  itfelf  may  be  prevented. 

But  other  confiderations  weigh  with  me  alfo,  when 
1  call  for  this  affiduity.  Marafmus  has  a  clofe  con- 
nexion with  other  formidable  difeafes,  and  either  pre- 
cedes or  feems  to  accompany  them  ;  of  thefe,  I  lhall 
at  prefent  notice  two,  hydrocephalus  and  epilepfy. 

Hydrocephalus  internus,  the  bane  of  infancy  and 
of  childhood,  a  difeafe  big  with  much  fuffering,  and 
of  a  fatal  tendency,  has  at  all  times  occupied  the 
attention  of  phyficians.  They  have  endeavoured  to 
inveftigate  its  nature,  to  affign  the  caufes  which  in  - 
duce  it,  and  to  propofe  curative  indications,  Differ- 
ent 
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ent  fentiments  on  tliefe  fubje£ts  have  led  them  to  cm- 
ploy  numerous  and  difcordant  remedies.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  even  now  they  are  not  at  one  as  to  the  caufes  of 
hydrocephaUis,  fo  involved  are  thefe  in  obfcurity. 
Neither  have  they  made  the  moft  diftant  approaches 
towards  the  difcovery  of  a  certain  remedy  for  it. 

This  much  is  known,  that  hydrocephalus  often 
fteals  flowly  on,  with  fymptoms  refembling  thofe  of 
incipient  marafmus.  Till  fome  better  theory,  there- 
fore,  is  eftablifhed,  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  marafmus,  of  which  1  have  treated,  may  on 
fome  occafions  give  rife  to  hydrocephalus,  by  impair- 
ing the  vigour  of  the  conftitution,  and  by  favouring 
ferous  effufion  into  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

This  conjefture  merits  the  greater  attention  on 
this  account,  that  while  the  fymptoms  of  hydroce- 
phalus refemble  thofe  of  incipient  and  even  of  con- 
firmed marafmus,  they  have  been  removed  by  the 
diligent  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines.  The 
truth  of  this  obfervation  has  been  repeatedly  confirm- 
ed in  my  private  praftice,  and  it  affords  an  addition- 
al reafon  for  the  exercife  of  watchful  attention,  to 
prevent  the  confirmed  ftateof  marafmus,  which  may, 
in  more  inftances  than  we  are  aware  of,  have  been 
the  forerunner  if  not  the  caufe  of  hydrocephalus. 

Epilepfy, 
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Epilepfy,  than  which  no  difeafe  is  fo  diftrefling  to 
the  patient,  and  perplexing  to  the  phyfician,  often 
appears  in  childhood.  It  acquires  a  holdj  and  is  con- 
firmed by  the  repetition  of  the  fits,  till  their  frequen- 
cy, and  the  force  of  habit  fix  it,  and  make  it  a  con- 
flitutional  difeafe  for  life. 

It  is  not  my  prefent  purpofe  to  enquire  in  what 
manner,  the  functions  of  the  organs  more  immedi- 
ately afFefted  by  epileptic  paroxyfm  are  influenced, 
fo  as  to  give  permanency  to  the  difeafe.  The  uncer- 
tainty of  the  theories  propofed  on  this  fubjedl,  and 
the  little  benefit  that  arifes  from  them  in  pra£lice, 
hold  out  little  inducement  to  enter  on  the  difcuf- 
fion. 

It  is  however,  I  believe,  generally  underflood,  that 
the  firft  attacks  of  epilepfy  are  not  always  idiopathicj 
but  are  frequently  the  effed  of  particular  irritation 
of  the  mind  or  body.  There  are  many  inftances  of 
irritation  of  the  body  inducing  epilepfy.  When  no 
other  is  evident,  the  loaded  inteftine  and  the  change 
induced  on  its  contents  in  the  courfe  of  the  maraf- 
mus,  of  which  I  have  fpoken,  may  be  fufpeded  of 
giving  the  irritation  in  queftion. 


In 
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.  In  fa6l,  praftitioners  have  had  this  circum fiance 
in  view  ;  for  they  enumerate  worms  in  the  inteftines, 
or  marafmus,  as  I  underftand  their  language,  among 
the  caufes  of  epilepfy.  Surely,  therefore,  this  confi- 
deration  fuggefts  another  cogent  reafon  for  watching 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  marafmus.  And  it  will  in- 
duce us  on  the  firft  attack  of  epilepfy  in  children, 
arifing  from  an  uncertain  caufe,  to  fet  on  foot  the 
moft  decided  and  aftive  courfe  of  purgative  medii- 
cines  ;  and  not  peradventure  to  allow  the  difeafe 
to  ftrike  root,  while  we  are  idly  employed  in  the  ex- 
hibition of  inert  and  ufelefs  vermifuge  medicines  ; 
or  are  groping  in  the  dark  in  queft  of  other  caufes 
of  the  difeafe,  or  of  uncertain  remedies  for  their 
removal. 

In  the  fourth  number  of  the  appendix,  I  give  the 
hiftory  of  two  cafes  of  marafmus  from  the  records 
of  the  Royal  Infirmary.  And  in  the  fame  number, 
I  infert  alfo  communications  from  Mr  James  Rulfell 
and  from  Mr  Benjamin  Bell,  in  confirmation  of  the 
connexion  that  fubfifts  between  the  marafmus  of  in- 
fancy, and  hydrocephalus.  Thefe  communications 
will  be  read  with  interefl. 


CHAP. 


I 


CHAP.  IV. 


ON  THE    UTILITY    AND    ADMINISTRATION  OF  PURGATIVE 
MEDICINES,  IN  CHLOROSIS. 


The  young  of  either,  but  particularly  of  the  female 
fex,  are  expofed,  about  the  age  of  puberty,  to  a  fe- 
ries  of  fymptoms,  which,  although  flight  in  the  be- 
ginning, become  by  flow  degrees,  abundantly  diflref- 
fmg  and  fevere.  They  are  ufliered  in  by  a  difagree- 
able  breath,  or  exhalation  from  the  mouth,  not  un- 
frequently  of  a  feculent  odour  ;  by  acid  and  fetid 
eruaations,  by  proflration,  and  depravity  of  appetite, 
marked  by  an  averfion  to  ufual  food,  and  a  defire 
for  fubftances,  which  are  not  digeftible,  fuch  as  chalk, 
cinders,  fand.  Thefe  fymptoms  are  generally  pre- 
ceded by  coflivenefs,  which  prevails  throughout  the 
difeafe. 

A  ^-ofy 
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A  rofy  complexion  now  gives  place  to  a  pale,  and 
fometimes  to  a  greenilh,  and  at  other  times  to  a  yel- 
lowifli  colour  of  {kin.    The  lips  and  gums  exchange 
their  vermilion  tint  for  a  death-like  palenefs  ;  the 
eyes  are  dull,  and  the  inferior  part  of  their  orbits  is 
puflfy,  and  of  a  dark  hue  ;  the  motions  become  lan- 
guid and  feeble  ;  the  pulfe,  which  is  generally  fmall 
and  flow,  is  readily  excited  to  a  quick  and  irregdlar 
beat ;  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  hurried  and  la- 
bouring refpiration  are  brought  on  by  flight  exertion; 
fyncope  often  occurs ;  head-ach,  vertigo,  dulnefs, 
and  impaired  memory  and  judgment  afterwards  fu- 
pervene.    To  thefe  fucceeds  a  peevifti  and  reclufe 
turn  of  mind,  which  makes  the  unhappy  fufferer 
ftiun  fociety,  and  court  darknefs  and  folitude. 

In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  the  flefti  becomes 
loofe  and  flaccid,  the  urine  is  diminiflied,  and  the 
perfpiration  feems  to  be  checked.    Serous  efFufions 
into  the  cellular  membrane,  produce  at  firft  oedema 
of  the  lower  extremities,  and  afterwards  anafarca. 
Languor  and  debility  continuing,  death,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  clofes  the  fcene.    In  the  female,  thefe  fymp- 
toms  are  commonly  accompanied  with  irregular  or 
fufpended  menfl:ruation. 

J  Biflferent 
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Different  authors  arrange  thefe  fyraptoms  indifcri- 
niinately,  under  different  names,  Chlorofis,  Leuco- 
phlegmatia,  and  Cachexia}  which  are,  in  medicine, 
therefore,  nearly  fynonymous. 

Chlorofis  has  attrafted  the  notice  of  the  earlleft 
medical  writers,  and  various  opinions  refpecling  its 
nature  and  caufes,  have  been  entertained. 

It  is  not  perhaps  neceffary  at  this  era,  to  confider 
at  length,  the  doarines  of  the  humoral  pathology, 
which  prevailed  in  phyfic,  from  a  remote  period  and 
about  which  the  Boerhavian  fchool  was  fo  much  oc- 
cupied. The  dogmata  refpefting  fpontaneous  gluten, 
the  lentor  and  fluidity  of  the  blood,  and  the  alkaline 
and  acid  acrimonies  of  the  fluids,  do  not  now  arreft 
much  attention.  Even  in  the  prefent  improved  ftatc 
of  chemiftry,  we  are  little  able  to  afcertain  the  na- 
ture  of  the  animal  fluids,  either  in  a  flate  of  health 
or  of  difeafe  ;  fo  as  to  fay,  in'what  the  former  con- 
fiflis  ;  or  by  what  deviations  the  latter  is  intro- 
duced. 


Neverthelefs,  to  this  fuppofed  cachedic  ftate  of 
the  juices,  the  above  mentioned  fymptoms  of  chloro- 
fis  have  been  referred  j  and,  to  promote  a  cure,  re- 
courfe  has  been  had  to  diluting,  incraffating,  and 

ftrengthening 
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ftrengthening  medicines,  and  to  redifiers  of  peculiar 


acrimonies. 


Accordingly,  a  crude,  multifarious,  and  often  inert 
praaice  has  been  adopted ;  little  calculated  for  the 
fpeedy  removal  of  a  difeafe,  which  gains  ftrength 
by  delay,  and  which,  in  fome  inftances,  becomes 
quickly  too  formidable  to  be  cured  by  any  means 
that  can  be  devifed. 

When  the  humoral  pathology  funk  in  eftimation, 
other  opinions  arofe,  on  which  the  explanation  of  the  . 
fymptoms  of  chlorofis,  and  the  indications  for  its 
cure  were  founded. 

As  chlorofis  generally  appears  about  the  age  of 
puberty,  and  in  the  female,  either  before,  or  foon 
after  the  firft  flow  of  the  menftrual  flux,  many  have 
fuppofed  the  retention  or  fuppreffion  of  the  menfes 
to  be  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

This  fuppofitlon,  however,  is  liable  to  objeftions. 
We  cannot  afcertain  the  precife  time,  at  which  the 
retention  of  the  menfes  may  be  confidered  as  a  cir- 
cumftance  connefted  with  difeafe.  The  age  of  pu- 
berty is  not  the  fame  in  every  female  :  chlordfis  may 
^  therefore 
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therefore  exift,  long  before  the  agency  of  the  men- 
flrual  flux  is  felt  in  the  conftitution. 

But,  oppofed  to  this  theory,  a  ftiU  more  conclu- 
five  argument  is  drawn,  from  the  circumflance  of 
chlorofis  appearing  occafionally  among  the  more 
feeble,  and  delicate  of  the  male  fex  ;  for  although 
females  are  attacked  more  frequently  and  more  fe- 
vereiy  with  chlorofis,  yet  it  is  not  pecuhar  to  them. 

For  thefe  reafons,  this  do6lrine  is  now  generally 
rejedled.  Another,  founded  on  the  ftate  of  the  ge^ 
Aital  organs,  occupies  its  place ;  it  comes  from  moft 
refpeftable  authority,  and  it  has  obtained  many 
profelytes^ 

Dr.  Cullen  thus  exprelTes  himfelf  in  paragraphs 
M,  Ml,  Mir,  Mill,  of  his  Firft  Lines  of  the  Pradice 
of  Phyfic  ;   «  Thefe  fymptoms,"  namely,  fome  of 
thofe  which  I  have  enumerated  above,  (and  which  the 
Dr.  details,)  «  when  occurring  in  a  high  degree,  con^ 
llitute  the  chlorofis  of  authors  ;  hardly  ever  appear, 
ing  feparate  from  the  retention  of  the  menfes  ;  and 
:^ttending  to  thefe  fymptoms,  the  caufe  of  this  reten. 
fion,  may,  I  think,  be  perceived. 

"  Thefe  fymptoms,  manifeftly  Ihew  a  confiderable 

^  laxity 
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laxity  and  flaccidity  of  the  whole  fyftem,  and  there- 
fore  give  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  retendon  of 
the  menfes  accompanying  them,  is  owing  to  a  weak- 
er aaion  of  the  veffels  of  the  uterus,  which  therefore 
do  not  impel  the  blood  into  their  extremides,  with  a 
force  fufficient  to  open  thefe,  and  pour  out  blood  by 
them. 

"  How  it  happens,  that  at  a  certain  period  of  life, 
a  flaccidity  of  the  fyftem  arifes  in  young  women,  not 
generally  affeded  with  fuch  weaknefs  or  laxity,  and 
of  which,  but  a  little  before,  they  had  given  no  in- 
dication, may  be  difficult  to  explain  ;  but  I  would 
attempt  it  in  this  way. 

"  As  a  certain  ftate  of  the  ovaria  in,  females  pre- 
pares and  difpofes  them  to  the  exercife  of  venery, 
about  the  very  period  at  which  the  menfes  firft  ap- 
pear, it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  ftate  of  the  ova- 
ria, and  that  of  the  uterine  veffels,  are,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  connefted  together  ;  and  as,  generally,  fymp- 
ioms  of  a  change  in  the  ftate  of  the  former  appear 
before  thofe  of  the  latter,  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
the  ftate  of  the  ovaria  has  a  great  fliare  in  exciting  the 
aaion  of  the  uterine  veffels,  and  in  producing  the 
menftrual  flux.    But  analogous  to  what  happens  in 
the  male  fex,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that,  in  females,  a 

3  certain 
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certain  ftate  of  the  genitals  is  neceflary  to  give  tone, 
and  tenfion  to  the  whole  fyftem  ;  and  therefore,  if 
the  ftimulus  arifmg  from  the  genitals  be  wanting, 
the  whole  fyftem  may  fall ,  into  a  torpid  or  flaccid 
ftate,  and  thence  the  chlorofis  and  retention  of  the 
menfes  may  arife.'* 

"  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  retention  of 
the  menfes  is  to  be  referred  to  a  certain  ftate  or^  af- 
feftion  of  the  ovariaj  but  what  is  precifely  the,  na- 
ture of  this  affedion,  or  what  are  the  caufes  of  it,  I 
will  not  pretend  to  explain  ;  nor  can  I  explain  in 
what  manner  that  primary  caufc  of  retention  is  to  be 
removed.'* 

Dr.  Cullen  afterwards  entertained  and  promulgat- 
ed  the  opinion,  that  the  retention  of  the  menfes  al- 
ways  accompanied  the  fymptoms  of  chlorofis. 

In  the  uncertainty  in  which  Dr.  Cullen  admits  the 
aff"e6lion  of  the  ovaria,  to  which  he  refers  fufpended 
menftruation,  as  well  as  the  caufes  of  this  aff-edion, 
to  be  involved,  he  recommends,  in  conducing  the' 
cure  of  retention  of  the  menfes,  to  obviate  particu- 
lar  fymptoms,  by  reftoring  the  tone  of  the  fyftem  in 
general,  and  by  exciting  the  aftion  of  the  uterine 

*  ^  veflels 
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veflels  in  particular :  the  fame  means  being  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  cu^'e  of  chlorofis. 

By  this  theory,  Dr.  CuUen  attempts  to  efl-abllfli, 
that  the  retention  of  the  nienfes,  and  chlorofis,  are 
co-exiftent  difeafes,  appearing  about  the  age  of  pu- 
berty, and  originating  in  a  defeftive  communication 
of  a  due  ftimulus  from  the  genital  organs,  on  which 
the  tone  and  tenfion  of  the  whole  fyftem  depend. 

Whilft  I  acknowledge  the  great  importance  of  the 
fexual  organs  ;  while  I  perceive  that  they  influence 
the  charafter  and  difpofition  of  the  adult  of  every 
fpecies  of  animals  ;  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that 
thefe  organs,  and  the  dodrines  of  their  fundions, 
have  had  too  great  a  fliare  in  our  pathological  rea* 
fonings,  and  too  great  weight,  in  direding  our  con- 
dud  in  the  cure  of  difeafes.    And  having  experien- 
ced the  uncertainty  of  the  ufual  means  which  are 
recommended  for  the  cure  of  chlorofis,  and  the 
utility  of  another  mode  of  treating  the  difeafe,  I 
was  led,  greatly  hefitating,  to  queftion  the  theory  of 
the  Cullenian  fchool  on  this  fubjed. 

The  alTumption,  that  the  ftate  of  the  ovaria,  and 
that  of  the  uterine  velTels  have  a  connexion ;  and 
that  the  former  has  a  great  fhare  in  exciting  the  ac- 
o  tion 
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tion  of  the  latter,  and  in  producing  the  menftrual 
flux  ;  the  prefumption,  that  a  certain  ftate  of  the  ge- 
,  nitals  is  neceflary  to  give  tone  and  tenfion  to  the 
whole  fyflem,  and  that,  if  the  ftimulus  arifing  from 
this  ftate  be  wanting,  the  whole  fyflem  may  fall  into 
a  torpid,  or  flaccid  ftate,  whence  chlorofis  may  arife  j 
appear  to  be  merely  a  begging  of  the  queftion,  and 
lead  to  no  certain  conclufion,  as  to  the  nature,  or 
caufe  of  this  ftate  of  the  genitals,  the  fuppofed  prime 
mover  in  the  retention  of  the  menfes,  and  in  the 
introdudtion  of  chlorofis  ;  or  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
means  of  curing  either. 

The  partial  and  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  genitals,  is  fuppofed,  according  to  this 
theory,  greatly  to  affed:  the  general  fyftem.  But 
there  are  inftances,  where  this  influence  is  altoge- 
ther, and  irretrievably  loft  ;  and  where  no  difeafe 
enfues.    Caftrated  and  fpayed  animals  fufter  certain 
changes  of  conftitution,  but  they  retain  the  enjoy- 
ment of  perfea  health.    And,  in  our  own  fpecies. 
eunuchs,  however  much  degraded  in  the  eftimation 
of  fociety,  in  confequence  of  their  emafculation,  are 
neither  a  ftiort  lived,  nor  an  unhealthy  fet  of  men. 
Reafoning  from  this  analogy,  I  do  not  underftand 
how  the  influence  of  the  female  genitals  can  be  fo 

great, 


70  ON  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES 

great,  as  that  its  partial  fufpenfion  fliould  occafion 
retention  of  the  menfes,  or  Ihould  induce  chlorofis. 

Another  theory  has  been  broached  on  this  fub- 
jefl:,  which  it  elucidates  by  a  reference  to  fexual 
defire.  Infmuations,  injurious  to  the  purity  of  mind, 
and  offenfive  to  the  modefty  of  the  fair  fufferers, 
have  been  thrown  out.  The  medical  moralift  talks 
of  the  chlorofis  amatoria,  and  follows  up  his  notion, 
with  appofite  counfel.  Into  what  contradidions  do 
the  refinements  of  dogmatifm  lead  us !  Can  pafTion 
exift,  when  the  organs  which  roufe  it  have  not  as  yet 
been  evolved  into  aflion  ;  or,  if  evolved,  have  been 
afterwards  rendered  effete  by  difeafe  ? 

I  could  not  avoid  entering  upon  thefe  difcuffions, 
which  I  have  conduced  with  all  brevity ;  I  thought 
it  was  necelfary  to  fliow,  that  the  doftrines  on  the 
fubjed  of  chlorofis,  are  neither  fo  clear  nor  fo 
well  founded,  as  to  warrant  the  conclufions,  which 
follow  necelTarily  from  them.  In  this  manner,  I  pre- 
pare the  reader  for  the  candid  confideration  of  what 
I'have  to  propofe  ;  a  candour  perhaps  not  the  lefs 
wanted  on  this  account,  that  my  opinion  of  the  dif- 
cafe  may  appear  at  firft  fight  too  fimple ;  and  my 
pradice  too  little  adorned  with  the  fliow  of  varied 
prefcription.  ^ 
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It  would  have  been  fortunate,  if  medical  enquirers 
had  always  followed  the  progrefs  of  difeafes,  ftep  by 
ftep,  and  viewed  them  as  a  whole,  from  the  firft 
deviation  from  health,  to  their  termination.  A  con- 
trary procedure  has  often  betrayed  them  into  confu- 
fion  and  error. 

Thus  in  chlorofis,  the  doftrlne  of  the  cacochymia 
of  the  juices,  and  that  of  the  peculiar  ftate  of  the 
genitals  affeding  the  whole  fyftem  with  flaccidity  and 
laxity,  are  evidently  founded  on  the  appearances, 
vl'hich  the  difeafe  exhibits,  when  it  is  fully  formed  ; 
and  from  which  appearances  alfo,  it  has  its  name_^; 
when,  at  the  fame  time,  the  hiftory  of  its  incipienr 
ftate  has  been  little  regarded. 

The  flighteft  attention  to  the  general  hiftory  of  the 
difeafe  evinces,  that  coftivenefs  precedes,  and  accom- 
panies the  other  fymptcms.  Coftivenefs  induces  the 
feculent  odour  of  the  breath,  difordered  ftomach,  de- 
praved appetite,  and  impaired  digeftion.  Thefe  pre- 
clude a  fufficient  fupply  of  nouriftiment,  at  a  period 
of  growth,  when  it  is  moft  wanted  :  hence  palenefs, 
laxity,  flaccidity,  the  nervous  fymptoms,  wafting  of 
the  mufcular  flefti,  languor,  debility,  the  retention 
of  the  menfes,  and  fufpenfion  of  other  excretions, 
ferous  eftufions,  dropfy,  and  death. 

This 
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This  View  of  chlorofis  explains  fome  circumftan- 
ces  conneaed  with  it.    The  feeble  and  delicate  of 
either  fex,  in  whom  the  languid  aflion  of  the  bowels 
readily  gives  place  to  coftivcnefs,  are  more  expofed  to 
chlorofis,  than  the  robuft.    Females  are,  in  general, 
more  delicate,  and,  in  certain  ranks  of  life,  arc  more 
fedentary,  than  males  ;  hence  coflivenefs,  and  chlo- 
rofis  are  more  common  with  the  former,  than  with 
the  latter.    It  is  well  known,  that  the  alvine  evacua- 
tion is  periodical,  and  fubjeded  to  the  power  of 
habit ;  if  the  regular  call  is  not  obeyed,  the  neceffity 
for  the  evacuation  palTes  away  ;  and  the  call  being 
again  and  again  negleded,  habitual  coftiyenefs  is  the 
confequence.    Hence,  from  the  feelings  of  the  fex, 
and  frequently  from  the  want  of  proper  opportuni- 
ties, coftivenefs,  and  its  attendant  chlorofis,  are  more 
prevalent  among  girls,  than  among  boys.  Again, 
the  greater  capacity  of  the  female  pelvis  gives  more 
room,  for  that  part  of  the  inteftinal  canal  which  is 
contained  within  it,  to  dilate,  and,  of  courfe,  to  admit 
of  greater  accumulation  of  feculent  matter,  which, 
in  proportion  to  its  remora,  becomes  more  and  more 
abundant,  and  more  impafted.    Hence  coftivenefs  is 
more  obftinate,  and  chlorofis,  and  other  difeafes  ori- 
ginating in  coftivenefs,  are  more  fevere,  and  are  of 
mqre  difficult  cure,  in  the  female,  than  in  the  male. 

ImprefTed 
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Imprefled  with  thefe  confiderations,  and  with  a 
previous  favourable  opinion  of  the  utility  of  purga- 
tive medicines,  in  other  complaints,  I,  many  years 
ago,  adopted  the  ufe  of  them  in  chlorofis.  I  expe6l- 
ed,  by  obviating  coftivenefs,  to  remove  the  flomachic 
fymptoms,  and,  of  courfe,  others  that  depended  up- 
on them.  I  purfued  this  practice  with  the  greater 
readinefs,  becaufe  I  had  experienced,  on  many  occa- 
fions,  the  uncertain,  and  protradted  cure  of  chlorofis, 
by  the  remedies  in  common  ufe. 

Scarcely  had  I  begun  the  exhibition  of  purgative 
medicines  in  chlorofis,  when  I  had  the  fatisfaftion  to 
find  that  the  opinion,  which  I  had  formed  of  them, 
was  well  founded,  and  that  they  proved  at  once  fafe, 
and  quickly  falutary. 

As  chlorofis  proceeds  by  flow  degrees,  from  its 
commencement,  to  its  confirmed  ftate ;  fo  I  found, 
according  to  the  progrefs  which  it  had  made,  that  the 
bowels  were  more  or  lefs  eafily  moved.  I  therefore 
varied  the  firength  of  the  purgative  medicines,  which 
I  employed,  as  well  as  the  frequency  of  their  repeti- 
tion, as  this  circumftance  feemed  to  require.  The 
unloading  the  conflipated  bowels  is  the  objed  to  be 
obtained  here,  as  it  will  be  found  to  be  in  chorea 

SanOi 
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Sanai  Viti ;  and  the  means,  by  which  it  is  obtained, 
are  the  fame  in  both  difeafes. 

As  it  will  be  feen  in  chorea,  fo  in  chlorofis,  the 
quantity  of  feculent  matter  accumulated  is  often  very 
great ;  and  the  movement  of  it,  .a  tafk  of  no  fmall 
difficulty. 

Of  courfe,  the  fame  attention,  and  affiduity  in  the 
exhibition  of  purgative  medicines,  which  I  ftiall 
point  out  to  be  fo  necelTary  in  chorea,  are  equally 
demanded  in  chlorofis.  The  practitioner,  who  is  not 
aware  of  this,  and  who,  yielding  to  the  importunity 
of  his  patients,  or  to  the  caprice  of  their  relations, 
does  not  fteadily  purfue  this  plan  of  cure,  will  be  dif- 
appointed,  his  abilities  will  be  called  in  queftion,  and 
his  praflice  vilified  and  negleded. 

After  the  due  evacuation  of  the  inteftinal  canal, 
recovery  may  be  promoted  by  the  interpofition  of  to- 
nic medicines.  If  fuch,  however,  abate  appetite,  and 
induce  ficknefs,  they  will  be  of  doubtful  efficacy. 
In  this  cafe,  the  patient  may  be  directed  to  truft  to  , 
the  ufe  of  nouriftiing  food  of  eafy  digeftion,  and  to 
frequent  expofure  to  the  open  air,  when  the  weather 
is  good. 


After 
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After  all,  I  am  not  fingular  in  this  praftice.  The 
favourers  of  the  humoral  pathology  have  recommend- 
ed a  gentle  purge,  at  intervals,  to  carry  off  whatever 
loads  the  inteftines.  Others  advife  the  fame  praftice, 
that  the  ftimulus  excited  by  the  purgative  may  be 
communicated  to  the  velTels  of  the  uterus,  which 
have  connexion  with  thofe  of  the  reftum.  But  as 
the  objeds,  in  thefe  inftances,  were  only:  fecondary, 
the  direa  good  effefts  of  purgative  medicines  feem 
not  to  have  been  underftood,  or  to  have  been  loft  m 
other  views,  directing  other  treatment. 


In  concluding  this  fubje£l,  I  muft  obferve,  how 
much  it  behoves  thofe,  who  have  the  charge  of  young 
people,  particularly  of  the  female  fex,  to  imprefs 
them  with  the  propriety,  nay,  with  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  of  attention  to  the  regular  ftate  of  the  bowels  ; 
and  to  put  it  in  their  power,  by  the  ufe  of  proper 
means,  to  guard  againft  conftipation  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  watch  over  them,  left,  through  indo- 
lence 
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lence,  they  negleft  a  circumftance,  which  promot- 
ing,  in  the  gay  feafon  of  youth,  the  enjoyment  of 
health  and  happinefs,  oppofes  a  fure  barrier  againa 
the  inroads  of  chlorofis,  always  a  diftrefling,  and 
fometimes  a  fatal  complaint. 

I  cannot  adduce  inftances  of  chlorofis  treated  by 
the  ufe  of  purgative  medicines.  This  difeafe  is  not 
frequent  among  that  clafs  of  fociety,  who  feek  a  re- 
fuge in  a  public  hofpital ;  while  my  notes  of  private 
cafes,  although  fufficient  for  my  own  purpofe,  are 
too  imperfed  to  afford  materials  for  authentic  hifto- 
tles  fitted  for  public  infpedion. 

I  am  however  enabled  to  fupply  my  own  deficien- 
cy in  this  particular,  by  inferting  in  the  fifth  number 
of  the  appendix,  a  cafe  of  chlorofis  communicated 
to  me  by  my  friend  Mr  Ruffell,  which  he  had  treat- 
ed by  purgative  medicines.  This  cafe  merits  the  at- 
tention of  the  reader. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 


ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRATION  OF  PURGATIVE 
MEDICINES,  IN  VOMITING  OF  BLOOD. 

Vomiting  of  blood  is  an  alarming  and  often  a  dif- 
trefsful  difeafe  ;  but  having  been  generally  confider- 
cd  to  be  fymptomatic  of  other  affeaions,  it  has  not 
found  a  place  in  any  regular  fyftem  of  phyfic. 

I  do  not  propofe  to  attempt  a  general  hiftory  of 
vomiting  of  blood.  But  there  is  one  variety  of  it, 
which  attacks  females,  who  are  from  eighteen  to 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  it  rarely  appears  fooner  or 

later 
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later  than  thefe  periods,  which  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
illuftrate. 


As  I  confine  my  attention  to  this  variety,  the  ob- 
fervations  which  I  am  about  to  make,  will  not  apply 
to  hsematemefis,  which  originates  in  organic  affec- 
tion of  the  ftomach,  and  vifcera  conneded  with  it, 
either  a  conftitutional  difeafe,  or  the  confequence  of 
'  previous  irregularities,  and  intemperance.  I  have 
feen  feveral  inftances  of  this  vomiting  of  blood,  the 
cure  of  which  is  doubtful  in  the  extreme,  and  dif- 
ficult. 

The  attack  of  the  hssmorrhagy,  of  which  I  am  to 
fpeak,  is  preceded  by  great  langour,  and  oppreffion, 
both  about  the  cheft,  and  the  prsecordia  ;  and  by  a 
fenfe  of  fulnefs  of  the  prscordia ;  by  cough,  dyfp- 
ncEa,  and  fometimes  by  pain  of  breaft ;  by  lofs  of 
appetite,  headach,  vertigo,  and  difturbed  fleep  ;  the 
£ye  is  dull,  the  countenance  is  expreffive  of  much 
diftrefs,  the  pulfe  is  feeble,  and  the  bowels  are  con- 
ftipated. 

In  this  ftate  of  impaired  health,  a  particular  fit  of 
ficknefs  and  naufea  is  the  immediate  fore-runner  of 
the  attack  of  the  vomiting  of  blood.  The  blood  vo- 
mited  is  fometimes  florid,  and,  at  other  times,  black, 

and 
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and  grumous.  The  quantity  of  blood  brought  up 
at  one  time,  varies  from  a  few  ounces,  to  the  quan- 
tity of  a  pound  or  more-  The  diftreffing  fymptoms 
are  relieved  by  this  difcharge  of  blood ;  but  are 
again  aggravated,  previoufly  to  the  return  of  a  fimi- 
lar  attack. 

This  difeafe,  under  the  ufual  management,  is  of 
uncertain  duration,  and  of  unequal  feverity. 

The  time  of  life,  at  which  this  hasmatemefis  takes 
place,  and  the  circumftance  of  being  peculiar  to  the 
female  fex,  have  induced  pradiiioners  to  imagine, 
that  it  is  intimately  connedled  with  the  menftrual 
flux  ;  the  fupprefiion  of  which  has  been  generally 
confidered  as  the  fole  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  It  has 
been  faid  to  be  a  hccmorrhagy,  vicarious  of  the  men- 
fes. 

The  high  importance  of  the  uterine  fyflem  in  the 
animal  oeconomy  cannot  be  doubted  ;  but  the  func- 
tions of  this  fyftem  are  veiled  in  deep  obfcurity,  and 
will  not,  perhaps,  be  at  any  time  clearly  underftood. 
They  have  occupied  much  of  the  attention  of  the 
fpeculative  enquirer  ;  and  ingenuity  has  been  taxed, 
to  invent  theories  in  explanation  of  them,  and  of 
their  influence,  in  health,  and  in. difeafe. 

The 
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The  menftrual  flux,  'the  mofl  obvious  of  the  lite-' 
rine  phenomena,  has  afforded  a  wide  field  for  dif- 
cuffion.  It  is  interwoven  with  the  opinions  we  en- 
tertain of  alfnoft  every  difeafe,  to  which  the  female 
fex  is  expofed.  Its  overflow,  or  its  fuppreflion,  arc 
the  ready  expounders  of  many  fymptoms  ;  and  the 
fruitful,  though  perhaps  imaginary  fource  of  many 
difeafes.  This  flux  is  a  conft:ant  objed  of  attention 
to  females,  who  are,  in  general,  well  fchooled,  as  td 
the  importance,  and  necefllty  of  it. 

Thefe  theories  of  the  fchools,  and  thefe  early  im- 
preflions  on  the  female  mind,  give  a  confequence  to 
this  fubjeft,  and  force  it  upon  the  notice  of  the  me- 
dical practitioner,  who  mufl:  fubfcribe  to  the  general 
opinions  refpefting  the  menfeSj  and  feem  to  adopt 
them,  although  he  may  queft:ion,  in  fome  refpeds, 
the  foundation  on  which  they  refl:,  and  the  conclu- 
fions  to  which  they  lead. 

Too  curious  a  refeafch  into  the  arcana  of  nature 
is  nugatory.  Thefe,  doubtlefs  for  wife  reafons,  feem 
to  be  placed  beyond  the  ken  of  mankind.  When, 
therefore,  we  adopt  the  views  and  language  of  the 
fchools,  on  points  merely  theoretical,  and  deduce 
pradical  conclufions  from  them,  it  is  probable  we 
may  err.    I  for  one,  am  inclined  to  think,  that  too 

much 
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much  has  been  imputed  to  the  influence  of  the  men- 
fes,  in  circumftances  of  difeafe.  In  explaining  thefe 
circumftances,  we  feem  to  have  reafoned  too  much 
on  a  fubjed,  that  is  but  too  little  underftood. 

The  interruption  of  the  evacuation  of  the  menfes 
frequently  takes  place  for  a  length  of  time,  without 
prejudice  to  the  health.    May  not  this  interruption, 
therefore,  be  oftener  the  fymptom,  or  confequence, 
than  the  caufe  of  difeafe  ?  It  is  not  uncommon  for 
females  to  complain,  about  the  ufual  period  of  men- 
ftruation  ;  and  if  the  menfes  do  not  appear,  the  pre. 
vious  difeafe  is  haftily  attributed  to  this  circumflancc. 
But  it  may,  with  equal  reafon,  and  with  equal  proba- 
bility, be  faid  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  fuppref. 
'fion. 


If  thefe  things  be  fo,  we  cannot  but  regret  theo- 
retical difquifitions,  which  have,  in  other  inftances, 
as  well  as  in  the  prefent  one,  led  us  to  an  attempt  of 
difficult  accomplifhment,  and  of  uncertain  ilTue,— the 
reftoration  of  fupprelTed  menftruation  ;  while  a  dif- 
ferent pradice,  more  certain,  and  more  ufeful,  and 
founded  on  different  views  of  the  cafe,  has  been 
either  never  devifed,  or  has  been  entirely  neglcded. 


I  feci 
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I  feel  myfelf  at  perfect  liberty  to  make  thefe  re- 
flexions ;  becaufe,  in  the  cafe  now  before  us,  the 
caufe  alTumed,  to  account  for  vomiting  of  blood, 
proceeds  upon  limited,  or  miftaken  information. 
Sufpended  menftruation  is  not  a  neceifary  concomi- 
tant of  hsematemefis,  which  appears  when  the  menfes 
are  regular.    I  do  not  know  in  what  proportion  of 
inftances  this  is  the  cafe  ;  but  if  it  be  fo  in  one  in- 
ftance,  this  one  inftance  overturns  the  theory,  does 
away  the  vicarious  nature  of  h^matemefis,  and  gives 
it  a  place,  where  I  conceive  it  ought  to  have  one, 
among  idiopathic  difeafes. 

About  ten  years  ago.  Dr.  Gafldng,  of  Plymouth, 
paired  a  feafon  in  Edinburgh.— I  had  the  pleafure  to 
be  acquainted  with  him,  and  I  cultivated  his  friend- 
fliip.  At  this  time  I  had  afcertained  the  efficacy  of 
purgative  medicines  in  feveral  difeafes  :  I  converfed 
with  Dr.  Calking  freely  on  thefe  fubjefts,  communi- 
cating the  obfervations  I  had  made. 

Dr.  Calking  frequently  walked  the  hofpital  with 
me.  He  obferved  a  patient  labouring  under  vomit- 
ing  of  blood,  whom  I  had  been  treating  in  the  ufual 
routine,  with  cooling  acidulous  medicines,  and  with 
different  emenagogues,  to  no  good  purpofe.  He  re- 
quefted  me  to  open  her  bowels  with  calomel ;  he 
^  fpoke 
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fpoke  with  the  decifion  which  experience  gives,  and 
I  followed  his  advice. 

This  patient  was  from  the  country ;  of  a  robufl 
make,  and  hale  conflitution.  She  was  about  twenty 
years  of  age*  The  alvine  evacuation,  procured  on 
the  exhibition  of  the  purgative,  was  copious,  and  of 
unnatural  appearance.  She  obtained  immediate  re- 
lief;  vomiting  of  blood  did  not  return  ;  and  a  few 
more  purgatives  eftablifhed  her  recovery.  She  left 
the  hofpital,  ftrongly  enjoined  to  preferve  a  regular 
ftate  of  her  belly,— means  for  this  purpofe  being 
furniihed  to  hen 

In  three  or  four  months,  this  patient  returned,  la- 
bouring under  conftipation,  and  vomiting  of  blood. 
The  conftipation  was  again  removed,  by  means  of 
calomel,  and  a  great  load  of  indurated,  and  fetid 
feces  was  brought  off.  In  a  fhort  time  (he  left  the 
hofpital,  again  cured,  and  again  admonifhed  to  be 
more  attentive  to  the  ftate  of  her  bowels. 

This  inftrudive  leffon  was  not  loft  upon  me  ;  it 
taught  me,  that  the  vomiting  of  blood  of  which  I 
ipeak,  depends  upon  Conftipation  of  the  belly,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  I  had  not  before  fufpefted.  ' 


I  have 
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I  have  followed  ihe  practice  which  this  cafe  fug- 
gefted,  in  the  inftances  of  the  difeafe  which  I  have 
fince  met  with  ;  and  my  fuccefs  has  been  fo  uni- 
form, that  I  now  lay  it  down  as  a  certain  pofition, 
that  the  proper  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines  af- 
fords fure,  and  efFeclual  means  of  removing  haema- 
temefis,  the  fubje£t  of  this  chapter. 

The  purgatives,  which  I  have  ufed  in  thefe  cafes, 
have  never  excited  vomiting;  and,  what  may  be 
thought  fmgular,  I  have,  never  been  able  to  afcertain 
the  prefence  of  blood  in  the  feces. 

As  the  ftrength  of  patients  labouring  under  this 
vomiting  of  blood  is  generally  pretty  entire,  we  need 
not  dread  full  purging  ;  but  this  effed  is  not  want- 
ed ;  if  we  unload  the  bowels,  we  accomphfh  the 
cure. 

The  feces  which  are  brought  off  are  copious,  un- 
natural in  colour,  confiflence,  and  fmell,  as  they  ge- 
nerally  are  after  long  remora,  the  confequence  of 
obflinate,  and  protrafted  coftivenefs. 

The  different  circumftances,  which  not  only  ex. 
pofe  women  to  coftivenefs  more  readily  than  men, 
but,  when  it  does  occur,  to  a  more  obftinate  kind  of 

it. 
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it,  as  mentioned  in  the  chapter  on  chlororis,  may  ex- 
plain, why  they  are  exclufively  the  fubjefts  of  this 
difeafe  : — A  confideration,  which  affords  me  a  flrong 
additional  argument,  for  inculcating  the  moft  fedul- 
ous  attention  to  the  careful  fupport  of  a  regularly 
afting  flate  of  the  bowels  ;  the  only  fecurity  againft 
coftivenefs,  that  bane  of  health,  and  fource  of  mani- 
fold diftrefs. 

In  conducing  the  cure  of  vomiting  of  blood,  I 
have  not  confined  myfelf  to  the  ufe  of  calomel  alone  ; 
I  have  occafionally  fubftituted  other  purgative  medi- 
cines, as  will  be  inftrufted  by  the  cafes  inferted  in 
the  Appendix,  No.  VI.  In  which  Number,  I  infcrt 
alfo  a  letter  addreffed  to  me,  from  Mr.  James  Law, 
one  of  the  furgeons  of  the  Infirmary,  and  furgeon  to 
the  Bridewell  of  Edinburgh.  This  communication 
from  fo  refpeftable  a  quarter,  will,  in  the  general 
©pinion,  corroborate  my  practice  in  hcematemefis. 


'  ^  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRATION 
OF  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES  IN  CHOREA  SANCTI 
VITI,  OR  ST.  VITUS'S  DANCE. 

Systematic  writers  have  paid  little  attention  to 
chorea  Sanfti  Viti ;  and  praftioners  have  regarded 
it  with  indifference.  Thefe  circumftances  will  fur- 
prife  us  the  more,  when  we  confider  the  formidable 
appearance  of  the  difeafe,  the  obftinacy  with  which 
it  holds  its  courfe,  and  the  diftrefsful  ftate  to  which 
it  always  reduces,  ai^d  the  danger  in  which  it  fome- 
times  involves,  thofe  whom  it  attacks. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Sydenham  defcribed  chorea  Sanfti  Viti,  a 
hundred  and  twenty  years  ago,  and  his  defcription, 
with  little  variation  or  addition,  has  been  copied  by 
the  few  fucceeding  authors  who  have  written  on  the 
fubjeft. 

Sydenham,  in  his  "  Schedula  Monitoria  de  novae 
febris  ingreffu,'*  gives  the  hiftory  of  chorea  Sandi 
Viti,  in  the  following  words  : 

"  Chorea  Sancti  Viti  convulfionis  eft  fpecies,  quae 
ut  plurimum  pueros  puellafve  a  decimo  astatis  an- 
no, ad  pubertatem  ufque  invadit ;  prim6  fe  prodit 
claudicatione  quadam  vel  potiiis  inftabilitate  alleru- 
trius  cruris,  quod  asger  poft  fe  trahit  fatuorum  more  ; 
poftea  in  many,  ejufdem  lateris  cernitur,  quam,  hoc 
morbo  afFedlus,  vel  pedori,  vel  alii  alicui  parti  ad- 
plicitani,  nullo  pa£i:o  poteft  continere  in  eodem  fitu 
vel  horas  momento,  fed  in  alium  fitum,  aliumque  lo- 
cum convulfione  quadam  diftorquebitur,  quicquid 
aeger  contra  nitatur.  Si  vas  aliquod  potu  repletum 
in  manus  porrigatur,  antequam  illud  ad  os  poffit  ad- 
,ducere,  mille  geiticulationes,  circulatorum  inftar, 
exhibebit ;  cum  enim  poculum  reda  linea  ori  ad- 
movere  nequeat,  deduda  a  fpafmo  manu,  hue  illuc 
aliquamdiu  verfat,  donee  tandem  forte  fortuna  illud 
labris  propius  apponens,  liquorem  derepente  in  os 

^  *  injicit. 
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iiijicit,  atque  avide  haurit,  tanquam  mifellus  id  tan- 
turn  ageret,  ut  dedita  opera,  fpeaantibus  rifum  mo- 
veret.'* 

This  hiftory,  fo  far  as  it  goes,  is  correct.  It  exiii- 
bits  a  faithful  pifture  of  the  difeafe,  of  the  various 
contortions  and  gefticulations  of  the  patient.  But  it 
is  filent  on  other  circumftances,  the  affeclions  of 
the  natural  and  animal  fundions,  which  are  ef- 
fential  to  the  difeafe,  and  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  omitted.  Befides,  Sydenham  details  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  advanced  and  confirmed  ftate  only, 
while  he  either  has  not  perceived,  or  has  altogether 
overlooked,  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  chorea.  For 
thefe  reafons,  I  give  the  following  more  extended 
narrative  of  the  fymptoms  of  chorea,  ) 

Chorea  Sanfl:i  Viti  attacks  boys  and  girls  indif- 
eriminately ;  and  thofe  chiefly,  who  are  of  a  weak 
conftitution,  or  whofe  natural  good  health  and  vigour 
have  been  impaired  by  confinement,  or  by  the  ufe  of 
fcanty  or  improper  nourilhment.  It  appears  moft 
commonly,  from  the  eighth  to  the  fourteenth  year. 
I  faw  it  in  two  young  women,  who  were  from  fix- 
teen  to  eighteen  years  of  age. 

The 
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The  approaches  of  chorea  are  flow,  A  variable, 
and  often  a  ravenous  appetite,  lofs  of  ufual  vivacity 
and  playfulnefs,  a  fwelling  and  hardnefs  of  the  lower 
belly  in  moll  cafes,  in  fome  a  lank  and  foft  belly, 
and,  in  general,  a  conftipated  ftate  of  the  bowels,  ag- 
gravated as  the  difeafe  advances,  and  flight  irregular 
involuntary  motions  of  different  mufcles,  particular- 
ly of  thofe  of  the  face,  which  are  thought  to  be  the 
effeft  of  irritation,  precede  the  more  violent  convul- 
five  motions,  which  now  attrad:  the  attention  of  the 
friends  of  the  patient. 

Thefe  convulfive  motions  vary.  The  mufcles  of 
the  extremities,  and  of  the  face,  thofe  moving  the 
lower  jaw,  the  head,  and  the  trunk  of  the  body,  are 
at  different  times,  and  in  difl-erent  inftances  afl'eded 
by  it. ,  In  this  ftate,  the  patient  does  not  walk  fteadi- 
ly  ;  his  gait  refembies  a  jumping  or  ftariing  ;  he 
fometimes  cannot  walk,  and  feems  palfied  ;  he  can- 
not perform  the  common  and  necelTary  motions, 
with  the  aftedled  arms. 

This  convulfive  motion  is  more  or  lefs  violent,  and 
is  conftant,  except  during  fleep,  when,  in  moft  in- 
ftances,  it  ceaies  altogether.  Although  different 
mufcles  are  fometimes  fucceflively  convulfed,  yet,  in 

general^ 
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general,  the  mufcles,  afFedted  in  the  early  part  of  the 
difeafe,  remain  fo  during  the  courfe  of  it. 

Articulation  is  now  impeded,  and  is  frequently 
completely  fufpended.  Deglutition  is  alfo  occafional- 
ly  performed  with  difficulty.  The  eye  lofes  its  luflre 
and  intelligence  ;  the  countenance  is  pale  and  expref- 
five  of  vacancy  and  languor.  Thefe  circumftances 
give  the  patient  a  fatuous  appearance.  Indeed  there 
is  every  reafon  to  believe,  that,  when  the  difeafe  has 
fubfifted  for  fome  time,  fatuity,  to  a  certain  extent, 
interrupts  the  exercife  of  the  mental  faculties. 

Fever,  fuch  as  arifes  in  marafmus,  is  not  a  necef- 
fary  attendant  on  chorea,  neverthelefs,  in  the  advanced 
periods  of  the  difeafe,  flaccidity  and  wafting  of  the 
mufcular  flefh  take  place,  the  confequence  of  con- 
ftant  irritation,  of  abating  appetite,  and  impaired  di- 
geftion,  the  common  attendants  of  protra£ted  chorea ; 
and  which,  I  doubt  not,  may,  in  fome  inftances,  al- 
though contrary  to  the  opinion  that  chorea  is  not 
fatal,  have  been  the  forerunners  of  death. 

From  this  hiftory,  chorea  may  be  confidered  as 
confifting  of  two  ftates  or  ftages  ;  the  incipient,  and 
the  confirmed.    The  incipient  ftate  takes  place  from 
the  firft  derangement  of  health,  till  the  full  forma- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  involuntary  motions ;  with  thefe  the  con- 
firmed ftate  commences,  and  continues  to  the  end  of 
the  difeafe. 

After  detailing  the  hiftory,  Sydenham  proceeds, 
in  the  Schedula  Monitoria,  to  deUver  his  theory  and 
his  conduct  of  the  cure  of  chorea. 

-  Cum  affeflus  ifte,"  (chorea  fcilicet,)  "  ab  hu- 
more  aliquo  in  nervos  irruente,  quorum  irritatione 
iftiufmodi  motus  prseternaturales  producuntur,  pen- 
dere  mihi  videretur  ;  indicationes  curalivas  primum 
ad  humores  illos  tam  venasfedlione,  quam  purgationc 
minuendos,  dein  ad  corroborandum  genus  nervofum 
omnino  dirigendas  cenfebam.  Quem  in  finem  hac 
utor  methodo.  Sanguinem  ex  cegri  brachio  ad  un- 
cias  feptem,  plus  vel  minus,  pro  ratione  setatis,  educi 
jubeo.  Die  fequente  vel  dimidiam  partem,  vel  quid- 
dam  amplius,  (pro  ratione  vel  jetatis,  vel  etiani  ma- 
joris  minorifve  corporis,  ad  fubeundam  catharfin,  ap- 
titudine)  potionis  purgantis  communis  exhibeo. 

"  Recipe — Tamarind,  unciam  dimidiam  ;  fol.  fenn. 
drachmas  duas  ;  rhabarb.  drachmam  unam  et  dimi- 
diam ;  coq.  fuf.  quant,  aq.  ad  uncias  tres,  in  colat. 
diffolv.  mann.  et  fyr.  rofar.  folutiv.  utriufque  un- 
ciam. 

"  Et 
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"  Et  vefpere  hauflulum  paregoricum  propiiio. 


"  Potionem  iflam  catharticam  ad  tres  vices  alter- 
nis  diebus  repetendam  prefcribo,  et  hauftum  parego- 
ricum iifdem  noftibus.  Poftea  fanguinem  rurfus 
cxtrahi  euro,  dein  ut  ad  catharfin,  uti  priiis,  seger 
revertatur.  Atque  ita,  alternatim  fanguinem  mitto, 
ct  fubduco  alvum,  donee  segro  vena  ter  quatervc 
fuerit  incifa,  et  poft  fmgulus  venasfediones  toties  fu- 
crit  purgatus,  quoties  vires  ferre  pofle  viderentur ; 
eo  tamen  temporis  fpatio  inter  alternas  evacuationes 
diligenter  obfervato,  ut  nihil  inde  periculi  sgro  im- 
mineat.  Diebus  a  purgatione  vacuis,  fequentia  pre- 
jfcribo.'*  Ha:c  sunt  medicamenta  stimulantiay  uti  di- 
cuntur,  corroborantia,  et  alterantia  qua  hie  recensere 
inutile  est. 

"  Quanto  magis  convalefcit  aeger,  tanto  minus 
pedem  ducit,  tanto  pariter  et  diutius,  et  conftan- 
tius  manum  in  eodem  fitu  continet,  et  fcyphum  ori 
magis  direfta  via  admovet :  quas  certiffima  funt  in- 
dicia quantum  profecerit  in  fanitate  redintegranda. 
Ad  quam  quidem  confummatius  perficiendam,  licet 
author  non  fim  ut  plus  ter  quaterve  ut  plurimum 
fanguinem  emittat  seger,  at  tamen  remedia  cathartica 
et  alternantia  eoufque  in  ufum  funt  revocanda  donee 
reftiffime  tandem  valeat.'* 

Sydenham 
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Sydenham  mentions  his  fuccefs  under  this  ma- 
nagement :  "  Quo  morbo,"  chorea  fcilicet,  "  haud 
pauciores  quinque  laborantes  et  vidi,  et  fanavi  ipfe- 
met." 

Sydenham  paffes  over  in  filence  the  time  requifitc 
for  the  cure  of  chorea.  The  intervals,  however,  be- 
tween the  three  or  four  bleedings,  during  which  pur- 
gative and  paregoric  medicines  were  given,  and  the 
injundion  to  continue  the  ufe  of  cathartics  and  altera- 
tives, after  the  laft  blood-letting,  till  the  patient  is 
at  length  completely  recovered,  make  it  probable, 
that  many  weeks,  if  not  months,  mull  have  elapfcd 
before  the  cure  was  effeded. 

The  theory  of  the  prefent  day  differs  from  that  of 
Sydenham,  which,  although  not  very  intelligible, 
may  be  as  good  as  its  fubftitute  ;  and  the  only  ufe- 
ful  part  of  his  pradice,  has  fallen  into  difufe.  Lat- 
ter phyficians,  therefore,  inftead  of  elucidating  the 
theory,  and  of  improving  the  method  of  curing  cho- 
rea, have  been  retrograde  in  both  refpeds. 

It  is  now  fufEcient  to  fay,  for  what  length  of  time 
the  authority  of  Sydenham,  and  the  credit  which  his 
opinions  obtained,  encouraged  and  protected  the 
pradice,  which  he  recommended.    It  is  certain,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  that  a  doftrine  and  pradice  difcordant  with  his 
have  long  prevailed.  And  it  is  probable,  that  the 
anxiety  e^fpreffed  by  Sydenham,  that,  in  the  admi- 
niflration  of  bloodletting  and  purging,  his  patients 
fiiould  catch  no  harm  ;  together  with  the  weaknefs 
both  of  body  and  mind,  charaaeriftic  of  the  difeafe, 
may  have  introduced  this  change.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
phyficians  are  now  inclined  to  refer  chorea  to  a  cer- 
tain debility,  or  lofs  of  tone,  in  which  the  convulfive 
involuntary  motions  originate.  They  of  courfe  ne- 
gledl  the  "  humor  aliquis  in  nervos  irruens  they 
convert  the  caution  of  Sydenham  into  a  total  prohi- 
bition of  bloodletting  and  purging  ;  and  in  the  cure 
of  chorea  they  adopt  the  exclufive  employment  of 
flimulant  and  tonic  medicines. 

Under  this  pradlice,  opium,  camphor,  fulphuric 
aether,  valerian,  cinchona,  and  different  vegetable 
bitters,  zinc,  fleel,  ammoniaretiim  cupri,  cold  bath- 
irlg,  and  electricity,  are  the  medicines  which  have 
been  chiefly  ufed.  Moft  of  thefe  are  cafually  men- 
tioned in  periodical  publications,  and  are  fupporfed 
by  that  authority  only  which  attaches  to  folitary  fadts. 
De  Haen  is  an  advocate  for  electricity.  In  his  Ra- 
tio Medendi  he  gives  feveral  cafes,  in  which  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  exhibited  with  fuccefs.  Medical 

eledricity 
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ele<9:ricity  has,  however,  loft  much  of  its  early  cele- 
brity. 

Notwithftanding  the  employment  of  thefe  reme- 
dies, chorea  has  been  found  a  tedious  difeafe  ;  ex- 
perienced practitioners  having  admitted  that  it  has 
continued  for  many  months,  nay,  for  years  ;  termi- 
nating only,  on  feme  occafions,  about  the  age  of  pu- 
berty. 

This  confeffion  is  not  much  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
dern practice,  or  of  the  doCtrine  on  which  it  refts. 
It  is  melancholy  to  reflect,  that  months,  and  years, 
the  moft  valuable  in  refpeCl  of  after  life,  fliould  ghde 
on,  while  an  effedtual  check  is  given  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  mind,  the  cultivation  of  ufeful  learning, 
or  the  acquifition  of  the  necelTary  arts  ;  with  the 
hazard  of  permanent  fatuity,  to  a  certain  extent,  or 
of  a  grotefque  appearance,  from  the  unconquerable 
remains  of  irregular  motions  being  impofed  on  the 
young  fufferers  for  Hfe.  To  thefe  certain  confequen- 
ces  of  protracted  chorea,  I  will  add,  the  danger 
which  attends  it ;  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  it  muft 
have,  on  fome  occafions,  proved  fatal. 

I^he  courfe  of  my  practice,  I  have  feen  above 
twenty  cafes  of  chorea :  a  greater  number  than  it 
2  may 
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may  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  many  to  obferve.  I 
cannot  fay,  with  Sydenham,  that  I  have  fucceeded  in 
curing  all  of  thefe.  For  feveral  of  my  patients  pre- 
fented  themfelves  while  Lyet  employed  tonic  and 
ftimulating  medicines  ;  when  my  pradicc  fhared  the 
common  fate,  and  met  with  difappointment.  I  am 
afraid  I  may  even  fometimes  have  done  harm,  by 
the  indifcriminate  ufe  of  the  cold-baih,  a  remedy  not 
always  fuited  to  the  exhaufted  and  irritable  ftate  of 
the  fubjefts  of  chorea. 

I  now  began  to  defert  a  practice  in  which  I  had 
loft  confidence,  and  to  confider  chorea  in  a  different 
light,  from  that  in  which  it  had  been  commonly 
viewed.  I  conceived  that  the  debility  and  fpafmodic 
motions,  hitherto  fo  much  confidered,  might  not  be 
the  leading  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  but  might  de- 
pend upon  previous  and  encreafing  derangement  of 
health,  as  indicated  by  irregular  appetite,  and  confti- 
pation  of  the  bowels. 

Under  this  impreflion  with  regard  to  the  errone- 
ous opinions,  which  I  had  heretofore  entertained 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  confe- 
quent  improper  practice,  which  I  had  employed  for 
the  cure  of  it,  I  refolved  to  alter  my  mode  of  treat- 
ment, in  order  that  I  might  fulfil  thofe  indications 

which 
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which  the  new,  and,  as  I  flattered  myfelf,  the  more 
corred  view  of  the  difeafe  had  fuggefted. 

If  my  conjectures  were  well  founded,  the  firft  and 
principal  objedl  of  praftice  would  be  to  remove  the 
conftipated  ftate  of  the  bowels.  In  purfuance  of  this 
objefl:,  I  began  to  try  the  effeds  of  purgative  medi- 
cines, given  regularly  in  moderate  dofes. 

At  firft,  I  confefs,  I  a6ted  with  all  that  caution  and 
diffidence,  which  the  adoption  of  a  line  of  practice, 
at  variance  with  that  which  had  been  long  approved 
and  eftablifhed,  naturally  infpires.  But  experience 
had  convinced  me  of  the  fafety  of  exhibiting  purga- 
tive medicines  in  typhus  fever ;  I  therefore  did  not 
think  any  great  rifk  would  enfue  from  a  cautious  ufc 
of  them  in  the  mofl  debilitated  ftate,  which  chorea 
might  induce.  The  conjefture  proved  to  be  well 
founded  ;  the  fuccefs  of  the  pradice  confirmed  the 
juftnefs  of  the  opinion  on  which  it  was  formed,  and 

encouraged  me  to  perfevere  with  fteadincfs,  and  ac- 
tivity. 

The  purgatives  which  I  employed  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  were  of  the  weaker  kind,  and  inadequate  to 
the  objea  to  be  obtained.    Stronger  ones  were  found 

«  to 
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to  be  neceflary  to  move,  and  difcharge  the  indurated 
and  fetid  feces. 

I  obferved  the  quantity  of  feculent  matter  collefted, 
to  vary  in  different  fubjefts,  and  at  different  periods 
of  the  complaint.  I  could  not  afcertain  this  by  any 
previous  circumftance.  One  would  think,  that,  in 
proportion  to  the  fulnefs  and  prominence  of  the  ab- 
domen, and  in  proportion  to  the  age  and  vigour  of 
the  patient,  the  accumulation,  ceteris  paribus,  would 
be  J  but  I  do  not  find  that  this  is  fo.  Perhaps  the 
lengthened  duration  of  the  complaint,  and  the  re- 
duced ftate  of  the  patient,  the  confequence  of  this, 
are  attended  with  the  greateft  feculent  accumulation. 
I  think  my  obfervation  bears  me  out  in  this  conjec- 
ture, as  in  the  inftance  of  David  Anderfon,  the  hif- 
tory  of  whofe  cafe  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  VII.  This  boy  was  emaciated  and  exceedingly 
puny,  and  his  abdomen  was  lank  ;  yet  from  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  December,  when  the  commencement 
of  his  recovery  was  obfervable,  to  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  the  fame  month,  the  quantity  of  feces  dif- 
charged  was  moft  wonderful,  fuch  as  I  had  never 
feen  before.  It  appeared  to  me,  during  the  above 
period,  to  have  nearly  equalled  in  weight,  that  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  extenuated  patient. 

I  have 
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1  have  already  noticed,  that  chorea  cbnfifts  of  two 
ftages;  In  the  firftj  while  the  inteftines  yet  retain 
their  fenfibilityj  and  before  the  accumulation  of  fe- 
ces is  great,  gentle  purgatives,  repeated  as  occafion 
may  require,  will  readily  effeft  a  cure,  or  rather  pre- 
vent the  full  formation  of  the  difeafe. 

In  the  confirmed  ftage,  more  fedulous  attention  is 
neceflary.    Powerful  purgatives  muft  be  given  in 
fuccellive  dofes,  in  fuch  manner  that  the  latter  dofes 
may  fupport  the  effect  of  the  former,  till  the  move^ 
ment  and  expulfion  of  the  accumulated  matter  are 
effedled^  when  fymptoms  of  returning  health  appear. 
Whoever  undertakes  the  cure  of  chorea  by  purga- 
tive medicines,  muft  be  decided,  and  firm  to  his  pur- 
pofe.    The  confidence  which  he  aflumes  is  neceflary 
to  carry  home,  to  the  friends  of  the  parient,  convic- 
tion of  ultimate  fuccefs.    Their  prejudices  will  other- 
'Wife  throw  infurmountable  obftacles  in  the  way. 
Half  liieafures,  in  inflances  of  this  kind,  will  prove 
unfuccefsful  J  and  were  it  not  for  perfeverance  in 
unloading  the  alimentary  canal,  the  difeafe  would  be 
prolonged,  and,  recurring,  would  place  the  patient  in 
danger,  and  thus  bring  into  difcredit  a  practice  which 
promifes  certain  fafety. 

o  2  Here 
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Here,  as  in  all  other  cafes  of  extreme  debility  in- 
duced  by  difeafe,  the  recovery  is  at  firft  flow  and 
gradual.  A  regular  appetite  for  food,  a  more  intel- 
ligent eye,  and  lightened  countenance,  chearfulnefs, 
and  playfulnefs  of  temper,  increafmg  aptitude  for 
firmer  motions,  the  reftoration  of  articulation,  and 
of  the  power  of  deglutition,  a  renovation  of  flefti 
and  ftrength  fucceed  each  other,  and  being  more  and 
inore  confirmed,  are,  ere  long,  followed  up  by  com- 
plete recovery. 

For  fome  time  after  thefe  falutary  changes  take 
place,  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  muft  continue  an  ob- 
jeft  of  attention.  An  occafional  ftimulus  from  pur- 
gatives will  be  requifite  to  fupport  their  regular  ac- 
tion, and  to  reftore  tjieir  healthy  tone,  the  only  fe- 
curity  againfl:  the  recurring  accumulation  of  feces, 
'  and  of  a  confequent  relapfe. 

About  this  time  alfo,  remedies  poiTeffed  of  tonic 
and  ftimulant  powers,  may  be  ufed  with  propriety 
and  effed  ;  they  reftore  energy  to  the  torpid  bowels, 
aid  the  purgative  medicines  in  obviating  coftivenefs, 
and  thus  confirm  a  recovery  already  advanced.  Ve- 
.  getable  bitters,  or  the  preparations  of  fteel,  may  per- 
haps be  the  moft  ufeful  for  accomplifliing  thefe  ends. 
T  have  not  felt  the  neceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  me- 
dicines 
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dicines  of  this  kind  :  under  a  proper  regimen  of  light 
and  nourifhing'  food,  and  of  exercife  in  the  open  air, 
my  patients,  in  general,  quickly  recover  their  ftrength. 
But  many  praftitioners  fet  a  value  ujx)n  tonic  me- 
dicines ;  and  the  ufual  routine  of  pradice  demands 
them. 

This  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines  in  chorea, 
is,  I  apprehend,  countenanced  by  the  pradlice  of 
Sydenham  and  De  Haen.  It  is  probable,  that  the 
purgative  medicine  was  the  only  ufeful  one  which 
Sydenham  employed ;  and  that  his  protraded  cures 
may  be  attributed  to  the  interruption  of  the  ufe  of 
it,  during  the  interpofition  of  blood-letting,  and  of 
altera;it  and  paregoric  medicines. 

De  Haen,  in  the  eighth  chapter  of  his  firfl:  volume 
of  the  Ratio  Medendi,  narrates  a  cafe,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : — "  Novem  annorum  puellam,  cui  pofl: 
variolas  morbillofque,  primo  tuffis  frequens,  deinde 
fputum  purulentum  aderat,  fputum  demum  plane 
cefliibat,  chorea  SanQi  Viti  prehendit,  fniiftro  potiffi- 
mum  brachio  pedeque,  ac  diver fimoda  faciei  convul- 
fio.  Bimeftri  fpatio,  adhibita  vi  eledrica,  puftulje 
copiofce,  easque  turpiter  cruftofa^,  brachium  et  crus 
cingunt,  interpolatis  purgantibus,  perfeda  falus  re- 
divit." 
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By  this  treatment,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
recommend,  chorea  is  fpeedily  cured,  generally  in 
ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  courfe  pf  purgative  medicines.  I  had  lately  two 
patients,  Ann  Rofs,  and  Elizabeth  Webfter,  under 
my  care,  whofe  cafes  proved  mofl  obftinate  ;  four  or 
five  weeks  elapfed,  before  I  could  pronounce  them 
in  the  way  of  recovery.  The  hiftory  of  thefe  cafes 
is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  VII. 

In  the  ftru6ture  of  the  female  pelvis,  and  in  the 
previous  duration  of  chorea,  we  may  find  the  reafon 
why  it  admits  of  a  more  or  lefs  difficult  cure.  When 
the  difeafe  is  protradled,  or  when  it  occurs  in  girls, 
greater  opportunity  for  the  accumulation  of  feculent 
matter  is  afforded,  than  in  more  recent  cafes,  or  than 
where  it  attacks  boys.  Of  courfe,  a  longer  time, 
and  brilker  purgatives  will  be  required  to  move,  and 
expel  the  offending  mafs,  in  the  fornier,  than  in  the 
latter  inftances.  This  obfervation  is  aptly  illuftrated 
by  the  cafe  of  Elizabeth  Webfter,  inferted  in  the 
Appepdix,  No.  VII.  This  girl,  after  a  protracted  cho- 
rea was  difmilTed  cured  from  the  Infirmary,  on  the 
eleventh  of  June  1805,  but  through  neglect,  the 
^ifeafe  returned,  and  Ihe  again  became  a  patient  on 
the  third  of  February  1 806  j  but  the  relapfe  having 

recently 
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recently  occurred,  the  cure  at  this  time  was  complet- 
ed in  ten  days. 

Since  I  have  employed  purgatives  in  chorea,  I  have 
been  difappointed  in  effecting  a  cure,  in  one  cafe 
only. 

About  three  years  ago  I  vifited  a  young  girl,  who 
had  been  the  vidtim  of  chorea  for  many  weeks.  The 
purgative  medicines,  which  I  adminiftred,  gave  full 
evidence  of  a  difordered,  and  loaded  (late  of  the  in- 
te/lines.  My  patient  was  not  under  proper  manage- 
ment ;  my  advice  was  followed  in  an  irregular,  and 
defultory  manner,  and  the  difeafe  was  protradled. 
After  fome  time  flie  was  carried  home  to  a  confide- 
rable  diftance,  and  I  underftood  a  quack  medicine 
was  given  to  her  with  the  bell  effects.  To  my  re- 
gret, however,  1  faw  her  about  a  year  ago  in  the 
fame  fituation  in  which  Ihe  had  left  me,  and  1  then 
learned,  that  fhe  had  continued  in  this  fituation,  du- 
ring the  whole  of  this  interval. 

During  the  exhibition  of  purgative  medicines  in 
chorea,  practitioners  will  learn  the  propriety  and  ne- 
ceflity  of  infpeding  the  alvine  evacuations.  They 
are,  in  this  important  point,  generally  carelefs  ;  the 
attendants,  in  fick  rooras^  are  of  courfe,  ignorant  on 

the 
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the  fabjeft,  and  cannot  give  the  information  necef- 
fary  for  their  afcertaining  the  effed  of  purgative  me- 
dicines, or  for  directing  them  refpeding  their  dofe, 
and  frequency  of  repetition. 

I  have  faid  that  chorea  confifts  of  two  ftages,  a 
circumftance  which  fhould  induce  thofe  who  have  the 
fuperintendance  of  children  to  attend  moft  carefully, 
at  all  times,  to  the  ftate  of  their  bowels.  For  the 
timely  interpofition  of  purgative  medicines  will  be 
the  beft  means  of  averting  the  acceffion  of  chorea, 
which  is  fo  formidable,  and  which,  on  fome  occafions, 
has  been  found  fo  obflinate  a  complaint. 

The  caprice  of  children  will  often  thwart  us,  and 
oblige  us  to  employ  purgatives,  not  becaufe  they  are 
fuch  as  we  would  prefer,  but  becaufe  they  are  fuch 
as  will  be  taken.  I  have  in  general  ufed  the  purga- 
tive medicines  in  chorea,  whigh  I  had  found  ufeful 
in  marafmus. 

I  have  inferted  in  the  Appendix  No.  VII,  the  hifto- 
ries  of  fome  cafes  of  chorea,  which,  while  they  il- 
luftrate  the  pradice  I  have  endeavoured  to  recom- 
mend, will,  at  the  fame  time,  fhew  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  conduded  it. 


CHAP. 


105 


( 


CHAP.  VII. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRATION  OF 
PURGATIVE  MEDICINES,  IN  HYSTERIA. 

The  fymptoms  of  hyfteria  are  numerous,  and  bein*^ 
differently  modified  in  different  inflances,  they  give  a 
variety  to  the  difeafe  which  is  embarafling  to  young 
praftitioners. 

The  mofl  common  fymptoms  of  hyfteria,  and  thofe 
which  are  efleemed  to  be  pathognomonic,  are  acute 
pain  in  the  forehead,  or  over  either  orbit,  which  is 
confined  to  a  fmall  fpot ;  fliifting  pains  of  the  abdo- 
men, flatulence,  conflipation  of  the  body;  fome- 
times,  though  rarely,  vomiting  and  purging  j  acrid 

and 
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and  fetid  eruftations  ;  an  irritable  and  occafionally 
a  defpondent  ftate  of  mind  ;  unquiet  fleep,  which  is 
frequently  difturbed  by  incubus  and  frightful  dreams. 

Thofe  fymptoms  produce  the  chronic  ftate  of  hyf- 
teria,  and  predifpofe  to  the  excitement  of  the  more 
violent  hyfteric  affections,  of  fits  or  convulfions. 
Thefe  fits  fometimes  attack  fuddenly,  but  are  more 
frequently  preceded  by  other  fymptoms  which  give 
warning  of  their  approach  ;  fuch  as  a  fenfe  of  op- 
preflion  over  the  cheft,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  a 
dry  cough,  a  copious  flow  of  pale  coloured  urine  ; 
and  above  all,  by  the  fenfation,  as  if  a  ball  formed 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  traverfed  the  abdo^ 
men,  afcended  by  the  left  fide,  and  reached  the  fto- 
mach,  and  from  it  the  oefophagus  and  larynx,  produ- 
cing difficult  deglutition  and  fenfe  of  fuffocation. 

After  this  the  patient  falls  down,  and  is  violently  ' 
agitated  with  convulfions  of  different  mufcles,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  the  abdomen,  which  is  thereby  great- 
ly contracted  and  drawn  inwards.  This  convulfive 
motion  continues  for  fome  time,  when  fleep  fuper- 
venes.  From  this  fleep,  the  patient  awakes  fobbing 
and  fighing,  and  with  a  murmuring  noife  through 
the  abdomen,  but  moft  commonly  without  any  re- 
colledtion  of  what  has  pafled  during  the  fit.  This 

fit 
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fit  is  frequently  renewed  for  a  length  of  time,  in  the 
fame  perfon,  who  enjoys  tolerable  health  during  the 
intervals. 

Hyfteria  is  more  frequent  and  more  fevere  in  wo- 
men than  in  men.  Hence  it  has  been  thought,  al- 
though erroneoufly,  to  be  pecuHar  to  females. 

The  period  when  it  prevails  moft,  is  from  puber- 
ty to  the  age  of  thirty-five.  Women  of  a  plethoric 
habit,  or  of  what  is  called  the  fanguine  tempera- 
ment, are  moft  commonly  expofed  to  it  j  and  in  them 
it  often  accompanies  the  regular  flow  of  the  cata- 
menia. 

Slight  caufes  readily  induce  hyfteric  paroxyfms,  in 
perfons  predifpofed  to  them,  fuch  as  fatigue,  great 
and  fudden  evacuations,  peculiar  odours,  and  cer- 
tain objeds,  which,  either  from  a  conftitutional  or  ac- 
quired averfion,  occafion  unpleafant  or  uneafy  fenfa- 
tions.  Mental  agitations  alfo,  from  furprize,  grief, 
joy,  and  other  pafFions,  are  common  exciting  caufes 
of  hyfteria,  Here  too  the  medical  moralift  again 
£ippears  ;  but  I  believe  that  his  infmuations,  equally 
groundlefs  and  indelicate,  exift  only  in  his  own  pru- 
Tient  imagination. 

T  have 
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I  have  felt  the  neceffijy  of  premifing  this  fhort 
Jiiftory  of  a  difeafe,  which  is  indeed  difficult  to  def- 
cribe,  becaufe  I  fhall  refer  to  it  in  the  fubfequent 
part  of  this  chapter. 

Frequent  difappointments  in  curing  hyfteria  have 
led  me  to  take  a  full,  and  I  hope  an  impartial  review 
of  the  fubjea:.  This  review  has  inclined  me  to  doubt 
the  folidity  of  the  opinions  which  have  been  enter- 
tained refpefting  hyfteria,  and  the  foundnefs  of  that 
uniform  pradice,  which  have  been  fo  long  followed 
in  the  treatment  of  it. 

Hyfteria,  as  this  name  implies,  has  been  conceiv- 
ed to  proceed  from  affedions  of  the  uterus.  Ac- 
cordingly, fuffocation  of  the  womb,  and  effluvia  from 
corrupted  femen  and  depraved  menftrual  blood,  are, 
by  the  fuffrage  of  the  ancient,  and  even  of  fome  of 
the  more  modern  phyficians,  accounted  to  be  its  im- 
mediate caufe. 

Our  countryman,  Sydenham,  who  reafoned  more 
than  he  feems  to  have  been  aware  of,  and  often  in  a 
manner  not  very  intelligible,  in  dissertatione  epistolari 
ad  Gulielmum  Cole,  fpeaks  thus  of  hyfteria.  "  Pen- 
dent ergo,  affeftiones  iftas,  quas  in  feminis  hyftericas, 
in  maribus  hypochondriacas  infignire  libet,  quantum 
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ego  judico,  a  fpirituum  animalism  ara^a  unde  fafto 
impetu  in  banc  illamve  partem  plus  quam  pro  rata 
denfi  nimiique  feruntur,  fpafmos  uti  et  dolorum 
excitantes  ubi  in  partes  fenfu  exquifito  prseditas  ir- 
ruunt,  atque  organorum,  turn  ejus  in  quod  fe  inge- 
runt,  turn  iftius  a  quo  abfcedunt,  funftiones  perver- 
tentes  ;  cum  utrumque  ab  hac  tarn  iniqua  partitione, 
quae  naturae  oeconomias  penitus  adverfatur,  baud 
parum  detrimenti  capiat." 

"  Satis  itaque  jam  conftat  opinor,  omnem  hunc 
morbum  ad  fpiritus  animales  non  rite  difpofitos  re- 
ferri  debere ;  nec  a  femine  aut  fanguine  menftruo 
corruptis,  quod  aflerunt  nonnulli  authores,  et  hali- 
tus  malignos  in  partes  affeftas  elevantibus,  produci ; 
nec  ajfuccorum  nefcio  qua  perverHi  depravatione,  five 
etiam  humorum  acrium  congeftione,  ut  alii  volunt  ; 
fed  ab  iis  quas  modo  affignavimus  caufis." 

To  have  quoted  thefe  pamiges,  fetting  forth  Sy. 
denham's  dodrine  on  this  fubjeft,  is,  pace  tanti  viri, 
to  refute  it.  For  indeed  it  is  not  eafy  to  comprehend 
what  Sydenham  underftands  by  the  animal  fpirits ; 
or  in  what  manner  they  are  impelled  by  rapid  mo^ 
tion  from  one  place  or  organ  into  another,  fo  as  to 
produce  precifely  the  hyfterical  convulfion. 


When 
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When  the  dodrines  of  the  nervous  pathology  at- 
trailed  the  notice  and  admiration  of  the  public,  ano- 
ther opinion  was  formed  of  this  difeafe. 

Dr.  Cullen  in  his  firfl:  lines  of  the  practice  of 
phyfic,  paragraphs  MDXX,  MDXXI,  MDXXII, 
MDXXIII,  fays — "  Having  thus  endeavoured  to 
diftinguifh  hyfteria  from  every  other  difeafe,  I  (hall 
now  attempt  its  peculiar  pathology.  With  refpect  to 
this,  I  think  it  will,  in  the  firft  place,  be  obvious  that 
its  paroxyfms  begin  by  a  convulfive  and  fpafmodic 
affedtion  of  the  alimentary  canal,  which  is  afterwards 
communicated  to  the  brain,  and  to  a  great  part  of 
the  nervous  fyftem.  Although  the  difeafe  appears 
to  begin  in  the  alimentary  canal,  yet  the  connexion- 
which  the  paroxyfms  fo  often  have  with  the  men- 
ftrual  flux,  and  with  the  difeafes  that  depend  on  the 
ftate  of  the  genitals,  fhows,  that  the  phyficians  have 
at  all  times  judged  rightly  in  confidering  this  dif- 
eafe as  an  afteftion  of  the  uterus  and  other  parts'  of 
the  genital  fyftem." 

"  With  regard  to  this,  however,  I  can  go  no  far- 
ther. In  what  manner  the  uterus,  and  in  particular 
the  ovaria  are  aflTefted  in  this  difeafe  ;  how  the  af- 
fedion  of  thefe  is  communicated,  with  particular  cir- 
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tumflances,  to  the  alimentary  canal  ;  or  how  the  af- 
fedion  of  this,  rifmg  upwards,  afFefts  the  brain,  fo 
as  to  occafion  the  particular  convulfions  which  oc- 
cur in  this  difeafe,  I  cannot  pretend  to  explain." 

"  But  although  I  cannot  trace  this  difeafe,  to  its 
firft  caufes,  or  explain  the  whole  of  the  phenomena, 
I  hope  that  with  refpeft  to  the  general  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  I  may  form  fome  general  conclufions,  which 
may  ferve  to  direft  our  condud  in  the  cure  of  it.'* 

"  Thus  from  a  confideration  of  the  predifponent 
and  occafional  caufes,  it  will,  I  think,  appear,  that 
the  chief  part  of  the  proximate  caufe,  is  a  mobility 
of  the  fyftem,  depending  generally  upon  its  plethoric 
ftate." 

"  Whether  this  difeafe  ever  arifes  from  a  mobility 
of  the  fyftem,  independent  of  any  plethoric  ftate  of 
it,  I  cannot  pofitively  determine  ;  but  in  many  cafes, 
that  have  fubfifted  for  fome  time,  it  is  evident  that  a 
fenfibility,  and  confequently  a  mobility,  are  acquir- 
ed, which  often  appear,  when  neither  a  general  ple- 
thora can  be  fuppofed  to  fubfift,  nor  an  occafional 
lurgefcence  to  have  happened.  However,  as  we  have 
fliown  above,  that  a  difterifion  of  the  veffels  of  the 

brain 
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brain  feems  to  occafion  epilepfy,  and  that  a  turgef- 
cence  of  the  blood  in  the  veflels  of  the  lungs  feems 
to  produce  afthma  ;  fo  analogy  leads  me  to  fuppofe, 
that  a  turgefcence  of  blood  in  the  uterus,  or  in  other 
parts  of  the  genital  fyftem,  may  occafion  the  fpaf- 
modic  or  convulfive  motions  which  appear  in  hyfte- 
ria.  It  will,  at  the  fame  time,  be  evident,  that  this 
affe£lion  of  the  genitals  muft  efpecially  occur  in  ple- 
thoric habits  ;  and  every  circumftance  mentioned  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  ferves  to  confirm  this  opi- 
nion, with  refpedl  to  its  proximate  caufe." 

It  is  not  without  hefitation,  that  I  oppofe  any  opi- 
nions which  Dr.  Cullen's  ingenuity  has  invented, 
and  which  his  learning  and  celebrity  have  fupport- 
cd.  But  my  obfervations  refpe£ting  the  influence 
of  the  uterine  or  genitalfy  jflems  in  hsematemefis  and 
chlorofis,  and  my  conclufion  from  thence,  that  this 
influence,  if  it  does  exift,  is  not  of  that  magnitude 
which  is  commonly  fuppofed  ;  militate  equally  agafinft 
the  opinion  that  hyfteria  originates  in  this  influence. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  but  confider  Dr.  Cullen's  the- 
ory as  refting  more  upon  fuppofition  and  a  confe- 
quent  train  of  reafoning,  than  upon  facls  and  expe- 
rience ;  and  that  it,  therefore,  now  meets  lefs  atten- 
tion, than  it  has  commanded  for  many  years. 
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There  is  a  coincidence  and  fimilarity  between  the 
dodlrine  of  Sydenham  ^nd  that  of  I)r.  Cullen, 
on  the  fubjea  of  hyfteria.  At  leaft  the  ara^/ot  or 
irregular  motions  of  the  animal  fpirits,  as  propof- 
ed  by  the  former,  appear  to  convey  the  fame  idea, 
as  the  fenfibility  and  mobility  of  the  fyftem,  pro- 
*  pofed  by  the  latter. 

Setting  afide,  therefore,  the  antiquated  notion  of 
the  fuffocation  of  the  womb,  we  may  be  faid  to  have 
only  one  theory  of  this  difeafe.  A  theory  which 
has  engrolTed  the  attention  of  the  fpeculative  phyfi- 
cian,  and  which  has  direded  the  condua  of  the 
pra£litioner  for  upwards  of  a  century. 

But,  although  this  coincidence  may  not  be  per- 
ceived  or  admitted  by  others  ;  yet  whatever  difter- 
ence,  whether  apparent  or  real,  may  exift  between 
the  opinions  of  Sydenham  and  Dr.  Cullen,  the  prac- 
tice of  both,  with  fome  flight  variations,  is  nearly 
the  fame.  Fetid  and  antifpafmodic  medicines,  are 
employed  to  alleviate  the  violence  and  fhorten  the 
duration  of  particular  fits  ;  bloodletting  is  not  ex- 
cluded from  the  pradice  of  either  in  hyfteria,  but 
Sydenham  is  difpofed  to  employ  it  more  freely  than 
Dr.  Cullen.  I  do  not  perceive  that  Dr.  Cullen  any 
where  mentions  purgative  medicines  as  proper  in 
hyfteria ;  Sydenham  gives  them  previous  to  the  ex. 
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hibition  of  other  medicines,  for  three  or  four  confe- 
cutive  mornings.  Dr.  Cullen  propofes  to  remove 
plethora,  by  a  fpare  diet  and  regular  exercife. 
While  at  the  fame  time,  he  cautions  us,  that  en- 
creafed  mobility  may,  on  fome  occafions,  proceed 
from  inanition,  when  a  fuller  fupply  of  nourifli- 
mcnt  is  indicated. 

For  the  reft,  both  thefe  learned  and  juftly  cele- 
brated men,  treat  hyfteria  with  aftringent  ftimulant 
and  tonic  medicines,  in  the  view  of  reftraining  and 
regulating  the  irregular  motion  of  the  animal  fpirits, 
or  of  obviating  the  too  great  fenfibiUty  and  mobility 
of  the  fyftem  ;  the  cure  of  hyfteria  by  this  manage- 
ment, is  often  difficult,  and  generally  tedious. 

Phyficians  have  had  correft  views  with  regard 
to  the  hiftory  and  appearance  of  hyfteria.  But  the 
peculiarity  and  violence  of  the  fits,  feem  to  have 
attracted  all  their  thoughts,  and  prevented  them 
from  beftowing  the  necelTary  attention  on  other  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  difeafe.  For  this  reafon,  I  pre- 
mifed  a  hiftory  of  hyfteria  which  does  not  differ 
from  other  hiftories,  except  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  fymptoms,  by  which,  thofe  which  precede  the 
fit,  thofe  which  accompany  the  fit,  and  thofe  which 

immediately 
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immediately  follow  it,  are  clearly  afcertained  and 
diftinguifhed. 

From  this  hiftory  the  reader  will  perceive  that 
confiderable  derangement  of  the  ftomach  and  ali- 
mentary canal,  is  prevalent  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  difeafe.  Among  the  fymptoms  which  mark  the 
hyfteric  conftitution,  fliifting  pains  of  the  abdomen, 
flatulence,  conftipation  at  one  time,  at  another,  vo- 
miting and  purging,  together  with  acid  and  fetid 
eruftations  are  confpicuous. 

The  fenfation  of  a  ball  wandering  through  the 
abdomen,  and  afcending  to  the  ftomach,  and  from 
thence  through  the  oefophagus  to  the  pharynx,  is  a 
prominent  fymptom  among  thofe  which  immediately 
precede,  and  give  warning  of  the  approach  of  the 
fit. 

^  Convulfive  motions  of  the  mufcles  of  the  abdo- 
men, which  is  thereby  greatly  contraded  and  drawn 
inwards,  accompany  the  paroxyfm  ;  upon  the  celTa- 
tion  of  which,  a  murmuring  noife  throughout  the 
abdomen,  is  frequently  heard. 

,^  Thefe  fymptoms  undoubtedly  muft  denote  a  pre- 
ternatural afteaion  of  the  ftomach  and  alimentary 

^  2  can>l. 
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canal.  In  -my  opinion  they  afford  conclufive  evi- 
dence, that  this  affedion  is  primary,  and  that  the 
other  multifarious  fymptoms  of  hyfteria  depend  upon 
it.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  reafonable  to  attend 
particularly  to  the  ilate  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
and  to  employ  in  the  firft  place  purgative  medicines, 
to  remove  the  conftipation  of  the  body,  which  moft 
commonly  prevails  in  hyfteria.  I  have  feldom  feen 
vomiting  and  purging  in  cafes  of  pure  hyfteria  ;  but 
the  prefence  of  thefe  fymptoms  would  not  deter  me 
from  exhibiting  purgatives,  which  I  ftiould  conceive 
to  be  peculiarly  adapted  for  their  removal ;  as  the 
efficacy  of  purgatives  in  removing  thefe  fymptoms  in 
Other  circumftances  of  difeafe  is  well  known,  I 
was  the  more  difpofed  to  adopt  this  praftice  in  hyf- 
teria,  from  my  experience  of  its  general  fafety  and 
peculiar  utility  in  other  difeafes,  that  are  commonly 
fuppofed  to  be  of  a  nervous  nature. 

I  have  not  been  difappointed  in  my  expedations 
in  thus  treating  hyfteria,  my  fuccefs  has  been  equal  to 
my  wilhes,  and  the  fource  of  much  fatisfac^ion  to  me. 
Yet  my  experience  is  not  fo  complete  as  to  enable 
me  to  fay  to  what  extent  purgatives  may  be  employ- 
ed in  hyfteria,  exclufively  of  other  medicines.  With- 
in  certain  limits,  Accordingly  call  in  the  aid  of  fetid 
and  tonic  medicines  j  but  in  my  eftimation,  they  are 

merely 
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merely  fubfidiary,  and,  on  fome  occafions,  might  be 
altogether  overlooked,  as  they  were  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Sarah  M'Millan  and  Ifabell  Black,  whofe 
cafes  are  inferted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  VIII. 

In  particular  cafes,  where  great  anxiety  prevails, 
recourfe  may  be  had  to  wine  in  moderate  quantity, 
till  fuch  time  as  relief  is  obtained  by  purgatives. 

I  may  add  by  way  of  caution,  that  in  hyfteria, 
as  well  as  in  chorea,  chlorofis,  and  hasmatemefis,  the 
full  exhibition  of  adtive  purgatives  is  necelTary  to  pro- 
cure even  moderate  evacuations  from  the  bowels  ; 
and  that  this  exhibition  mufl:  be  continued  from  day 
to  day,  till  fuch  time  as  the  feces  are  natural,  or  till 
the  difeafe  ceafes. 

The  firfl  purgatives  that  we  ufe,  may  feem  on 
fome  occafions,  to  aggravate  the  fymptoms  ;  but  the 
practice  mufl:  not  be  deferted  on  this  account.  The 
additional  irritation  which  purgatives  may  give  in 
the  firfl:  inftance,  foon  palfes  away  ;  and  the  perfe- 
verance  in  the  ufe  of  them,  removes  that  irritation 
which  gave  rife  to  the  difeafe,  which  of  courfc  dif- 
appears  in  proportion,  as  the  bowels  are  relieved  of 
the  opprelTive  mafs  of  accumulated  feces. 


There 
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There  are  inftances  of  counterfeited  hyfteria,  when 
perfons  of  a  perverfe  turn  of  mind,  or  who  wifh  to 
excite  compaflion,  or  folicit  charity,  often  imitate 
the  paroxyfm  of  hyfteria,  fo  exaaiy,  as  to  deceive 
common  obfervers.  It  is  plain,  that  any  remedy 
ufed  in  thefe  cafes  muft  fail,  fo  long  as  the  importer 
finds  it  convenient  to  carry  on  the  deception.  The 
praftitioner,  therefore,  who  propofes  to  adopt  the 
ufe  of  purgative  medicines  in  hyfteria,  ought  previ- 
oufly  to  fatisfy  himfelf  that  the  difeafe  really  exifts ; 
otherwife  the  failure  of  promoting  a  cure,  as  in  feign- 
ed cafes  he  muft  fail,  will  bring  difcredit  on  the  prac- 
tice, which  having  found  ufeful,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  recommend. 

I  have  fubjoined  in  the  Appendix,  No.  VIII,  cafes 
of  hyfteria  which  I  have  treated  by  purgatives  j — to 
thefe  I  refer  the  reader,  who  will  in  them  find  a  de- 
tail of  my  pradicc,  and  of  my  general  mode  of  con- 
ducing it. 
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ON  THE  UTILITY  OF  PURGATIVE  MEDICINES  IN  TETANUS. 


Tetanus  literally  means  a  tenfion  or  fpafm ;  and 
in  a  medical  fenfe,  implies  a  fpafm  of  the  mufcular 
fibres.  It  affeds  moft:  commonly  the  mufcles  which 
are  fubfervient  to  voluntary  motion.  Tetanus  has 
been  defcribed  by  many  writers,  from  the  time  of 
Hippocrates  downwards.  But  notwithftanding  the 
attention  which  this  fingular  difeafe  has  attrafled, 
there  have  not  been  any  certain  means  yet  difcover- 
ed,  of  relieving  the  mifery  which  it  occafions,  or  of 
obviating  its  fatal  tendency. 

H  4  Tetanus 
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Tetanus  often  approaches  in  a  gradual  manner 
the  firft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  appearing  on  many 
occafions,  at  a  period  more  or  lefs  diftant  from  the 
expofure  to  the  caufe  which  induces  it. 

On  the  attack,  the  patient  ufually  complains  of  an 
uneafy  fenfation  and  fmall  tenfenefs  about  the  prjE- 
cordia  ;  which  is  followed  by  ftiffnefs  of  the  hind 
neck  and  about  the  fhoulders,  and  laffitude  j  which 
make  the  attempt  to  move  the  head  difficult  and 
troublefome.  The  jaws  become  ftiff,  and  cannot  be 
opened  without  pain.  The  patient  about  this  time 
feels  a  fudden  and  painful  tradion  about  the  carti- 
lago  enfiformis,  which  tends  towards  the  fpinc,  with 
an  aggravation  of  the  above  fymptoms,  and  a  draw- 
ing  of  the  head  backwards. 

Thus  circumftanced,  the  patieat  refufes  nourifh- 
ment,  as  deglutition  is  painful  and  excites  a  return 
of  the  fpafins.  The  lower  extremities  are  enfeebled 
and  incapable  of  affording  their  ufual  fupport ;  the 
pulfe  is  flow  and  very  hard,  and  the  body  is  confl:i. 
pated. 

The  tradlion  or  fpafm  under  the  cartilago  enfifor- 
inis,  or  the  pain,  as  it  appears  to  be, .  of  the  epigaf- 
trium,  which  is  accounted  the  pathogonomic  fymp- 
tom  of  tetanus,  becomes  now  more  violent,  and  re- 
turns 
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turns  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  is  inflantly 
fucceeded  by  a  ftronger  retraftion  of  the  head,  and 
great  rigidity  and  pain  around  the  neck,  which  ex- 
tending in  the  courfe  of  the  fpine  to  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, thefe  are  inftantly  put  to  the  ftretch.  The 
jaws  are  at  this  moment  locked  together,  and  can- 
not afterwards  be  opened  fo  wide  as  to  receive  the 
end  of  the  little  finger.  The  attempt  to  force  them 
open  hurries  on  the  general  fpafm. 

The  mufcles  concerned  in  deglutition  and  the  pec- 
toral and  deltoid  mufcles  are  mofl:  violently  contradt- 
ed.  The  fhoulders  are  pufhed  forward ;  the  arms 
are  fl  retched  out,  or  are  drawn  acrofs  the  body  j 
but  the  mufcles  moving  the  wrifls  and  fingers  are 
not  affefted  with  fpafm.  The  cheeks  are  often 
drawn  towards  the  ears,  and  the  teeth  are  expofed 
as  in  the  fpafmus  cynicus. 

This  paroxyfm  ceafes  in  a  few  minutes,  and  leaves 
the  patient  in  a  comparatively  relaxed  and  eafy  flate. 
He  breathes  quick  for  fome  minutes  as  if  he  had 
been  excefTively  exercifed.  The  face  is  fomethnes 
pale  during  the  intervals  of  the  fpafm,  but  is  oftener 
flufhed,  and  is  exprefTive  of  the  mofl  melancholy  dif- 
trefs.  Fluid  paffes  with  difficulty  into  the  flomach, 
the  attempt  to  fwallow  frequently  induces  the  fpafm, 

when 
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when  the  fluid  is  returned  with  fome  force  through 
the  nofe. 

Blood  drawn  at  this  time,  appears  to  be  of  a  dif- 
folved  texture  ;  the  pulfe  varies  in  refped  of  quick- 
nefs,  fulnefs,  and  hardnefs  ;  the  tongue  is  not  loaded, 
the  urine  is  high  coloured  ;  and  the  body  continues 
fo  conftipated,  that  the  alvine  evacuation  is  procured 
with  difficulty. 

The  difeafe  is  now  advanced,  and  reduces  the  pa- 
tient to  the  mofl:  diftrefsful  and  calamitous  ftate. 
He  is  as  it  were  in  a  continual  rack  of  torture ;  as 
the  fpafm,  hardly  fufpended  for  the  fpace  of  a  mi- 
nute, is  more  fevere  on  each  attack  and  of  longer 
duration.    The  contraftion  of  the  mufcles  is  more 
general ;  and  according  as  one  fet  of  mufcles  is  more 
ftrongly  contracted  than  their  antagonifts,  the  body 
is  forced  into  different  and  highly  painful  poftures. 
The  belly  feels  to  be  hard,  it  is  fiat  and  drawn  in- 
wards.    The  abdominal  mufcles  do  not  yield  on 
prefTure,  and  do  not  feem  to  favour  the  defcent  of 
the  diaphragm,  in  infpiration.    The  body  is  often 
projefted  with  violence  in  different  direflions,  and 
the  patient  is  only  fecured  from  injury  by  the  care 
of  the  attendants.    Genituras  jadlura  inopinata,  faspe 
fequitur  tentiginem  invitam.    The  tongue  is  fre- 
quently 
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quently  darted  out  of  the  mouth  and  miserably  torn 
between  the  teeth. 

The  countenance  is  much  contraded ;  copious 
fweat  flows  ;  the  pulfe  becomes  quick  and  irregu- 
lar ;  refpiration  is  variable,  fometimes  it  is  hurried 
and  .laborious,  and  again  it  is  lefs  fo  and  natural. 
Articulation  is  indiftinft  ;  the  found  of  jt-he  voice  is 
changed,  it  is  grating  and  horrible  to  the  ears.  The 
heart  throbs  violently,  and  a  palpitating  motion  is 
felt  over  the  epigaftric  region.  The  eyes  are  watery 
and  languid ;  the  jaws  are  fo  faft  locked,  that  drink 
or  nourifhment,  even  if  they  could  be  fwallowed, 
pannot  be  introduced. 

During  this  diftrefsful  progrefs,  the  comfort  of 
fleep,  as  may  well  be  imagined,  is  denied  to  the  fuf- 
ferer ;  what  he  may  enjoy  is  fhort,  interrupted  and 
unrefrefliing. 

In  this  ftate,  delirium  and  a  mortal  anxiety  enfue. 
A  continued  and  fevere  fpafm  often  finiflies  the  tra- 
gedy ;  but  oftener  a  general  convulfion  brings  life  to 
a  period.  The  patients,  for  the  mofl;  part,  are  com- 
pletely relaxed  and  fenfible  juft  before  death. 

i 
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Tetanus  is  a  rapid  difeafe  ;  its  fatal  termination 
generally  takes  place  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  from 
the  firfl  attack.  In  fome  rare  inflances,  when  the 
difeafe  is  protrafted  for  a  few  days  more,  a  patient 
will  accidentally  furvive  ;  and  with  care  and  atten- 
tion make  a  flow  recovery  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of 
fome  months,  feel  himfelf  reftored  to  a  certain  fhare 
of  comfort  and  happinefs. 

Tetanus  is  a  difeafe  of  every  country,  but  it  is 
much  more  frequent  in  warm  than  in  temperate 
climates  ;  and  in  the  warmer  than  in  the  cooler  fea- 
fons  of  the  year.  People  of  all  ages,  and  of  both 
fexes  are  obnoxious  to  tetanus ;  but  it  is  faid  to  be 
more  prevalent  in  thofe  of  middle  age,  than  in  the 
old  and  the  young ;  in  males  than  in  females  ;  and 
in  robuft  and  vigorous  people,  than  in  the  weak  and 
the  infirm. 

Tetanus  is  known  under  different  appellations,  ac 
cording  as  particular  mufcles  are  affefted  ;  or  ac- 
cording as  one  fet  of  mufcles,  under  a  ftronger  fpafm 
than  their  antagonifts,  give  a  particular  curvature  or 
pofture  to  the  body.  Thus  trifmus,  empofthotonos, 
and  opifthotonos,  denominate  varieties,  which  are 
now  recognifed  as  conftituting  the  generic  difeafe 
called  tetanus. 

I  have 
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I  have  taken  this  account  of  tetanus  from  the  hif- 
tories  which  have  been  given  of  it,  by  Dr.  Hillary, 
,  in  his  obfervations  on  the  epidemic  difeafes  in  the 
Ifland  of  Barbadoes  ;  and  by  Dr.  Lionel  Chalmers, 
in  a  communication  printed  in  the  firft  volume  of 
the  London  Medical  Obfervations  and  Enquiries. 


Authors  mention  a  great  many  occafional  caufes 
of  tetanus  ;  paffions  of  the  mind  ;  interrupted  men- 
ftruation ;  too  copious  evacuations,  particularly  fuch 
as  happen  in  cholera  morbus  ;  retrocedent  gout  and 
exanthemata  ;  putrid  fevers  ;  and  worms. 

Hyfteria,  hypochondriafis  and  chorea  have  alfo, 
in  the  excefs  of  their  fpafmodic  affeftion,  on  fome 
occafions,  emulated  the  milder  fymptoms  of  tetanus, 
while  at  the  fame  time  they  have  retained  their  own 
generic  charafter. 


Tetanus,  induced  by  the  above  mentioned  caufes, 
muft  be  confidered  as  a  fymptomatic  difeafe  j  and 

the 
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the  cure  mufl:  be  conduaed  according  to  the  indica- 
cations  which  apply  to  the  particular  cafe. 

I  give  a  cafe  of  what  I  confider  to  be  tetannic  af- 
feaion  in  the  hyfteria,  in  Appendix,  No.  IX. 

I  obferved  tetannic  fpafms  in  two  cafes  of  chorea, 
which  I  give  in  the  Appendix  No.  VII.  The  one  is 
the  cafe  of  David  Anderfon,  the  other  of  Ann  Rofs. 
But  I  did  not  on  this  account  change  my  opinion  of 
the  nature  of  their  complaint ;  I  proceeded  to  treat 
both  patients  as  laboui  ing  under  chorea. 

Idiopathic  tetanus  is  faid  to  be  owing,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  expofure  to  the  viciffitudes  of  the  atmof- 
phere,  as  varying  from  hot  to  cold,  and  from  dry  to 
moift,  when  the  body  has  been  at  the  fame  time 
overheated  by  exercife,  or  by  the  warmth  of  the 
climate  or  feafon. 

In  the  fecond  place,  wounds  of  the  foft  parts,  whe- 
ther fevere  or  flight,  are  mentioned  as  occafional 
caufes  of  tetanus  ; — which  fometimes  fupervenes  foon 
after  the  accident,  but  oftener  at  a  diftant  period. 

Thirdly,  tetanus  arifes  in  children,  from  the  re- 
tention of  the  meconium,  or  from  the  prefence  of 
other  matters  conveyed  too  early  into  the  ftomach 

under 
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under  the  form  of  nourifhment ;  in  this  cafe  it  is 
known  by  the  name  of  trismus  nascentium. 


I  have  remarked  that  in  fome  of  the  difeafes  of 
which  I  have  treated,  phyficians  have  difregarded 
the  general  hiftory  of  difeafes,  and  have  confined 
their  attention  too  much  to  the  confideration  of  a 
fmgle  fymptom ;  and  have  thereby  committed  mif- 
takes  both  in  theory  and  pra£tice.  In  my  appre- 
henfion,  tetanus  affords  another  inftance  of  the  bad 
elFeds  which  arife  from  a  limited  or  perhaps  erro- 
neous view  of  a  difeafe. 

From  the  days  of  Hippocrates  to  the  prefent  time, 
the  agonizing  fpafms,  the  prominent  fymptom  of 
tetanus,  have  arrefted  the  notice  of  every  one.  To 
refolve  the  fpafm  and  to  cure  the  difeafe,  feera  to 
have  been  conceived  to  be  one  and  the  fame  thing. 
Accordingly,  opium,  mufk,  warm-bathing,  cold-ba- 
thing, and  mercury,  the  moft  powerful  of  the  anti- 
fpafmodic  remedies,  have  been  chiefly  employed  in 

^  tetanus 
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tetanus.  They  have  been  recommended  by  the  ear- 
her  writers  ;  and  their  praifcs  have  been  re-echoed 
by  fucceeding  praditioners.  But  what  claim  have 
thcfe  medicines  to  be  extolled  ;  have  they  mitigated 
the  feverity  of  tetanus,  or  obviated  its  fatal  tenden- 
cy ?  The  records  of  phyfic  bear  a  fad  teftimony  in 
the  negative. 

It  is  unneceflary  to  enter  upon  a  minute  detail  of 
the  fpecious  practice  by  antifpafmodics  in  tetanus  ; 
fuch  a  detail  might,  indeed,  afford  an  opportunity  of 
fliewing  that  fome  of  them  may  be  productive  of 
mifchiveous  effedls.  Dr.  Hillary  has  obferved,  that 
inftantaneous  death  has  followed  warm  bathing  in 
tetanus. — And  I  greatly  fufpedt,  that  the  after  confe- 
quence  of  the  high  and  frequently  repeated  dofes  of 
opium  which  many  authors  recommend,  and  which 
neither  alleviate  pain  nor  induce  fleep,  mull  be  inju- 
rious. But  fuch  difcuffions  as  thefe,  might  be 
thought  to  be  invidious,  while  they  would  lead  to 
no  ufeful  inference. 

However  juft  the  foregoing  obfervations  may  be, 
I  fhould  yet  have  been  fojrry  to  have  advanced  any 
thing  to  (hake  the  tottering  fabric  of  medical  prac- 
tice in  tetanus,  unlefs  I  thought  it  were  in  my  power 
to  fubftitute  a  pradice  more  efficacious,  originating 

in 
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in  other  views  of  the  difeafe.  Thefe,  I  apprehend, 
will  warrant  the  expedation  of  confiderable  benefit 
from  the  full  and  free  exhibition  of  purgative  medi- 
cines. This  opinion  is  fupported  by  the  following 
confiderations : 

In  the  firft  place,  it  appears  from  the  hiflory  of 
tetanus,  that  it  often  approaches  in  a  gradual  man- 
ner ;  hence  it  is  probable,  that  the  attack  is  generally 
preceded  by  fymptoms  of  bad  health,  although  thefe 
may  not  be  always  obferved.    We  alfo  learn  from 
the  hiftory,  that  an  uneafy  fenfation  or  tenfenefs 
about  the  prascordia  is  among  the  firft  fymptoms, 
and  is  at  the  fame  time  a  permanent  one  of  tetanus  ; 
and  that  as  this  is  aggravated,  all  the  other  fpafms 
are  encreafed  in  the  frequency  and  feverity  of  their 
attack.    The  hiftory  farther  fhews  that  the  body  is 
obftinately  conftipated  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
difeafe. 

Thefe  circumftances  which  prefent  themfelves 
with  great  uniformity,  make  it  exceedingly  pro- 
bable, that  the  functions  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines 
are  materially  deranged,  previous  to  the  attack,  and 
during  the  prevalence  of  tetanus  ;  and  point  out  the 
propriety  of  ufing  purgative  medicines  in  the  treat- 
ment of  it, 

I  In 
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In  the  fecond  place,  the  influence  of  expofure  to 
long  continued  heat,  on  the  biliary  fyftem  is  afcer- 
tained  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  difeafes  thence 
arifing,  fuch  as  bilious  or  yellow  fever,  cholera,  and 
dyfentery,  are  accompanied  with  great  ftomachic  dif- 
trefs,  as  marked  by  ficknefs,  vomiting  and  thirft.  It 
is  probable,  therefore,  that  tetanus  appearing  under 
fifnilar  circumflances  of  expofure  to  heat,  muft  alfo 
be  accompanied  with  fimilar  derangement  of  the 
biliary  fyftem,  and  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
which  will  excite  a  predifpofition  to  the  difeafe. 

In  the  third  place,  I  have  proved  that  chorea  and 
hyfteria,  both  of  them  convulfive  or  fpafmodic  dif- 
eafes, are  accompanied  with  diforders  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  and  with  coftivenefs ;  and  that  thefe  dif- 
eafes have,  in  a  great  number  of  inftances,  been  re- 
lieved, if  not  cured,  by  a  due  perfeyerance  in  the  ufe 
of  purgatives.  I  infer,  therefore,  that  tetanus,  a 
fpafmodic  difeafe,  and  accompanied  with  coftivenefs, 
may  alfo  be  relieved,  if  not  cured,  by  a  proper  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  fame  remedies. 

In  the  fourth  place,  I  adduce,  from  the  praftice  of 
others,  prefumptive  evidence  of  the  utility  of  giving 
purgative  medicines  in  tetanus.  Thefe  medicmes 
have  not  been  altogether  excluded  from  medical 
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praflice  in  this  difeafe ;  but  they  have  been  exhibit- 
ed with  a  fecondary  view  only ;  while  little  or  no 
attention  has  been  paid  to  their  effed ;  for  in  fome 
few  inftances,  they  appear  to  have  been  ufeful,  with- 
out their  good  effefts  having  been  fo  much  as  fuf- 
pefted  or  acknowledged. 

Dr.  Wright  revived  the  praftice  of  cold  bathing 
in  tetanus,  about  forty  years  ago.  In  the  fixth  vo- 
lume of  the  London  Medical  Obfervations  and  En- 
quiries, he  gives  an  account  pf  fix  cafes  fuccefsfully 
treated,  in  Jamaica,  by  the  aftufion  of  cold  water. 


In  the  two  firfl  patients,  a  natural  flool  was  void- 
ed foon  after  the  affufion  of  the  water;  a  fre- 
quent confequence  of  fimilar  applications  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body.  The  third  patient  had  a  cooling 
purge  before  the  cold  water  was  ufed  ;  and  attention 
had  been  paid  to  the  Hate  of  the  belly  of  the  fourth 
patient,  previous  to  the  affufion  of  the  water.  No 
notice  is  taken  of  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  of  the  fifth 
and  fixth  patients.  Thus,  it  is  probable,  that  the  fa- 
lutary  termination  of  four  of  thefe  cafes,  adduced 
in  proof  of  the  utility  of  cold  bathing  in  tetanus, 
was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  open  ftate  of 
the  body. 
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Dr.  Thomas  Cochrane  praftifed  medicine  in  the 
Ifland  of  Nevis  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago.  A 
communication  from  him,   "  On  the  ufe  of  cold- 
bathing  in  the  cure  of  tetanus,"  is  printed  in  the 
third  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Philo- 
fophical  Commentaries.    The  narrative  bears,  that 
the  fubjeO:  of  the  experiment  opened  his  jaws  pretty 
freely,  and  walked  tolerably  upright  in  a  few  days, 
from  the  firfl;  affufion  of  the  cold  water.    It  alfo 
bears,  that  on  the  firft  attack,  a  dofe  of  caftor  oil 
procured  feveral  ftools  ;  and  that  glyfters  and  gentle 
laxatives  were  frequently  given.    I  am  therefore 
led  to  a  conclufion  which  did  not  occur  to  Dr. 
Cochrane,  that  the  cure  efFefted  in  this  cafe,  was 
.owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  prefer vation  of 
the  open  ftate  of  the  body  throughout  the  courfe  of 
the  difeafe. 

Dr.  Monro  gives  a  communication,  which  is  prmt- 
ed  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Literary 
EiTays  and  Obfervations,  in  illuftration  "  of  the  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  mercury  •  in  convulfwe  diforders."  The; 
cafe  to  which  the  Dolor's  obfervations  refer,  is  oft 
tetanus,  fuppofed  to  have  proceeded  from  a  wound. 

The  mercury  was  not  ufed  till  three  weeks  aftei-r 

the  attack  of  the  fpafm  j  when,  from  its  protraftedJ 
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ftate,  the  difeafe  may  have  been  fuppofed  to  have 
yielded,  and  the  patient  to  have  been  in  the  way  Ox 
recovery.  The  fpafms  appear  to  have  remitted  in 
about  fix  and  thirty  hours  from  the  firfl  application 
of  the  mercurial  ointment,  and  before  it  could  have 
made  any  material  impreffion  on  the  habit.  On  the 
other  hand,  feveral  purgatives  were  given  in  the- 
beginning  of  the  difeafe,  occafional  glyfters  were 
thrown  up  during  its  courfe,  and  laxative  ptifans  were 
exhibited  in  its  decline.  To  the  former,  therefore, 
while  the  effe6ls.of  the  mercury  were  hardly  to  be 
perceived,  I  am  inclined  to  affign  the  protra£lion  of 
the  difeafe  in  the  firfl:  inftance,  and  to  the  latter  its 
happy  termination. 

In  the  fifth  place,  the  utility  of  purgatives  in  the 
treatment  of  tetanus,  appears  to  be  efl:abliflied  by  the 
dire£t  and  ufeful  employment  of  them  in  the  difeafe. 
Dr.  Hillary  and  Dr.  Lionel  Chalmers  have  clearly 
(hown,  that  in  trismus  nasccntium,  purgative  medi- 
cines, if  exhibited  early,  diflodge  a  great  quantity  of 
unnatural  matter  that  feems  to  have  been  colleded  in 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines  j  arreft:  the  formation  and 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  which,  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  pradice,  had,  like  tetanus,  in  other  in- 
fl:ances,  proved  too  generally  fatal. 

^  3  Laftly, 
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Laftly,  I  adduce  proofs  from  my  own  practice,  of 
the  good  efFeds  of  purgative  medicines,  in  what  ap- 
peared to  me  to  have  been  inftances  of  incipient  te- 
tanus ;  thefe  proofs,  tranfcribed  from  the  records 
of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  are  inferted  in  No.  IX.  of 
the  Appendix. 

It  will  not  be  eafy  to  account,  upon  the  principle  of 
derangement  of  the  ftomach  and  intellines  inducing  te- 
tanus, for  its  appearing  as  the  confequence  of  wounds. 
But  without  entering  upon  any  argument  on  this  fub- 
je£t,  I  will  juft  obferve,  that  when  the  attack  of  teta- 
nus is  long  pofterior  to  the  accident,  it  is  probable 
that  derangement  of  the  ftomach,  alfo  fubfequent  to 
the  accident,  may  be  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe ;  and 
that  when  tetanus  follows  the  injury  immediately, 
and  when  excifion,  fcarification  and  cauterizing  of 
the  wounded  part  have  failed  of  procuring  relief, 
and  they  almoft  alw^ays  fail ;  I  would  in  both  in- 
ftances refort  to  the  ufe  of  purgatives,  rather  than  to 
that  of  antifpafmodic  medicines  which  have  fo  often 
difappointed  our  hopes.    If  I  am  not  miftaken,  in 
the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  communication 
from  Dr.  Monro,  it  affords  an  inftance  of  the  uti- 
lity of  purgatives  in  tetanus  from  wounds. 


Such 
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Such  are  the  fa£ls,  and  fuch  the  reafoning,  on 
which  I  reft  the  probable  utility  of  purgative  medi- 
cines in  tetanus.  Every  one  will  judge  of,  and  ap- 
preciate them  for  himfelf. 

It  would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me,  how- 
ever, to  have  withheld  my  fentiments  on  this  fubjedt, 
till  fuch  time  as  I  had  brought  them  to  the  teft  of 
experience.  But  living  in  the  55th  degree  of  nor- 
thern latitude,  and  advancing  in  life,  I  have  no  prof- 
pe£t  of  meeting  with  proper  opportunities  of  doing 
fo.  And  although  thefe  fpeculations  may  not  be  con- 
firmed by  the  experience  of  others ;  yet  I  truft  they 
will  at  leaft  difplay  a  fmcere  defire,  on  my  part,  to 
promote  and  extend  the  ufefulnefs  of  practical  me- 
dicine. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  UTILITY  AND  ADMINISTRATION  or 
PURGATIVE  MEDICINES  IN  SOME  CHRONIC  DISEASES. 


I  HAVE  not  afcertained  in  how  many  various  dii- 
eafes  purgative  medicines  may  be  employed  with  ad- 
vantage, but  I  believe  the  range  of  their  utility  is 
greater  than  is  commonly  imagined. 

I  formerly  remarked,  that  in  mature  age,  and  in 
the  decline  of  life,  morbid  fymptoms  which  are  at- 
tributed to  previous  irregularities,  to  idiofyncracy, 
to  hereditary  difpofition  to  difeafe,  and  to  approach- 
ing old  age,  frequently  arife  from  conftipation  of  the 
bowels,  or  are  intimately  conneded  with  it.  Thefe 
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fymptoms  generally  conftitute  chronic  difeafes,  which' 
are  known  under  different  names,  and  for  the  cure 
of- which,  the  ufe  of  mineral  waters  is  frequently 
recommended. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  advice,  the  neceffary 
change  of  fcene  and  of  air  that  takes  place,  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  body,  the  abftraftion  of  the  mind  from 
the  cares  attendant  on  bufmefs,  the  interruption  of 
an  uniform  train  of  thought  and  attention,  and  the 
efcape,  on  fome  occafions,  from  ennui,  are  circum- 
fiances,  which  doubtlefs,  co-operate  with  the  bene- 
ficial effefts  of  the  mineral  waters. 

Thefe  waters  appear  to  be  ufeful  in  feveral  difeafes, 
nearly  in  proportion  to  their  purgative  quality ;  by 
means  of  which,  regularity  of  the  obftrufted  bowels 
is  reftored,  and  a  competent  fhare  of  health  is  efta- 
blifhed. 

I  have  been  difpofed  to  think,  that  people,  in  fimi- 
lar  circumftances  of  difeafe,  but  whom  bufmefs,  or 
pecuniary  confiderations  detain  at  home,  reap  be- 
nefit from  purgative  medicines,  nearly  equal  to  that 
which  purgative  mineral  waters  impart.  In  con- 
firmation of  this  opinion,  I  give  a  few  cafes  from  the 
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records  of  the  Royal  InHrmary  j  they  will  be  found 
in  the  tenth  number  of  the  Appendix. 

In  conduaing  the  cure  of  difeafes  of  this  defcrip- 
tion,  in  aid  of  purgative  medicines,  I  have  expe- 
rienced the  utility  of  the  warm  bath  on  fome  occa- 
fions,  and  of  mercury  on  others.  But  I  am  not 
prepared  to  give  my  fentiments  at  large  on  this 
fubjed ;  my  avocations  do  not  permit  me  to  arrange 
them  fo  as  they  might  meet  the  public  eye. 


I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  accomplifli  what  I  pro- 
pofed,  by  fhowing  that  purgative  medicines  may  be 
ufed  more  freely  than  has  been  commonly  imagined  ; 
and  ufed,  not  only  with  fafety,  but  with  evident  and 
decided  advantage. 

Here  I  muft  again  folicit  the  reader's  attention  to 
two  circumftances  of  great  importance,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  difeafes,  by  the  ufe  of  purgative  medicines. 

The 
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The  firft  is,  the  regular  and  accurate  examination  of 
every  alvine  evacuation.  The  fecond  is,  the  fteady 
exhibition  of  the  purgative  medicine,  fo  as  to  pro- 
cure daily  its  full  efFeft,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  difeafe  for  which  it  is  given. 

By  the  infpedlion,  we  afcertain  the  nature  of  the 
alvine  difcharge ;  a  knowledge  of  which,  together 
with  a  few  other  circumftances,  enables  us  to  form 
a  probable  conjefture,  with  regard  to  the  duration  of 
the  difeafe,  regulates  the  ftrength  of  each  dofe  of  the 
purgative,  and  determines  the  frequency  of  the  re- 
petition of  it.  Without  this  infpe£lion,  we  will  be 
conftantly  deceived,  through  the  ignorance  or  inat- 
tention of  our  patients,  or  of  their  attendants. 

By  the  fecond  circumftance,  the  fteady  exhibition 
of  the  purgative  medicines,  we  enfure  the  fuccefs  of 
the  praftice,  in  the  difeafes  under  confideration. 
The  puny  and  debilitated  ftate  of  the  fufferer  may, 
on  fome  occafions,  excite  alarm  even  in  the  breaft 
of  the  praaitioner ;  and  the  caprice  of  his  patient, 
and  the  whims  of  relatives,  may  throw  obftacles  in 
his  way.  But  thefe  he  muft  difregard  ;  for  unlefs 
he  can  fupprefs  his  own  improper  feelings,  and  over- 
come the  unreafonable  objedions  of  others,  he  had 
better  not  adopt  meafures,  which,  to  prove  fuccefs- 

4  ful. 
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ful,  muft  be  conducted  with  decifion  and  firmnefs.  A 
contrary  condud  will  not  avail ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  will  affuredly  terminate  in  the  vexation  of 
the  pradlitioner,  the  difappointment  of  the  patient  and 
relatives,  and  in  the  difcredit  of  that  practice,  which, 
from  a  conviction  of  its  utility,  it  has  been  my  v/ifli 
and  ftudy  to  recommend. 


If  fome  of  the  difeafes  of  which  I  have  treated  be 
cured,  almoft  folely  by  the  operation  of  purgatives  ; 
and  if  this  cure  be  effefted  more  or  lefs  fpeedily,  in 
proportion  to  the  length  of  time,  that  conftipation, 
and  the  changed  nature  of  the  feces  have  fubfifted  ; 
I  am  perfuaded,  that,  by  preferving  at  all  times  the 
regular  alvine  evacuation,  we  will  prevent  the  forma- 
tipn  of  thofe  difeafes  altogether.  If  thefe  expecta- 
tions be  not  too  fanguine,  it  is  likely,  that,  by  thefe 
means,  the  marafmus  and  hsematemefis  of  which  I 
have  fpoken,  and  chorea,  and  chlorofis,  will  rarely, 
if  ever,  appear.  In  my  opinion,  therefore,  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  public  utility,  to  have  thefe  obferva- 
tions  diffufed  widely  among  all  ranks  and  defcrlp- 
tions  of  people,  through  the  medium  of  their  me- 
dical 
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dical  advlfers ;  who  will  recolka,  that  their  para- 
mount duty  is,  to  prevent  difeafes ;  and,  if  that  ob- 
jea  be  unattainable,  their  next  duty  is,  to  remove 
unavoidable  pain  and  ficknefs. 

To  conclude,  the  reader  muft  have  obferved  the 
ufeful  effefts  of  purgative  medicines,  in  difeafes  ap- 
parently different,  and  incident  to  people  at  various 
periods  of  life.  The  fads  are  undeniable,  and  ferve 
to  prove  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  fubjeft ; 
but  of  thefe  I  do  not  feel  it  to  be  incumbent  on  me 
to  give  any  explanation  at  prefent,  as  fuch  an  attempt 
feems  to  be  premature.  I  am  fatisfied  to  have  eftablifli- 
ed  certain  leading  fa£ls,  and  to  have  opened  views, 
which,  if  properly  profecuted,  muft  give  an  opportu- 
nity to  colleft  many  more,  and  to  extend  our  know- 
ledge refpeditig  the  operation  of  purgative  medicines. 
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The  fluctuating  ftate  of  the  nomenclature  of  the 
materia  medica,  and  of  pharmaceutical  preparations, 
will  explain  why  feveral  old  names  and  titles  of 
both,  are  found  in  the  more  early  cafes,  contained 
in  this  Appendix.  And  indeed,  fuch  occafionally 
appear  in  more  recent  cafes  ;  th6  force  of  habit,  and 
>he  dread  of  committing  miftakes,  while  my  attention 
is  occupied  by  the  variety  of  hofpital  bufmefs,  have 
occafioned  this  deviation  from  the  punftilious  forma- 
lity of  prefcripdon. 

On  thefe  accounts,  and  confulting  the  accommo- 
dation  of  the  reader,  I  infert  in  this  number  of  the 
Appendix,  tables  of  reference,  from  the  older  to  the 
newer,  and  from  the  newer  to  the  older  names,  of 

^  fuch 
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fiich  medicines,  as  are  mentioned  in  the  following 
cafes. 

The  reader  will  alfo  find  another  table,  which 
comprehends  the  formulae  of  the  compounded  me- 
dicines which  are  prefcribed  in  the  fame  cafes,  and 
which  are  peculiar  to  the  Pharmacopceia  of  the  Roy- 
al Infirmary.  As  this  Pharmacopoeia  is  not  in  every 
one's  hands,  this  table  becomes  the  more  necelfary. 
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TABULA, 

DESIGITANT  NOMENCLATURAM  NOVAM  MEDICAMI- 
'   NUM,  QUiE  REPERIUNTUR  IN  HOCCE  LIBELLO. 


Tabula  prima  exporiit  medicaminum  tilulos  prisres  et  pojleriores. 


ifr-| 


■flTULI  PRIORES. 

Alkali  fixum  vegetabile  purifr- 

catum 
Ammonia  preparata 
Antimonium  tartarifatum 

i  Afafoetida 


Bolus  jalapse  cum  mercuric 
Calomelas 
Ghryftalli  tartari 
Cormi  cervi 
Cremor  tartari  - 
Extrafitum  catharticum 
Extraftum  colocynthidis  com- 

poiitum 
Glycirrhiza 
Hydrargyrus  precipitatus  cine- 
reus 

Jalapa       -  -  . 

laaudanum 

Limon  ... 
Linum 

Lixiva  purificata 
Lixivium  caufticum 
Magnefia  alba 
Magncfia  ufta 
Magnefia  ritriolata 

K  a 
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TiTUti  POSTERIORES. 

Carbonas  potafiae. 

Carbonas  ammoniae. 
Tartris  antimonii. 
Gummi  refma  ferulae  affe  fae- 
tidas, 

Bolus  jalapa;  compofitus. 
Submurias  hydrargyri 
Supcrtartris  potaffa;. 
Carbonas  ammonia. 
Supcrtartris  potalTsc. 

PilulcB  aloes  cum  colocynthidc. 

Glycirrhiza  glabra. 

Oxydum  hydrargyri  cinereum. 

Convolvulus  Jalapa. 
Tinftura  opii. 
Citrus  medica. 
Linum  ufitatifllmura 
Carbonas  potaflae. 
Aqua  potaffa:. 
Carbonas  magnefis. 
Magnefia. 
Sulphas  magncfije. 

Mercui-iu8 
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Mercurius  cinereus 

Mercurius  dulcis 

Pilulse  ftomachicae 

Pimenta 

Potio  cretacea 

Sal  catharticus  amarus 

Sal  Glauberi  - 

Sal  rupellenfis 

Senna 

Soda  phofphorata 
Soda  tartarizata 
Soda  vitriolata 
Spiritus  Mindereri 

Squamae  ferri  purificatae 

Tartarus  emeticus 
Tartarum  vitriolatum 
Tindturajalapae 
Tinftura  thebaica 


j-  Oxydum  hydrargyri  cinereum. 

Submurias  hydrargyri. 

Pillulae  rhei  conipofitae. 

MyrtuB  pimenta, 

Potio  carbonatis  calcis. 

Sulphas  magnefiae. 

Sulphas  fodae. 

Tartris  fodas  et  potaflae. 

Caflia  fenna. 

Phofphas  fodas. 

Tartris  fodae  et  potaflae. 

Sulphas  fodae. 

Aqua  acetitis  ammoniae. 
1  Oxidum  ferri  nigrum  purifica- 
J  tum. 

-    Tartris  antimonii. 
Sulphas  potaflae. 
Tinftura  convolvuli  jalapae. 
Tindlura  opii. 
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TABULA  SECUNDA 


EXPONIT   MEDICAMINUM    TITULOS   POSTERIORES,  ET 

PRIORES. 


TITULI  POSTERIORES. 

Aqua  acetitis  ammoniae 
Aqua  potafTae 
Bolus  jalapas  compofitus 
Carbonas  ammoniae 
Carbonas  magnefiaj 

Carbonas  potaflae  - 

CalTia  fenna 
Citrus  medica 
Convolvulus  jalapa 
Glycirrhiza  glabra 
Gummi  refina  ferulx  aflacfaeti 

Laudatuim 
Linum  uiitatifTmium 
Magnefia       -  -  - 

^Myrtus  pimenta 
Oxydum  ferri  nigrum  purifica 
turn  ... 

Oxydum  hydrargyri  cinercum 
Phofphas  fodae 

Pilulae  aloes  cum  colocynthide 

Pilulae  rhei  compofitas 
Potio  carbonatis  calcis 
Submurias  hydrargyri 

K 


{ 


1 


TITULI  PRiORES. 

Spiritus  Mindereri. 
Lixivium  caullicum. 
Bolus  jalapae,  cum  mercuric. 
Ammonia  preparata. 
Magnefia  alba. 
Lixiva  purificata. 
Alkali  fixum  vegetabile  purifi- 

catum. 
Senna. 
Limon. 
.lalapa. 
GlyciiThiza. 

Aflafaetida. 

Tindlura  opii 
Linum. 
Magnefia  ufta. 
Pimenta. 

^  Squamas  ferri  puriiicatx. 

f  Mercunus  cincreus. 

-J  Hydrargyrus  praecipitatus  ci- 

L  ncreus. 

Soda  phofphorata. 
f  Extratlum  catharticum. 
<  Extraftum  colocynthidis  com- 
L  pofitum. 

Pilulas  ftomachicae. 

Potio  cretacea. 

Calomelas,  mercurius  dulcis. 
3  Sulphas 
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Sulphas  magnefiae 
Sulphas  potaflse 

Sul|)ha8  fodae 

Snpcrtartris  potaflae  - 

Tartris  antimonii 

Tartris  fodae  et  potafTae 
Tinftura  conTolvuli  jalapa: 
Tinftura  opii 


Sal  catharticus  araaru*. 

Tartarum  vitriolatum. 
f  Sal  Glauberi. 
I^Soda  yitriolata. 
JCryftalli  tartari. 
J^Ciemor  tartari. 
f  Antimonium  tartarifatum. 

Tartarus  emeticus. 
r  Sal  rupellenfis. 
\  Soda  tartarifata. 

Tin£lura  jalapas. 
("Laudanum. 
(^Tinftura  thebaica. 
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TABULA, 

aVA,  INNOTESCUNT  FORMULAE  MEDICAMINUM  COMPOSI- 
TORUM,  QUORUM  MENTIO  FIT  IN  HISCE  PAGINIS,  ET 
QUJE  PHARMACOPOEIA  NOSOCOMII  REGII  EDIN^ENSIS, 
PROPRIA  SUNT. 

Bolus  Jalapse  Compofitus. 

Recipe — Fulveris  radicis  convohuli  jalapce,  grana  quindecim^ 
Ca/ome/anos,  grana  qxnnquey 
Confervae  rofix  Gal/icte,  quantum  fatis  Jit. 

Decoctum  Furfuris. 

Recipe— -Furfuris  uncias  duas, 

j^quce  fontancE  lihras  duodecim, 

Coque  ad  libras  novem,  cam  fubfcderint  feref,  elu- 
triaadas. 

Enema  Domefticum. 

Recipe — Muriatis  fodce  vnciam  dimidiam^ 
Olei  napi  Jilvejlris  ttnciam, 
Aqu(e  tepidce  libram.  Mifce. 

Enema  Fcetidnm. 


Recipe-— Gummi  rejin<t  ferulce  qffcc  fcelida  drachmas  duas^ 
Aqua  tepidce  uncias  deCem.  Solve. 

K  4  Enema 
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Enema  Purgans. 

Recipe-^Toliorum  cajjice  fenncc  drachmas  tres, 
Sulphatis  fodce  unciam^ 
Aqua  fermdce  libram. 
Infunde  et  cola. 

Haustus  Anodynus. 

Recipe — TinEiurce  opii  giittas  niiginti  quinque^ 
AqucE  fontance  unciam, 
Syrupi  Jtmplicis  drachmas  duas.  Mifce. 

Haustus  ex  oleo  Ricini. 

Recipe — C)lei  ricini  unciam  dimidiam, 
Aquce  diftillatce  i-naam, 
Spiritus  myrti  pimentce  drachmam, 
Aquce  potajfce  gultas  viginti.  Mifce. 

Ha  usTUs  falinus  efFervefcens. 

Recipe — Carbon atis  potajpe  purijicati  fcrupulos  quatuor, 

Aquce  fontance  uncias  quatuor.    Solve,  et  cum  fubfe-, 
derint  feces,  cola. 

Recipe — Succus  citri  medicae  uncias  duas, 
Syrupi fmplicis, 

Aquce  fontance^  utriufque  unciam,  Mifce. 

Vtriufque 
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Jjtriufque  mixturce  uncia  detur  pro  dofi  ;  folutione  carhona- 
tis  potajfe  prius  fumpta^  mijlura  e  fucco  citri  medica^ 
illico  porrigenda  ejl, 

Infusum  caflise  fennz. 

Recipe — Foliorum  cajjice  fennce  unciam  et  dimidiam, 

Seminum  coriandri  fativi  contujorum  unciam  et  dimi- 
dianiy 

Stipertartritis  potajfce  drachmas  duas, 
j^quce  fontanee  libram. 
Siipertartritem  potaffce  in  aqua  coquendo  folve  ;  deinde  lu 
quorem  adhuc  fervenlem  fetiTKe  et  feminibus  affundef 
7nacera  per  horam  in  vafe  aperto,  et  frigefaBum  cola, 

Infusum  lini  ufitatiffimi. 

Recipe — Seminum  lini  ujitatijfimi  uncias  duas, 

Radicis  glycirrhi%cc  glabra  unciam  dimidiam, 
Aqtice  ferventis  libras  quatuor. 
Infundc  ad  focum  per  horas  aliquot,  et  cola. 

jMiSTURA  corticis  Peruvianse  aromatica  :  vel 
miflura  cinchonGe  officinalis  aromatica. 

Recipe — Pulveris  corticis  cinchonce  unciam  dimidiam, 

Mucilaginis  mimofce  niloticce  uncias  duas.    Tere  ftmul 

et  paulatim  adde 
Aqucc  fontance  uncias  quinque, 

TinBura  lauri  cajpce  unciam  unam  et  dimidiam.  Mifce. 


MllTURA 
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MiSTURA  diaphoretica  antlmonialis. 

Kecipe — j^qucE  fontajKe  uncias  quinque  et  dimidiam, 

Sacchari  purificati  drachmam  unam  et  dimidiam^ 
Vint  tartritis  antimonii  drachmas  duasy 
TtnBura:  opii  guttas  triginta.  Mifce. 


MiSTURA  diaphoretica  falina. 

Recipe — jiqua  fontance  uncias  quatuor^ 

Sacchari  purijicati  drachmas  tres, 
Carbonatis  ammonice  prceparatte  grana  decern.  Solve 
et  adde 

j4qu(E  acetitis  ammonice  uncias  tres, 

Spiritus  myrti  pimentce  drachmas  duas.  Mifce. 

Mis  TURA  mucilaglnola. 

Recipe — DecoBi  ahhece  officinalis  uncias  quatuovy 

Syrupi  Jimplicis  unciam  dimidiam.  Mifce. 


MiSTURA  falina  ammoniata. 

Recipe — Carbonatis  ammonia  preparata  drachmam  dimidiam^ 
Sued  citri  medici,  fcnipulos  duos. 
Aquae  lauri  caffte  uncias  tres, 
Sacchari  purijicati,  unciam  dimidiam,  Mifce. 


POTUS 
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Pot  US  acidus  vegetabilis. 

Recipe — DecoBi  furfuris  libras  duas, 

Supertartrills  potajjfce  fcrupulos  cjualuor, 
Syrupi  Jimplicis  tinciam.  Mifce, 

SoLUTio  giimmi  refine  fcrulcc  aflse  foetidae. 

Recipe — Giimmi  rcjinx  ferulce  ajja  fatiche  drachmas  qualuor, 
yt^qnce  feniidcCy  uncias  viginti  quatuor.  Solve. 


APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX, 

No.  11. 


CASES  OF  FEVER. 

Royal  Infirmary^  Aug.  21st  1796. 
JOHN  DENHAM,  M(atis  ii  . 

Complains  much  of  headach— .vertigo-— -general 
uneafinefs  and  ficknefs. 

Pulfe  120~{kin  very  hot— tongue  loaded— much 
thirft— belly  rather  flow— no  appetite— indifferent 
nights. 

Complaints  began  on  the  18th  current. 
He  had  an  emetic  on  the  19th,  with  fome  tempo- 
rary relief. 

Injicialur  enema  domejlicum: 

4  AuguJl 
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Aug.  ^2d.  One  ftool — reftlefs  during  night — Ikin 
dry,  and  of  a  pungent  heat — tongue  loaded — ^pulfe 
about  120,  and  full — abdomen  feels  tenfe,  and  is 
painful. 

Recipe — Mercurn  dulcis, 

Fulveris  jalapce^ 

Sacchari  albi,  aa  gratia  tria. 
Tere  in  pulverem,  quam  primum  futnendutn. 

Toaft  and  water  for  drink. 

 23d.     A  bad  night,  with  delirium — fkin 

continues  hot — tongue  more  loaded — pulfe  towards 
120,  lefs  full — much  thirfl — two  fcanty  ftools. 

Injiciantur  quam  primum  enematis  domejlici  uncia  decern. 

Recipe — Foliorum  Senna  drachmam  unam, 

ExtraBi  glycirrhizce  drachmam  dimidiam, 
jlqiite  fervidce  uncias  ocio. 

Sit  tnfufum  duabus  vicibus  fumendum. 

 24th.    A  better  night,  with  lefs  delirium 

— ^{kin  lefs  pungently  hot — pulfe  about  120,  and  foft 
^  — tongue  lefs  loaded,  and  moift — complains  of  head- 
ach — confiderable  thirfl: — a  copious  ftool  from  the 
injeflion — another  fmce  taking  the  phyfic — belly 
feems  fomewhat  diftended  j  he  complains  on  its 
being  preffed. 


Repetatur 


APPNDrx,  NQ.  ir. 

Repcl^tf^r  auma  domrjlicum  vefpere,  ct  habeat  haiijlum,  cum 
tintlurce  ihebaicce  gutlis  quindccini. 

August  25th.  Eafy  during  the  firft  part  of  the  night 
— relllefs  with  delirium  fince  morning — belly  more 
diftended,  and  pained  on  ^preffure — tongue  more 
loaded  and  parched — a  loofe  feculent  ftool  after  the 
injeftion — a  fimilar  one  fmce  morning,  which,  as 

well  as  the  urine,  has  been  voided  without  notice  

pulfe  about  120,  of  middling  ftrength— fkin  mode- 
rately  cooL 

Recipe- — Aqu^  itncias  qiiatuof^ 

Magnejice  ujlce  drachmam  unanxy 

Sacchari  drachmam  dimidiam. 
Sit  miftura  cujus  fumalur  uncia  dimidia,  omni  hora. 
Repetatur  hauflus  anodynus  vefpere. 

  26th.  Three  ftools  fmce  yeflerday — the  firfl: 

of  a  natural  appearance,  the  two  laft  watery  and 
greenifh — a  lumbricus  has  been  voided — fulnefs  and 
pain  of  abdomen  much  abated— Ikin  cool — ^tongue 
clean — pulfe  about  90,  feeble — mixture  ufed — a 
good  night. 

Repetatur  miftura  cum  magnejia  necnon  haujlus  vefpere. 

August  27th  Two  loofe  and  green  coloured  ftools 
voided  in  bed  fmce  yefterday — fulnefs  of  abdomen 
gone — no  complaint  on  prelfure — tongue  clean — 

2  pulfe 
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pulfe  about  80,  tolerably  firm — (kin  cool— fenfible 
to  the  ftimulus  of  urine — a  good  night — appetite 
returning. 

Continuentur  haujlus,  et  mijlura  cum  magtiejia. 

 28th.    Is  at  prefent  afleep — he  has  had  a 

good  night.  Two  ftools  not  paffed  in  bed — fome 
food  taken  this  morning. 

Coniinueniur  haujlus^  et  mijlura. 

 ^th.    No  ftool — a  good  night — now  afleep 

— appetite  improving. 

Continuetur  viijlura  e  magnejia. 

Omittalur  haujlus  anodynus. 

Habeat  jufculi  bovini  libram  unam^  indies. 

 3lft.    Another  lumbricus,  of  a  large  fize, 

voided  fince  yefterday — belly  regular — pulfe  about 
80  and  foft — tongue  clean — appetite  good— an  eafy 
night. 

Continuetur  magnejia  alba. 

Sept.  10th.    Gradual  convalefcence. 
Difmilfed  cured. 


1 
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Royal  Injirmary^  Aug.  '^ijt,  1796. 
JAMES  M'KECHNT,  JEtath  20, 

Complains  of  headach,  pain  in  his  back,  general 
uneafinefs  and  ficknefs. 

Has  at  times  a  flight  cough,  but  no  particular  un- 
eafinefs about  his  breaft. 

Belly  regular — confiderable  third — tongue  white 
— pulfe  110,  pretty  full— fkin  hot — tolerable  nights. 

Complaints  began  nine  or  ten  days  ago,  and  have 
been  frequently  attended  with  fliivering. 

Has  ufed  no  medicines. 

Sept.  \Jl.    Su?mt  puhen's  ja/apte  compojiti  drachmam  (itmtdiam. 
Habeat  decoBum  furfur  is  pro  potu. 

  2d.    Headach  abated — cough  and  thirft 

continue — pulfe  about  100 — an  indifferent  night — as 

yet  no  flool. 

Repetatur  quam  primum  pulvis  jalapac  compo/itus. 
Habeat  vefpere  Ji  opus  fit  enema  domeflicum, 
Hauflum  anodynum  bora  fomni. 


Sept. 


TYPHUS. 


161 


Sept.  5th.  Free  palTage  of  belly  previous  to  the 
injcdion — headach  and  cough  gone — ^pulfe  calm — 
appetite  returning, 

■  •  6th.  Convalefcent. 

Full  diet. 

■  10th    Difmifled  cured. 


.1 
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Royal  Infirmary^  Sept.  2^th,  lygS. 
ROBERT  GRANT,  jEtatls  21. 

Complains  of  headach — vertigo — naufea — chilly 
fits,  fucceeded  by  heat  and  fweating,  great  uneafinefs 
and  oppreffion,  much  thirft,  and  lofs  of  appetite. 

Pulfe  96 — tongue  very  foul — fkin  at  prefent  moift 
—belly  regular — fleeps  indifferently — on  the  I9th 
after  expofure  to"  cold,  while  on  guard  in  the  night 
time,  was  feized  with  headach,  coldnefs,  ftiivering, 
and  proftration  of  ftrength  ;  he  has  continued  daily 
worfe  fmce  that  time,  although  he  took  an  emetic  on 
the  20th. 

Sept.  30th.    Febrile  fymptoms  continue — pulfe  ' 
about  90,  fomewhat  full — tongue  pretty  clean  and' 
moid — a  flool  in  the  eourfe  of  yefterday. 

Recipe — Pulveris  jalapce  grana  decern, 

Mercurii  dulcis  grana  tria.    Sit  pulvis  quam  primunf 
fumendus. 

Fotum  acidum  vegetabilem,  ad  libitum.  i 

OMer  1ft.    Two  copious  ftools,  after  an  injeaion 

ini 

1  1 
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in  the  evening — febrile  fymptoms  much  abated- 
ikin  inoifl: — pulfe  caln^. 

06loher  2d.  Convalefcent. 
Full  diet. 

 12th.    Difmiffed  cured. 


L  2 

Royal 
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Royal  Infirmary^  Sept.  5/^.  1 796. 
JONATHAN  GREEN,  JEtatis  22. 

Complains  of  headach,  pain  of  back,  general  un- 
eafinefs,  and  ficknefs. 

Pulfe  96 — fkin  cool— tongue  white — thirft  natural 
—belly  rather  loofe — appetite  bad — urine  high  co- 
loured— fleeps  ill. 

Complaints  began  yefterday,  with  Ihivering,  fol- 
lowed by  increafed  heat  and  fweating — attributes 
them  to  cold  and  wet,  being  expofed  to  the  rain,  for 
a  confiderable  time  on  Saturday  laft  3d  current. 

Has  ufed  no  medicines. 

Sept.  6th.    Habeat  quam  primum 

Villi  ipecacuanhee  unciam  unam  pro  etnetico.    CrdJ  mane 
Tuheris  jalapcE  compofiti  drachmam  dimidiam. 

,  7th.    Full  voming — febrile  fymptoms  abated 

— pulfe  calm — three  ftools. 
Full  diet. 

 10th.    Aggravation  of  headach,  with  feeble 

nefs  and  languor— pulfe  about  120— belly  flow. 

Eabeat, 
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IJabeat  quatn  primum,  puheris  jalapcx  eotnpojiufcrupulos  duos. 
Low  diet. 

Sept.  11th.  As  yet  no  ftool — headach  continues 
^pulfe  about  100,  rather  feeble. 

Habeat  vefpere, 

Enema  domejlicum,  et  ni  plene  rcfponderit  alvus,  puheri't  ja* 
lapce  compojiti  dracbtnam  unam  eras  mane. 

•  12th.    One  ftool  by  the  injeftion — four  by 

the  phyfic  this  morning — headach  relieved,  ajid 
countenance  lightened. 

 13th.    Frequent  fcanty  ftools,  fince  yefter- 

day,  with  gripes  and  tenefmus — much  thirft — tongue 
^hite — pulfe  about  100. 

Recipe — Sodi.e  tar  tar  if  at  ct  drachmas  fix, 
j4quce  uncias  duodecim. 

Sit/olutio  quam  primum,  duabns  vicibus  fumenda. 
Habeat  haujlum  anodynum  vefpere. 

Toaft  and  water  for  drink. 


■  14th.  Gripes  and  purging  gone — tongue 
white,  rather  loaded— pulfe  about  90. 

Repetatur  eras  mane  foiutio  fodcc  tartarifatar. 


1 6th.  Convalefcent. 


Full  diet. 

X  3 


Sep. 
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Sept.  19th.  Slight  headach  at  times—belly  open 
pulfe  about  90. 

Habeat  polionis  cretacece  unciam  unam  ter  de  die. 

21(1,    Belly  regular—flight  headach  con- 
tinues. 

Sumat  pulveris  corticis  Peruviana:  drachmam  dimidiam  quater 
mdies, 

Intermiiiatur  potio  eretacea. 

■  26th.    Headach  gone-*-beIly  regular. 

DifmiflTed  cured. 


Royal 
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Royal  Infirmary^  April  lo^th.  1798. 
DONALD  WATSON,  JEtatis  23, 

Complains  of  fevere  pain  in  his  head,  with  gene- 
ral forenefs — pulfe  about  90 — tongue  white — thirft 
confiderable — appetite  impaired — no  ftool  fmce  the 
16th  inftant,  on  which  day  his  complaints  began 
with  fhivering. 

Recipe — Mercurii  dulcis  grana  quinque^ 

Puheris  jalapce  grana  duodccmti 
Sit  pulvis  quam  primum  fumendus,  ' 

April  20th.  Two  ftools — tongue  loaded — pulfe 
towards  108,  and  full — third  moderate — a  tolerable 
night,  and  ftill  difpofed  to  fleep. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  pulvis  e  mercuric  dulci  et  jalapa. 

 21  ft.    Another  ftool  in  the  evening — none 

fmce  the  exhibition  of  the  powder— headach  con^ 
tinues— pulfe  about  90,  and  foft-^tongue  ftill  load, 
ed. 

Habeatyji  opus  Jit,  enema  domejlicum  vefpere. 

*  22d.   Three  fcanty  ftools  in  the  courfe  of 

L  4  yefterday 
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yefterday— headach  relieved— tongue  lefs  loaded— 
fkin  cool  and  moift— pulfe  calm—  a  good  night. 

Cras  mane  haheat  pulveris  jalapce  compofui  drachmam 


unam. 


Jpril  23d.  A  good  night — feveral  ftools — tongue 
clean — pulfe  calm. 


27th.    Convalefcent.    Full  diet, 


Pifmiffed  cured; 
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"  Royal  Infirmary,  Jpril  loth.  1 798. 

JAMES  DENNET,  JKtatis  12. 

Complains  of  pain  in  his  head,  and  in  his  belly 
— of  vertigo — great  ficknefs,  and  occafional  vomit- 
ing— pulfe  about  100 — tongue  white — confiderable 

i  thirft — appetite  impaired — belly  bound.  Thefe 
fymptoms  commenced  with  fliivering  on  the  16th, 

I  and  he  had  been  expofed  to  the  contagion  of  fever. 

April  21ft. — A  natural  ftool — no  recurrence  of 
I  vomiting — headach  and  ficknefs  continue — ^pulfe  a- 
!  bout  120— .(kin  hot. 

I     Habeat  puheris  jalapce  compojtti fcrupulum. 

Haiijlum  cum  tinSiurx  thebaicce  guttis  quindecim  hora  foinni. 

< 

  22d.    Headach  and    ficknefs  relieved  

I  tongue  clean  and  moift— <pulfe  quick  and  feeble- 
two  (tools  previous  to  giving  the  powder,  and  two 
:  fince— a  good  night. 

Habeat  miflura:  diaphoreticce  falince  unciam  tenia  quaquc  hora, 
Repetatur  haiijlus,  bora  fomni. 

I  "  28d.    A  good  night— flill  difpofed  to  fleep 

» — free  of  complaint. 

Pmiitaturhaiijitis. 

April 
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45n724th.  Gripes  in  the  courfe  of  yefterday— 
two  ftools  fmce  morning,  fifteen  grains  of  compound 
powder  of  jalap  being  given-pulfe  quick— fkin 
warm— tongue  white-ftill  drowfy— gripes  continue. 

Eabeat  -vki  ipecacuanha^  drachmas  f ex,  pro  cmetico. 

 25th.    Two  dark  coloured  ftools— no  vo. 

miting— gripes  gone— a  quiet  night. 

— SOth.    Convalefcent,    Full  diet. 

May  1 1th.    Difmiffed  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary^  May  ijth.  1798. 
JJMES  GRANT,  JEtath  1 8. 

Complains  of  great  pain  in  the  umbilical  and  epi- 
gaftric  regions  j  of  fevere  headach  and  much  fick- 
nefs,  with  general  uneafinefs  and  laffitude.  His  in- 
ternal fauces  are  painful,  and  there  is  an  eruption  of 
I  reddifli  fpots  over  his  face  and  moft  of  his  body. 
Pulfe  about  90  — belly  flow — appetite  impaired — 
I  tongue  rather  white — has  great  thirft. 

On  the  12th  current  he  was  affedled  with  fhiver- 
ing ;  the  fpots  appeared  about  the  15th,  and  have 
been  increafnig  fmce  that  time ;  the  affeflion  of  his 
throat  has  likewife  been  increafmg.  Fie  had  been 
recovered  eight  days  from  a  febrile  attack,  which 
had  continued  for  a  fortnight  without  any  eruption. 

He  took  an  emetic  on  the  13th,  which  relieved  in 
fome  degree  the  pain  of  his  head.  He  took  alfo 
fome  pills  on  the  1 5th,  which  afted  as  a  laxative. 

ffabeat  enema  purgntis. 

May  18th.  Pain  of  abdomen,  affe£lion  of  inter- 
xv?\  fauces,  and  eruption  continue — fliin  moderately 
warm— pulfe  about  80,  and  foft— a  collive  ftool. 

Habeat 
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Habeat  quam  primum, 
Pu/veris  jalupce, 

Mtrcurii  dulcis^  ulriufque  grana /ex. 
Potum  aciclum  vegetabi/em  ad  libitum. 

May  19th.  A  coflive  (lool  in  the  evening,  after 
an  injeftion  -pain  of  abdomen,  affeftion  of  throat, 
and  eruption,  ftationary — tongue  loaded — much 
thirft— pungent  heat  of  fkin— pulfe  about  80. 

Recipe — Sodce  vitriolatte  drachmas  fex, 
Sacchari  drachmas  duas, 
Chrjjlallormn  tartaric 
Fuliorum  fennce,  utriufque  drachmam, 
ziqua  fervidcE  uncias  fedecim. 

Fiat  infufum,  quam  primum  fumendum  Tegantur  fauces  pan-' 

no  lan^o, 

'  20th.    Complaints  ftationary — a  bad  night 

—tongue  ftill  loaded — with  thirft — fkin  cooler  

pulfe  about  80 — four  dark  coloured  ftools. 

Habeat  haujlum  anodynum  vefpere, 

Cras  t/.ane  infufi  fennee  unciam  el  dimidiam, 
Seri.  vinqfi  Libras  duas,  partitis  vicibus  indies. 

— : — Sift.  Pain  of  abdomen  is  abated — that  of* 
internal  fauces,  which  appear  confiderably  inflamed, 
continues — eruption,  copious  on  the  face,  is  lefs  fre- 
quent on  the  reft  of  the  body — heat  of  Ikin  again 
more  pungent— pulfe  about  100— thirft  urgent — no 
ftool— indifferent  night. 

Habeat Ji  opus  Jit  enema  domejlicum. 

May 


TYPHUS. 


17S 


May  22d.  A  copious  dark  coloured  flool  after 
the  iiljedlioii  -  afFeftion  of  throat  and  eruption  con- 
tinue— pulfe  about  90,  of  moderate  ftrength — ikin 
of  a  lefs  pungent  heat — thirfl  not  abated. 

^ddaniur  baujlui  tinBurce  thebaicce  guUcs  decern. 

 23d.     Pain  of  epigaftrium  has  recurred — . 

pain  of  fauces  continues — Ikin  lefs  hot — pulfe  about 
SO,  foft  and  firm — no  ftool — an  indifferent  night. 

Habeat  quam  primum  infuji fennee  uncias  duas, 

Repetatur  hauflus. 

Inter  mitt  atur  ferum  vinofum. 

—  24th  '  Two  dark  coloured  (tools — pain  of 
epigaftrium  and  fauces  relieved — eruption  fading — 
tongue  cleaner — pulfe  about  80,  and  foft — fkin  moifl 
— thirft  abated— a  good  night. 

 26th.    Convalefccnt — bell)'  rather  flow, 

Habcat  omni  mane  pulveris  rbei grana  decern. 
Intermittatur  hauflus. 

.    Full  diet. 


 30th.    Belly  has  been  regidar. 

DifmifTed  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary^  Aug,  'jth  i&oi. 

JOHN  BAIRD,  Mtatis  lu 

On  the  2d  inftant,  by  account,  was  fuddenly 
attacked  with  rigours,  increafed  heat,  and  general 
fweat.  Since  admiffion,  he  has  been  very  indiftind, 
and  frequently,  while  awake,  is  obferved  to  mutter 
and  fpeak  to  himfelf :  while  afleep,  he  often  ftarts, 
and  awakes  in  a  fright.  Pulfe  130,  and  weak— Ikin 
very  warm— tongue  clean— fome  thirft— the  day  be- 
fore his  illnefs  was  expofed  to  febrile  contagion— a 
fcanty  ftool  fmce  admiffion — ^no  remedies  employed. 

Habeat  quatn  primum  enema  domejlicum. 

August  8th.  A  fcanty  loofe  ftool— pulfe  about  120, 

and  rather  feeble — tongue  white— more  diftind  in- 

jeftion  not  given. 

^tam  primum  bolum  e  Jalapa,  cum  mercurii  grafiis  tribus. 
DecoBum  furfuris  ad  libitum. 

 9th.    Two  or  three  ftools— Ikin  cool— pulfe 

about  90— a  good  night,  and  difpofed  to  lleep— mak- 
ing no  complaint. 

Continuetur  decoBum  furfurx. 


Augnji 
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August  10th;  Has  had  delirium  and  irregular  con- 
vulfive  motions — belly  flow — pulfe  feeble. 

Repctatur  bolus  ^  jalapa  cum  tnercurio. 
Abradatur  capillitium. 
Habeat  vini  rubri  um  ias  o£io, 
Cttjut  fumat  unciam  fubinde. 

 11th.  Delirium  and  involuntary  motions  ftill 

continue — a  better  night — two  loofe  ftools — pulfc 
towards  120,  and  feeble — wine  not  much  relilhed. 

Adhibeatur  vejtcatorium  toti  caput, 

Habeat  haujlum  aim  laudatxi  guttis  quindcnm. 

Intermittatur  viiium  rubmm. 

 12th.  Delirium  much  aggravated  towards 

evening — quietnefs  fucceeded  the  exhibition  of  the 
draught,  which  ftill  continues — irregular  convulfive 
motions  abated,  pulfe  about  120,  and  firmer. 

Habeat  mijlurec  diaphoretica  falince  unciam  tertia  quaque  bora* 
Repetatur  haujius,  vefperc. 

  13lh.     A  tolerable  night — difpofed  to  be 

drowfy — on  awaking,  he  appears  agitated,  fcreaming 
occafionally,  but  makes  no  complaint — appetite  in- 
different—pulfe  quick  and  feeble — belly  flow — invo- 
luntary motions  not  perceived — face  more  or  lefs 
fluflied — copious  difcharge  by  the  blifl:er. 

Habeat 
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Habeat  quam  pnmum  infuji  fenntc  uncias  duas,  necnon  ejuf 

dem  infiiji  unciam  feme  I  indies. 
Filulam  ^  mercurio  cinereo,  mane  et  vefpere. 
Intermittatur  baitjlus  anodynus. 

Augmt  14th.  An  indifferent  night—although  lefs 
drowfy,  has  on  the  whole  flept  much — tongue  clean 
and  moift— (kin  cool  and  foft—pulfe  about  100,  and 

feeble — expreflion  of  countenance  more  natural  

one  ftool — but  little  food  taken. 

Continuentur  pilula  hydrargyri  et  mi/lura* 

 17th.    Appetite  mending — looks  improving 

— fleep  natural — pulfe  calm — Mn  cool — belly  open, 

Intermittatur  pilula  hydrargyri. 

An  egg  to  dinner. 

 27th.'    Difmiffed  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary^  March  2'jth.  1 804. 
DONALD  STEWART,  JEtatis  19, 

Complains  of  violent  headach,  vertigo,  naufea,  and 
occafional  vomiting,  pain  under  the  fternum,  with 
frequent  fliort  cough,  and  flight  dyfpnoea — debility — 
general  uneafmefs — pulfe  90 — fkin  hot — tongue  loadr 
ed — belly,  by  account,  regular.  Was  attacked  two 
days  ago,  with  rigors — has  ufed  no  remedies, 

March  zZth — Imponatur  vejicatorium  quam  primum  Jlerno,  et 
fumat  holum  jalapce  compojiium. 
MiJIurae  falinae  ammoniatae  unciam,  fubinde. 

 29th.    Headach  and  ficknefs — cough,  and 

pain  of  breaft  reUeved — frequent  ftools — pulfe  calm 
— (kin  cool  and  moid — tongue  white — thirfl;  incon- 
fiderable — an  indifferent  night — blifler  has  anfwered 
well. 

Haujlum  atiodynum^  vefpere. 
Continuetur  tnijlura  friina  ammoniata. 


 Sift.    Purging  gone — cough  returns  at 

times,  with  uneafy  breathing — pulfe  90,  and  feeble. 

M  Recipe 
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Recipe — Mtfturce  mucilagimfce  uncias  qiiatuor, 

Vint  e  tartrite  anlimonii  drachmas  dtias, 
TinBufce  thehaicce  guttas  triginla. 
Mijiurce  agitata  fumat  unciam  diniidiam^fubinde. — Intermitta- 
tur  mijlura  falina  ammoniata. 

April  3d.  Belly  having  been  flow,  a  laxative  was 
given  laft  evening,  as  yet  without  effeft.  Face  at 
times  is  flufhed,  and  he  is  fomewhat  delirious — cough 
is  however  abated — ^breathing  eafy — pulfe  calm. 

Habeat  quam  primum,  infuji  fennce  uncias  tres. 
Continuetur  mijlura  tartritis  antimonii. 

 4th.    No  ftool  till  he  got  an  inje£lion— two 

fmce — pulfe  80 — tongue  foul,  but  moift — eyes  fuf- 
fufed. 

Continuetur  miflura  e  tartrite  antwlonn. 

 5th.    Headach  and  delirium  gone — ^a  good 

night^ — complains  of  pain  of  throat,  with  difficult  de- 
glutition — pulfe  80— (kin  hot — belly  flow. 

Adhihcatur  oleum  ammoniatum  cum  panno  Inneo  faucihus  ex- 
ternis— habeat  puheris  jalapce  compoftti  fcrupulos  duos. 

 7th.    Pain  of  throat  gone— a  good  night— 

paffage  of  belly— pulfe  80— fldn  cooK 

April 
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April  13th.  Convalefcent. 

Intermittantur  medicamenta^ 

Full  diet. 


 I7th.    Four  loofe  ftools. 

Fotionis  cretacece  unciam  unam^fecunda  quaque 
bora — pilulam  thebaicam^  bis  de  die. 

 18th:    Four  (tools. 

Habeat  fodce  iartarifat<e  drachmas  /ex. 
Continuentur  potio  cretacea  et  pilulce  thebaicce. 

 20th.  Purging  gone — tongue  appears  load- 
ed— headach — pulfe  calm. 

Habeat  infuji  amari  unciam  dimidiam,  qttater 
in  dies. 

Intermittantur  potio  cretacea,  et  pilulce  thebaicce. 

 21ft.    Stools  have  become  frequent,  and  of 

a  natural  appearance,  with  gripes,  and  occafionally 
ficknefs,  and  fpontaneous  vomiting — tongue  white — 
thirfty. 

Habeat  ipecacuanha:  fcrupulum  unum,  pro  etne- 
tico.    Continuetur  infufum  amarum. 

 22d-  Stomach  appears  to  have  been  load- 
ed— gripes  relieved. 


M  2 
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April  23d.  General  uneafinefs  ^nd  pain — tenden- 
cy to  delirium— eyes  are  fuffufed — pulfe  feeble — in- 
different nights. 

Recipe — Vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor., 

AqucE  uncias  quatuor.  Mifce. 

Sumat  unciam  dimidiam,  fubinde  ;  hanjlum  anodynuniy 
vefpere. 

 24th.    Refllefs,  and  more  delirious,  with- 

6ut  particular  complaint.  Eyes  lefs  fuffufed,  but 
heavy — tongue  fomewhat  loaded — pulfe  at  the  wrifl 
hardly  felt — a  natural  ftool  in  the  evening — wine  re- 
lifhed,  and  fome  food  taken. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  duodecim, 

jlquce  uncias  oBo — Sit  tnijlura,  ul  heri  porrigenda. 

 25th.  Has  had  a  quieter  night,  but  conti- 
nues indiftin<a,  with  feeble  pulfe — ^parched  tongue, 
and  involuntary  twitehir  g— no  (tool. 

Habeat  quam  primum  bolum  e  jalapa  turn  mercuriof  et  vcj- 
pere,  ft  opus  Jii^  ad  ahum  dejiciendam,  enema  domejlicum. 
Continuetur  vinum. 

 26th.    A  quiet  night — difpofed  to  fleep  fmce 

morning — countenance  more  florid,  and  of  a  more 
natural  appearance— a  copiouc,  dark-coloured,  and 
fetid  ftool,  after  the  injeftion. 

Repetatur 
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Repetatur  bolus  e  jalapa.^  cum  mercurio  et  enema  domcfticum^  Ji 
fpus  Jit.  ^ 

Repetatur  etiam  vinum. 

April  27th.  One  ftool  by  the  injeclion,  and  ano- 
ther an  hour  after — continues  to  fleep  much — pulfe 
120  ftill  feeble. 

Repetatur  enema  vejpere — continuetur  vinum. 

 28th.    Continues  drowfy  and  indiflinft,  with 

tremor  of  hand,  and  flight  fubfultus  tendinum — 
tongue  loaded — pulfe  feeble — wine  reliflied. 

Imponatur  vcficalorium  capillitio  abrajo. 

Repetatur  bolus  e  jalapa  cum  mercurio  ut  Jupra,  tiecnon  enema 
domejlicum,  Ji  opus  Jit^  vejpere — repetatur  vinum. 

 29th.    A  fetid  and  rather  fcanty  ftool  after 

the  injedion.  A  good  difcharge  by  the  blifter — ap- 
pears Icfs  drowfy  -  has  been  more  diftinft — tremor 
and  fubfultus  at  prefent  gone — tongue  dry  and  lefs 
loaded — pulfe  feeble — wine  ftill  relilhed,  and  little 
food  taken. 

Repetatur  bolus  e  Jalapa  cum  mercurio^  necnon  enrma— conti- 
nuetur vinum. 


 30th.  A  copious,  but  ftill  fetid  and  dark- 
coloured  ftool,  from  the  injedion.    Ifas  paffed  ah 

.M  3  eafy 
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eafy  night — wine  ftill  reiifhed,  and  a  little  more  food 
taken — flight  fubfultus  with  appearance  of  floccitatio. 
In  other  refpefts  as  yefterday — pulfe  feeble. 

Repetatur  bolus  e  jalapa  cum  mercurio,  necnon  enema  Ji  opus  fit 
-—et  continuelur  vinum. 

May  ift.  Two  ftools  after  the  injeftion,  the 
laft  copious,  dark  and  fetid — a  quiet  night — tre- 
mors and  floccitatio  abated — pulfe  80,  and  good 
fl:rehgth. 

Repetatur  vinum.  * 

 2d.  A  good  night,  with  lefs  delirium — tre- 
mor and  floccitatio  gone — pulfe  80. 

Repetatur  vinum. 

 3d.    Febrile  fymptoms  continue  to  abate — 

free  of  complaint — pulfe  calm — belly  rather  flow. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapce  compojiti  fcrupulos  duos. 
Vefpere  enema  domejltcum,  ni  prius  foluta  Jit  alvus — con- 
tinuetur  vimim^ 

— .  6th.  Two  fliools  in  the  courfe  of  yefter- 
day— continues    apparently   convalefcent,    but  is 

greatly 
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greatly  emaciated— tongue  clean— pulfe  calm— i 
proving  appetite. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  o£io. 
■   Aquce  uncias  quatuor. 

May  30th.    Intermittatur  vinum— full  diet. 
June  15th.    Difmiffed  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary,  ^th  051.  1805. 

MARGARET  MANSON,  JKtatis  20. 

Complains  of  headach,  vertigo,  naufea,  and  occa- 
fional  vomiting  ;  pain  of  back,  and  general  pains  ; 
pulfe  108  and  weak  ;  Ikin  hot ;  tongue  very  foul ; 
belly  coftive  ;  complaints  of  two  days  duration,  for 
which  fhe  knows  of  no  caufe. 

Habeat  bolum  jalapce  compojitum  eras  mane, 

October  8th.  Two  full  ftools  of  natural  appear- 
ance ;  headach  continues ;  two  or  three  attacks  of 
vomiting  during  the  night,  none  fmce  morning  j 
ficknefs  relieved  ;  tongue  ftill  much  loaded; 

Repetatur  bolus  jalapa  compojitus  vefpere. 

 9th:    Headach  is  relieved  ;  no  return  of  vo*- 

miting  ;  ficknefs  abated  j  tongue  lefs  loaded  j  furface 
of  natural  heat ;  pulfe  100  and  foft  j  three  copious 
ftools. 

Deco&um  furfuris  ad  libitum. 


Odloher 
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Odoher  10th.    Pulfe  calm;  fkin  cool;  tongue 

clean ;  makes  no  complaint ;  good  night,  with 
returning  appetite. 


15th.  Convalefcent. 

Full  Diet. 
18th,   Difmifled  cured. 
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Royal  hifirmary^  6th  Nov.  1805, 

Margaret  kennedt,  jEtatis  17. 


Complains  of  fevere  headach,  vertigo,  and  naufea, 
with  pain  in  the  fmall  of  her  back  and  general  unea- 
finefs ;  pulfe  100,  and  feeble ;  Ikin  cool ;  tongue 
furred  ;  belly  flow ;  fays  flie  has  been  fubjed  to  fly- 
ing pains  for  fome  weeks,  but  they  have  been  aggra- 
vated for  two  days  with  headach  and  other  fymptoms 
of  genera!  fever. 

Habeat  holum  jalapae  compofitum  eras  mane. 

NoiJ*  7th.  Pain  of  loins  and  other  fymptoms  of 
general  fever  as  defcribed  ;  alternate  attacks  of  chilly 
and  warm  fits  followed  by  fweating ;  by  her  account 
headach  has  morning  remiflionsj  pulfe  about  100 
and  feeble  ;  as  yet  no  ftool. 

Habeat  quam  primumy 
Infufi  fennac, 

Infufi  lini  utriufque  uncias  tres. 

Nov, 


TYPHUS. 

Nov.  8th.  Pain  of  loins  and  headach  continue, 
with  naufea,  and  one  attack  of  fpontaneous  vomiting  ; 
compiains  ftill  of  alternate  rigors  and  hot  fits  ;  pulfe 
about  100,  and  feeble  ;  fkin  cool ;  tongue  moift  ; 
little  thirfl; ;  full  alvine  evacuation  of  a  dark  colour 
and  fetid  fmell ;  a  quiet  night. 

DecoBum  furfuris  ad  libitum. 

Cras  primo  mane  pulveris  jalapae  campofiti  drachmam. 

 9th.   Copious  and  natural  ftool  in  the  courfe 

of  yefterday  j  appetite  good  ;  eafy  night. 

 nth.    DifmifTed  cured. 
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APPENDIX. 
No.  IIL 
CASES  OF  SCARLATINA. 

NARRATIVE  OF  SCARLATINA,  AS  IT  AFFECTED  THE  CHILD- 
REN IN  GEORGE  HERIOT's  HOSPITAL,  IN  AUTUMN,  1S04. 

George  He  riot's  hofpital  is  a  large  building  of 
noble  architeaure,  forming  a  quadrangular  court. 
By  this  conftruftion,  and  by  means  of  crofs  windows 
in  the  different  apartments,  complete  ventilation  is 
procured.  The  houfe  occupies  a  dry  fituation,  on 
the  higheft  part  of  a  ridge  immediately  to  the  fouth 
of  the  city,  and  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  an  inclo- 
fure,  confifting  of  feveral  acres.  .  On  the  fouth 
and  weft,  it  commands  extenfive  views  of  the  coun- 
try ;  thefe  are  more  confined  on  the  north  and  eaft, 
by  the  caftle,  and  by  the  buildings  in  the  old  town, 

from 
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from  both  of  which,  however,  it  is  at  a  confiderable 
diftance. 

Great  attention  to  the  cleanlinefs  and  airynefs  of 
every  part  of  the  hofpital,  is  added  to  thefe  advantages 
of  fituation.  The  diet  of  the  children  is  well  regu- 
lated ;  and  there  is  an  abundant  fupply  of  fpring- 
well  water,  from  the  city's  refervoir,  which  adjoins 
ike  houfe ;  and  the  medical  gentlemen  attached  to 
the  hofpital,  and  afting  imder  the  regulations  of  the 
governors,  put  a  negative  on  the  admiflion  of  any 
child,  who  appears  to  them  to  labour  under  fcro- 
fula. 

Thefe  circumftances  are  fo  favourable  to  the  health 
of  the  inmates  of  this  foundation,  that  I  have  the  fa- 
tisfadtion  to  fay,  that  during  two  and  thirty  years, 
that  I  have  had  the  medical  fuperintendance  of  it,  I 
have  feldom  known  any  ferious  illnefs  prevailing 
among  them. 

The  fons  of  burgelTes,  freemen  of  Edinburgh,  are 
received  into  this  hofpital.  They  are  admitted  when 
between  the  feventh  and  eleventh  year  of  their  age  ; 
and  are  maintained  and  educated  till  they  reach  their 
fourteenth  year.  Their  prefent  number  is  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  and  they,  together  with  the  matron, 

mailers. 
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mafters,  and  donieftics,  form  a  family,  of  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  perfons. 

Towards  the  end  of  September,  1804,  I  vifited 
one  of  the  youngeft  of  the  children,  in  fever.  I 
found  him  labouring  under  fymptoms  of  fcarlatina, 
which  had  been  epidemic  in  the  town,  for  feme 
months.  He  was  moved  immediately  to  the  fick 
room,  and  thus  fecluded  from  his  companions  ;  and 
I  direfted  every  precaution  to  be  employed,  in  wafli- 
ing  and  ventilating  the  apartment  or  ward  which  he 
had  left.  The  whole  of  the  children  were  confined 
within  the  precindls  of  the  hofpital,  left,  through 
communication  with  their  relations  in  town,  they 
might  be  affected  with  the  fever,  and  thus  add  to  the 
accumulation  of  contagion. 

I  was  not,  however,  fortunate  enough,  indeed  I 
did  not  expedl  to  be  fo,  to  make  this  the  folitary  in- 
flance  of  the  difeafe,  in  the  midft  of  fo  numerous  a 
family.  Day  after  day,  my  fick  lift  increafed  ;  and 
during  three  months  that  the  fever  prevailed  in  the 
hofpital,  upwards  of  fifty  of  the  children  pafled 
through  it.  And  I  remarked,  that  by  far  the  great- 
eft  number  of  the  fick  came  from  the  ward  in  which 
my  firft  patient  had  lain. 

About 
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About  the  end  of  the  year,  the  laft  of  my  little 
patients  left  the  fick  room,  which  was  then  fliut,  and 
it  has  fortunately  continued  fo,  to  this  date,  15th  of 
March  1805  ;  and  fome  weeks  have  now  elapfed, 
fince  communication  with  the  town  has  been  open* 

In  all  the  children,  particularly  in  thofe  who  were 
firft  affefted,  the  fymptoms  were  fo  mild,  that  but 
for  my  knowledge  of  the  prevalence  of  the  epide- 
mic in  town,  I  might  have  miftaken  the  difeafe  on 
its  firft  appearance,  and  been  lulled  into  a  blameablc 
fecurity.  The  throat  was  not  much  affefted.  The 
uvala  and  amygdalae  were  (lightly  fwelled  and  in- 
flamed in  every  inftance  ;  in  a  few  cafes,  fuperficial 
fiippuration  and  floughing  appeared.  The  effloref- 
cence  on  the  furface  was  partial,  and  in  general  tran- 
fitory,  leaving  a  peculiar  palenefs  of  countenance. 
The  eye  was  dull  and  heavy.  Sicknefs  and  proftra- 
tion  of  appetite,  continued  throughout  the  difeafe. 
The  thirft  was  moderate  ;  great  debility  prevailed 
in  every  cafe  ;  and  in  fome,  a  peculiar  dejeftion  and 
defpondency,  hardly  to  be  looked  for  in  fubjefts  fo 
young.  The  pulfe  was  variable  ;  always  quick,  till 
towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  when  it  fometimes 
funk  below  the  natural  ftandard  ;  it  was  never  full. 
The  furface  of  the  body  was  occafionally  of  a  pun^ 

gent 
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gent  heat.  Obflinate  conftipation  prevailed  in  ge- 
neral. 

My  patients  were  obje£ls  of  ferious  attention  for 
twelve  or  fourteen  days  ;  the  convalefcent  ftate  of 
almoft  all  of  them,  was  protracted  for  nearly  the 
fame  length  of  time  ;  and  fix  weeks  elapfed  before 
fome  who  entered  the  fick  room,  left  it. 

Such  was  the  appearance,  and  fuch  is  the  hiftory 
of  this  epidemic  in  Heriot's  Hofpital ;  in  conducing 
the  cure  of  which,  I  employed  purgative  medicines 
fully ;  while  food  fuited  to  the  weak  appetite  and 
feeble  powers  of  digeftion,  was  directed. 

The  effed  of  the  purgatives  was  favourable.  The 
feces  were  hard,  generally  of  a  black,  or  greenifh 
colour,  and  fetid  ;  and  fometimes  of  the  colour  and 
confidence  of  clay,  and  lefs  fetid.  In  proportion  to 
the  evacuation  of  thefc  feces,  relief  was  perceptible. 
Returning  appetite  and  vivacity  accompanied  the  de- 
cline and  ceflation  of  the  various  fymptoms. 

As  the  weather  had  become  cold,  and  otherwife 
inclement,  the  children  were  detained  in  the  fick 
room,  for  many  days  after  they  were  perfectly  well ; 
purgatives  were  admmiilered,  as  the  ftate  of  the 

-  bowels 
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bowels  demanded  j  and  the  general  warm  bath  was 
repeatedly  ufed,  on  the  fuppofition,  that,  by  its  re- 
ftoring  a  perfpirable  ftate  of  the  fkin,  it  would,  in 
concert  with  the  purgative  medicines,  tend  to  pre- 
vent dropfical  fwelling,  which,  from  the  fymptoms, 
I  greatly  dreaded. 

At  laft,  healthy  and  robuft,  and  impatient  of  far- 
ther reftraint,  the  convalefcents  were  permitted  to 
return  to  their  particular  wards,  and  in  no  long 
time,  to  mix  with  their  companions  in  fchool,  and  at 
play. 

Happy  I  am,  that  I  had  been  thus  careful  and  pro- 
vident in  ufmg  thefe  precautions  ;  for  I  have  to  re- 
late the  fate  of  three  boys,  who  in  two  or  three 
weeks  from  their  paffing  from  under  my  care,  were 
again  reported  as  unwell,  and  again  appeared  in  the 
fick  room.  Their  fymptoms,  and  their  fate  were 
the  fame.  They  had  a  leucophlegmatic  look,  inci- 
pient anafarca,  total  proftration  of  appetite,  fcanty, 
if  not  fufpended  fecretion  of  urine,  fwelling  of  abdo- 
men, obftinate  conftipation,  naufea,  extreme  debihty, 
and  feeble  pulfe. 

Alarmed  by  thefe  fymptoms,  I  requefted  MelTrs. 
Alexander  and  George  Wood,  furgeons  to  the  hof- 
pital,  to  join  me  in  confultation.    Suitable  cordials 

^  were 
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were  ordered,  and  purgative  medicines,  of  appro- 
priate quality,  and  in  repeated  dofes,  were  direded. 
The  difeafe  in  all  the  three,  proceeded  with  a  rapidi- 
ty, which  afforded  little  farther  opportunity,  for  de- 
liberation  or  adlion.  The  ftomach  gave  way  ;  all 
food,  cordials,  and  medicines,  were  rejected,  by  vo- 
miting. The  watery  effufion  rapidly  filled  the  cel- 
lular membrane,  and  every  cavity.  Within  lefs 
than  thirty-fix  hours,  from  the  recurrence  of  com- 
plaint, the  boys  died,  labouring  under  fymptoms, 
denoting  afcites,  hydrothorax,  and  hydrocephalus. 

This  termination  was  altogether  new  j  I  had  ne- 
ver feen  dropfy  from  fcarlatina  fatal. 

In  confequence  of  this  event,  I  approached  the 
Hofpital  for  many  days,  under  deep  anxiety,  becaufe 
I  was  confcious,  that  other  children  were,  at  the 
time,  in  a  fituation  which  might  lead  to  the  fame  un- 
fortunate ilTue. 

I  continued  to  pay  unceafing  attention  to  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  which  every  day's  experience  proved 
to  be  much  difordered.  Strong  purgatives  were 
given,  in  large  and  repeated  dofes,  fometimes  twice 
and  thrice  in  the  fame  day,  before  the  necelTary  eva- 
cuation was  procured.  In  fome  inftances,  the  co- 
lon, hard,  and  diftended,  could  be  traced  by  the 
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finger,  in  thofe  places  where  it  approaches  the  pa- 
rietes  of  the  abdomen. 

In  two  cafes,  general  fulnefs  of  the  belly,  cedema 
of  the  lower  extremities,  naufea,  retching,  and  fcanty 
fecretion  of  bloody  coloured  urine,  fhewed  them- 
felves.    In  thefe,  ftimulating  glyfters  fupported  and 
promoted  the  efficacy  of  the  purgatives,  and  enfured 
a  determination  downwards  ;  without  which,  I  am 
fatisfied,  I  fhould  have  had  to  regret  the  lofs  of  two 
other  boys ;  one  of  whom  had  taken,  within  the 
fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  a  drachm  of  the  mafs  of 
the  aloetic  pill,  and  thirty  grains  of  the  fubmuriate 
of  mercury.    The  other,  when  danger  was  over, 
was  much  diftreffed,  by  affeaion  of  the  mouth,  and 
bloody  ptyalifm,  the  confequence  of  the  quantity  of 
calomel  previoufly  given. 

For  greater  fecurity,  an  additional  apartment  was 
opened  for  convalefcents.  Here,  they  were  fedu- 
loufly  watched  ;  purgative  medicines  were  occafion- 
ally  employed,  to  fecure  and  eftabliOi  a  regular  ftate 
of  the  belly ;  and  returning  appetite  was  fatisfied 
with  light  and  nourilhing  food. 

I  always  infpeaed  the  alvine  difcharge  of  the  fick  ; 
the  quantity  of  which,  varying  in  confidence,  colour, 

N2  and 
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and  fetor,  daily  evacuated  during  the  fever  by  each 
boy,  was  aflonifhing  to  me. 

An  emetic  was  given  occafionally,  but  not  gene- 
rally,  on  the  approach  of  the  fever  ;  and  towards  its 
decline,  a  moderate  quantity  of  wine  was  allowed. 
This  feemed  to  be  necelTary,  in  a  few  inftances  j  but 
to  avoid  the  appearance  of  partiality,  the  practice  of 
giving  it  was  general.  Gargles,  compofed  of  port 
wine,  diluted  with  water,  or  of  vinegar  and  water, 
fweetened  with  honey  or  fugar,  were  alfo  employed 
in  a  few  cafes;  as  were  faline  and  diaphoretic  mix- 
tures. At  length,  under  this  management,  care  and 
anxiety  on  the  prefent  occafion  came  to  a  period. 
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Koyal  Infirmary^  Nov,  I'jth  1804. 
JAMES  RITCHIE,  Soldier,  JEtath  19. 

Feels  great  pain  and  difficulty  of  deglutition,  the 
internal  fauces  being  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and 
the  tonfils  confiderably  fwelled,  with  a  large  greyifh 
coloured  flough  occupying  the  left  one  :  complains 
of  headach,  general  oppreffion  and  debility.  Appe- 
tite is  bad — pulfe  100 — fkin  very  hot — tongue  very 
dry — thirfty — belly  flow. — He  was  attacked  with 
thefe  fymptoms  four  days  ago,  and  can  aflign  no 
caufe  for  his  complaints. 

Has  ufed  no  remedies. 

Habeat  bolum  e  jalafya  cum  mcrcurio. 

Recipe — ^ciJi  muriatici  oxygenati  drachmas  duas, 

y^quee  fontance  uncias  fedecim.    Sit  miflura  in  loco 

tenchrofo  fervanda,  cujus  ftimat  unciam  unam  e  cya- 

tho  vitreo ,  fccunda  quaque  bora. 

Nov.  18th.    Headach,  ficknefs,  and  oppreflion  are 
relieved — tongue  lefs  parched — furface  lefs  pungently 
hot — pulfe  about  100,  rather  feeble — ftate  of  inter-  , 
nal  fauces  as  defcribed,  with  difficult  deglutition — 
countenance  pale — no  ftool. 

3  Recipt 


APPENDIX,  NO.  in. 

Redpe—Tin&urceja/apce  drachmas  fex, 

j^qua  canellce  albce  drachmas  duas, 

Sacchari  drach?nam  unam. 
Sit  hauflus  quam  primum  fumendus. 
Oleum  ammoniatum  cumpanno  laneo  faucibus  externis. 
Continuetur  acidum  muriaticttm  oxygenatum. 

Nov.  20th.  One  eafy  ftool— fkin  cool— pulfe  calm 
— countenance  lefs  pale — deglutition  more  free. 

Repetatur  haujlus  e  tinBura  jalapee. 
Continuetur  acidum  muriaticum  oxygenatum. 

 24th.    Affedlion  of  internal  fauces,  and  fe- 


brile  fymptoms  gone — appetite  improves. 
 25th.    Tongue  clean — ^belly  regular. 

Intermittatur  acidum  muriaticum  oxygenatum. 

 29th.   Continues  feeble — countenance  pale^ 

and  exprellive  of  languor. 

Haheat  7nifturcE  corticis  cinchoncs  aromaticce  unciam  unam,  tertia 
quaque  bora. 

Full  diet. 


Bee.  3d.  Since  yeflerday,  confiderable  oedema 
has  occurred.  By  account,  urine  has  been  in  na- 
tural quantity,  and  bowels  regular — ^pulfe  about  70. 

Habeat  quam  primum  bolum  e  jalapa  cum  mercurio,  vefpere  re- 
petendum  ;  necnon  eras  prima  mane,  niprius  foluta  Jit  alvus. 
Intermittatur  mijlura  cinchonce. 

Bee. 
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Dec.  4th.    Three  ftools ;  the  laft  of  natural  ap- 
pearance— oedema  abated. 
Two  boluffes  taken. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  bolus  e  jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

'  No  ftool. 

 ^th.    Recipe^  Sodce  tartarifatce  unciam  unaniy 

Infufi fenncE  uncias  duas, 

DecoBi furfuris  libram  unam. 
Sit folulio  partitis  vicibus  fumenda. 

.  ,  6th.    Five  watery  ftools — oedema  continues, 

rather  aggravated,  with  confiderable  dyfpnoea,  par- 
ticularly during  laft  night — pulfe  60,  and  foft. 

Recipe— Sitbmun'aiis  hydrargyri  grana  duodccim^ 
Pulveris  jalapa:  drachmam  dimidiatft, 

Simul  terantur  et  dividantur  in  dofes  quatuor  eequales.  Sumat 
unam  omni  trihorio. 

 7th.    Has  had  plentiful  alvine  difcharge,  of 

natural  appearance — urine  is  alfo  natural  and  abun- 
dant— oedema  feems  abated,  and  dyfpnoea  relieved — 
the  powders  taken — mouth  not  aft'eded. 

Repetantur  pulveresy  ut  heri  prcefcriptit  cras  mane. 

 8th.    Has  had  two  ftools,  rather  fcanty — 

dyfpnoea  ftill  rather  relieved — one  powder  only  ta- 
ken. 

N  4  Continuentur 
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Continuentur  puheres,  unus  ontni  triborio  JumenduL 
Recipe— Sodce  tartanfaUe  drachmas  f ex, 

Inft/fi  fennce  uncias  duas, 

-^qtiee  fontanx  libram. 
Sit  mijlura  tribus  vicibus  fumenda,  eras  mane. 

Dec.  9th.  Three  powders  taken— four  {tools— 
but  the  alvine  difcharge  on  the  whole  fcanty,  of  a 
green  colour,  and  fetid-urine  fcanty,  of  a  dark  and 
almoft  bloody  colour-cedema  continues-breathjng 
eafy— mouth  is  afFefted. 

Repetatur  folutio  fodce  tartarifat.  ut  heri  prefcripta,  quam 
primumi  eras  mane  iterum  repetenda. 

"  •  10th.  Sicknefs  and  vomiting  after  the  laft 
dofe  of  folution  this  morning— alvine  difcharge  more 
abundant  and  natural— urine  alfo  in  greater  quantity 
and  more  natural— oedema  abated. 

Juris  bovini  libram  unam,  indies. 

Bafon  of  tea  to  breakfafl. 


11th.    (Edema  ftill  more  abated— feculent 


difcharge,  of  natural  quantity  and  appearance. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  duas,  omni  mane  et  vefpere. 
Vini  rubri  uncias  oBo^  indies. 


13th.    Belly  regular— oedema  gone,  and 


countenance  more  lively  than  hitherto. 

Continuentuv 
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Coniinuetitur  vinum  et  pilula  aloeticd. 

Dec.  1 6th.  Has  had  two  ftools  daily,  in  abun- 
dant quantity,  and  of  natural  appearance. 

Sumat  pilulas  aloeticas  duas  tantum  indies. 

 24th.    Difmiffed  cured. 


Royal 
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Royal  hifirmary^  Feb.  wth  1805. 
WILLIAM  GORDON,  Mtath  22. 

Complains  of  pain  of  throat,  with  fome  difficuhy 
of  deglutition — the  internal  fauces  are  of  a  deep  red 
colour — general  rednefs  of  furface — frequent  fcanty 
ftools,  with  tenefmus — lofs  of  appetite — pulfe  98 — 
tongue  loaded — thirfty — fkin  warm. 

Was  attacked  three  days  ago  with  general  pains. 
The  efflorefcence  appeared  yefterday. 

Has  ufed  no  remedies. 

Habeat  tartriiis  foda  et  potaffk  drachmas  fexy 
Infuft  fenna  uncias  duas. 

Ex  infuji  lint  unciis  fex,  duahus  vicibus  fumendas. 

—  12th.  Has  had  feveral  ftools — efflorefcence 
faded — internal  fauces  relieved — pulfe  calm — tongue 
loaded — much  thirft  and  languor. 

Vejpere  habeat  haujlum  anodynum, 

Cras  mane  foluttonem  catharticatn,  ut  heri prefcriptam, 

DecoSium  furfuris  iepidum,  ad  libitum. 


13th.    Tongue  cleaner — afebrile  fymptoms 

and 
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^nd  eruption  gone — a  good  night — is  lefs  languid — 
pulfe  calm — four  ftpols. 

Vefpere  repctatur  haujlus  anodynus, 

Feb.  14th.  A  quiet  night — two  ftgols  of  natural 
appearance — free  of  complaint. 

Repetatur  haujlus  anodynus. 

Habeat  omni  mane  puheris  radicis  rhei  grana  oBo, 

 15th.    One  ftool.  Convalefcent. 

Repetatur  haujlus  anodynus. 

 17th.    Belly  regular — ftools  natural. 

Full  diet. 

 •  23d.    Belly  open — tongue  loaded. 

Habeat  ipecacuanha  fcrupulum  unum,  vejpere. 
Haujlum  anodynum,  hora  Jornni. 

 24th.  No  vomiting — tongue  clean — purg- 
ing gone. 

 •  28th.    Difmiffed  cured. 


Royal 
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^oyal  InJirmary^Jan  6th  1805. 

ALEXANDER  CORNER,  JEtatls  7. 

Complains  of  almofl  conftant  headach,  and  occa- 
fional  vertigo — pain  of  abdomen,  \vith  fome  tenfion 
and  fwelling — the  pupils  appear  dilated — difturbed 
fleep,  from  which  he  fometimes  awakes  with  a  loud 
fcream — lofs  of  appetite- — feeblenefs — pulfe  90 — Ikin 
rather  hot— tongue  moift — thirfty— belly  coftive — 
he  has  a  flight  excoriation  on  each  haunch,  from  ly- 
ing on  them  long. 

The  above  fymptoms  have  been  prefent  three 
weeks,  and  fucceeded  a  fever  which  was  accompa- 
nied with  general  efflorefcence  of  furface  and  fore 
throat,  followed  by  defquamation  of  the  cuticle :  du- 
ring the  fever  he  took  an  emetic. 

Two  days  ago  he  took  a  dofe  of  fenna  and  manna, 
but  with  little  effe£t. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalape  grana  fex. 

Submuriatis  hyd7-argyri  grana  trta. 
Sit  bolus  qtiam  primum  fimendus. 


Jan,  7th.    As  yet  no  ftool. 


Inj'iciantW 
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Injiciantur  quam  primunt  per  anum,  enematis  domejlict  unci* 
oBo. 

Habeat  holos  quatuor,  tit  heri  prxfcriptos ;  fumat  unum  omni 
trihorio. 

Jan.  8th.  Three  ftools,  dark  and  fetid— and  in 
confiderable  quantity  ;  the  firft,  after  the  injeftion  ; 
the  fecond,  after  the  third  bolus;  the  third,  this 
morning,  the  fourth  bolus  being  previoufly  given — 
has  paffed  a  bad  night,  awaking  fuddenly,  fcream- 
ing,  from  fhort  fleeps,  but  complains  lefs  of  hcadach, 
and  more  of  pain  of  abdomen — pupils  feem  to  pof- 
fefs  more  contraftility — appetite  indifferent — pulfe 
80,  and  foft. 

.  9th.    An  eafier  night,  fleep  being  of  longer 

continuance,  he  awakes  lefs  fuddenly,  and  without 
fcreaming — by  his  account,  is  free  of  headach,  but 
complains  of  pain  of  abdomen — countenance  at  pre- 
fent  pale — pulfe  towards  100,  and  feeble — a  fetid, 
<  fluid,  and  dark  coloured  ftool — urine  in  fmall  quan- 
tity, and  high  coloured — little  food  taken. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalape  compojiti fcrupuliim  unum  quam  prlmum  ^ 
eras  primo  mane  repetendum. 

A  fmall  bafon  of  tea,  morning  and  evening. 


4 
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J^in.  10th.  Countenance  more  florid,  and  ex- 
preffion  more  lively-pain  of  abdomen  gone-tongue 
clean-pulfe  calm-furface  cool-two  ftools,  both 
abundant,  and  of  more  natural  appearance  and 
odour-fome  food  taken,  and  feemingly  reliflied- 
both  powders  given— a  good  night. 

Repetatw  pulvis,  ut  heri prafcriptus . 

 1 1th.    Free  and  full  feculent  difcharge,  and 

he  continues  free  of  complaint. 

Habeat  fecum  puheres  jalap<s  compofttos,  ut  fupra  pr^cHpios, 
duodecim. 

Signa,  one  to  be  taken  daily. 
DifmilTed  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary^  J^^>  14^^  1805. 
CATHARINE  STEWART,  ^tatis  18. 

Complains  of  pain  of  back  and  of  loins — occafion- 
al  headach — vertigo,  with  uneafmefs  and  fenfe  of 
weight  at  the  epigaftrium,  increafed  on  preflure,  and 
after  taking  food — pain  and  weaknefs  of  knee  joints 
— ftrength  is  impaired — pulfe  84 — Ikin  cool — tongue 
rather  white — belly  flow — catamenia  have  not  appear- 
ed for  three  months,  at  which  time  they  were  fud- 
denly  fupprefled  by  expofure  to  cold. 

Habeat  bolum  jalape  compojilum. 

  15th.    One  ftool,  rather  fcanty,  fluid,  and 

of  natural  appearance — fymptoms  not  relieved. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  oBo, 

Sumat  duas  quatn  primum  ;  et  deinde,  duas  omni  trthorio.  Cras 
mane  infujt  fenndt  uncias  duas,  ex  infuji  lini  unciis  oBo. 

  16th.  Copious  feculent  difcharge — head- 
ach, vertigo,  and  fliomachic  diftrefs  relieved— pain 
of  loins  continues— remarks  a  fwelling  and  fulnefs 
of  face— about  four  months  fmce,  laboured  under 
fever,  which,  by  her  account,  feems  to  have  been 
fcarlatina  anginofa ;  fmce  when  flie  has  never  fully 
recovered  her  ufual  health. 

Recipe 
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Recipe—Sulphatis  magnefia  drachmas  Ires, 

Superlartritis poiajfa:  drachmam, 

Itifufi  fenna  uticiam, 

Infuji  lini  uncias  oBo. 
Sitfolutio  omnimane  duabus  vicibusfumenda. 

Full  diet. 

Jan.  1 8th.  A  copious  alvine  difcharge,  of  greeii- 
ilh  colour—headach  continues  relieved— pain  of  loins 
eafier— ftomachic  diftrefs  relieved— fulnefs  of  fea- 
tures continues. 

Continuetur  folutio  fulphatis  magnejia. 

 20.    A  copious  and  to  appearance  a  natural 

ftool — pain  of  loins  is  relieved— complains  ftill  of 
headach — fulnefs  of  features  gone — urine  abundant 
— pulfe  calm. 

Continuetur  adhuc  Julphas  magnejia. 

 22d.    Headach  and  pain  of  loins  are  gone 

— alvine  difcharge  has  been  regular  and  full. 

Recipe — Sulphatis  magnejia  uncias  tres, 

Supertartritis  potajpz  drachmas  /ex. 
Mifce,  et  divide  in  dofes  oBo  xquales, 

Signentur — Laxative  powders,  one  to  be  taken  dif- 
folved  in  vs^ater  once  a  day,  or  every  two  days. 
DifmilTed  cured. 
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CASES  OF  MARASMUS. 

Royal  Injirmary^  Dec,  i(^th  1804* 

MALCOLM  MORRISON,  JEtalis  ^. 

Complains  of  pain  of  the  right  fide,  near  the 
falfe  ribs,  attended  by  a  dry  hard  cough,  pain  of 
forehead,  and  lofs  of  appetite — pupils  appear  dilated. 
By  account,  awakes  frequently  during  the  night 
with  a  fcream — ^is  frequently  obferved  to  pick  hia 
nofe — feces  of  a  gray  colour,  and  clayey  confiftence 
— urine  turbid  and  fcanty — countenance  fallow — • 
{kin  hot— pulfe  120,  and  Weak— complaints  are,  by 
account,  of  three  weeks  flanding — has  ufed  no  re- 
medies. 
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Recipe — Suhviuriatis  bydfargyri  grana  deccrtu, 
Sacchari  drachmam  dimidiatn, 
Tere  intinie  et  divide  in  dofes  quatuor, 
Siimat  unam  quaque  bora. 
Jufculi  bovini  libram  unam,  indies. 

Dec.  30th.  Two  ftools,  of  the  appearance  of  that 
defcribed — general  fuhiefs  of  abdomen — no  hard- 
nefs  obferved  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  preflure 
on  which  does  noC  feem  to  give  pain — fome  food 
taken. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  grana  iria, 
Saccbari, 

^alapa,Jinguloriem  grana  fex^ 
Sit  pulvts  eras  mane  fumendus. 


 Sift.    As  yet  no  ftool. 

5'/  opus  fit  ifijicialur  enema  dolttejlicum  vefpere,  et.  eras  repetatuf 
puhis  fuhmuriatis  bydrargyri. 


I 


Jan.  1  ft.  .  Copious  alvinc  difcharge,  in  all  refpefts 
fimiiar  to  former  oiies.  Confiderable  fulnefs  of  ab- 
domen continues,  but  pain  of  right  hypochondrium 
and  fallownefs  gone — injedlion  not  given. 

Cras  mane  r'epetatur  puhis  e  fuhmuriate  bydrargyri,  cum  jalapa. 


2d.    A  pretty  copious  clay  coloured,  and 


feUd  ftool— food  taken. 

Repetatur  cras  mane  puhis,  ut  heri prefcriptus. 


I 
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Jan.  Sd.  Spontaneous  vomiting  this  morning 
of  the  contents  of  the  ftomach.  Fetid  and  clay  co- 
loured, but  more  feanty  alvine  evacuation — indiffer- 
ent nights. 

Recipe — TinBura  jalapa, 

Syitupi fadchari,  uiriufque  drachmas  duas. 
Sit  haujius  mane  et  mefpcre  fumendus. 

Haujiui  vefpertinot  injlillentur  tinBurt  thebaica  gutta  decern. 
,      Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  tres  indies, 

 4th.    Has  pafTed  an  eafier  night,  and  is  now 

afleep — no  vomiting — no  flool. 

Habeat  haujlum  e  tinBura  jalapts  mane,  meridie,  et  vefpere,  cum 
laudano  in  havjlu  vafpertino^  ut  heri prefer iptum. 

 5th.  A  copious  dark  coloured  ftool — no  re- 
turn of  vomiting — a  good  night — appetite  indifferent 
— but  he  appears  to  have  gained,  in  point  of  ftrength. 

Continuentur  hauftus  ut  beri prefcripti,  necnon  vinum  ct  jufculutn 
bovinum. 

 6th.    No  ftool.       *  ■ 

Recipe — Carbonatis  ma^nejie  fcrupulum  unum^ 

Supertartritis  potajfa, 

Sacchari,  utriufque  grana  decern. 
Sit  fiu/vis,  omni  mane  fumendus. 
Continuentur  hauflus  cum  tinBura  jalaps. 

O  2  Jan, 
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Jan.  7th,  Has  had  a  copious  alvine  difcharge, 
of  a  clayifli  colour  and  confiftence — abdomen  con- 
tinues prominent  and  fomewhat  tenfe. 

Contimentur  medicamenta. 

 9th.  Copious  and  dark  coloured  alvine  dif- 
charge continues — that  fmce  yefterday  more  watery 
and  fluid  than  hitherto — abdomen  lefs  prominent  and 
lefs  tenfe — pulfe  100,  and  feeble — ^appetite  for  food 
has  declined » 

Habeat  vini  rubri. 
Aqua,  utriufque  uncias  tres  in  dies. 
Continuetur  pulvis  carbonatis  magnejitt,  et  fupertartritis  potajpt 
.—inlermijfo  haujlu  e  tiiiBura  jalapa. 

-r- —  10th.  Two  ftools,  both  fcanty,  but  of  more 
natural  appearance  than  hitherto,  and  lefs  fetid — 

 confiderable  fulnefs  of  abdomen,  without  pain — 

wine  relifhed — appetite  variable — pulfe  quick  and 
feeble. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  grana  duo^ 

Pulveris  jalapxt 

Sacchari,  utriufque  grana  fex. 
Sit  pulvis,  vefpere  fumendus. 

Continuetur  pulvis  e  carbonate  magnejix,  necnon  vinum. 


Jan. 
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Jan.  11th.  Fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues,  with 
pain,  particularly  during  night,  which  prevents  lleep 
— copious  alvine  difcharge,  partly  fluid,  and  partly 
confident. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloelicas  oBo  ;  fumat  duas  omni  iriborio. 
Recipe — TinBura  jalapa  draclmias  tres^ 

Syrupi  drachmam  unam, 

Aqu£  uncias  duas. 
Sit  haujlus  eras  primo  mane  fumendus. 
Continuetur  vinum. 
.  hitermittatur  pulvis  e  carbonate  magnefi, 

 .  12th.    Four  copious  fluid  ftools  of  more 

natural  appearance,  but  fl:ill  very  fetid — fulnefs  of 
abdomen  diminiftied — pain  {lill  continues,  prevent- 
ing fleep  during  the  night — pills  reje£ted  by  vomit- 
ing— pulfe  rather  quick. 

Repetalur  haujlus  e  tinBura  jalapa,  eras  mane. 
Continuetur  vinum, 

 ■  13th.    Spontaneous  vomiting  of  contents  of 

fl:omach  this  morning,  after  breakfaft — one  fetid 
ftool,  natural,  and  in  moderate  quantity — diftenfion 
arid  pain  of  abdomen,  preventing  fleep,  ftill  continue 
. — pulfe  feeble. 

Recipe — Maqnejia  ufta  drachmam  unamy 

Mucilaginis  gummi  arabici  unciam  dimidiam, 
Spiritus  lavenduU  compqfiti  drachmas  duas, 
TmBura:  tbebaica  guttas  viginti, 
jSqUdi,  uncias  tres.  Mifce. 

o  3  Sumot 
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Sumat  hi.jufce  miftur^  agUaU  unciam  dimidiamjecunda  quaque 
bora. 

Ob/mntur  abdomen  linimenli  anodyni  fiauxilh,  ter  vel  quater 
tndiesy  et  clrcumdetur  panno  laneo. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor  indies. 

 14th.    Has  had  a  pretty  copious  fluid  and 

feculent  alvine  difcharge,  accompanied  with  much 
flatus— paffed  a  bad  night,  Iput  pain  of  abdomen,  and 
accompanying  tenfion,  for  the  prefent,  are  fubfided 
—has  nearly  declined  ail  nouriAment-tbe  wine  has 
been  taken  with  reluftance— mixture  fpanqgly  given, 
on  account  of  its  exciting  retching^ 

Pulfe  quick,  but  firmer. 

Recipe—Soluiionis  ajfafehda  unciam  unam, 

AquiB,  uncias  quinque. 
Sit  miflura,  opefjiula  armau,  per  anum  injic'ienda, 
Continuentur  alia  ut  heri. 

January  15th.  Injeftion,  after  being  retained  for 
fome  time,  was  returned,  accompanied  with  much 
flatus  and  feculent  evacuation.  This  laft,  fmce  yef- 
terday,  has  been  copious,  nearly  of  natural  appear- 
ance, but  containing  fomewhat,  refembjing  fcybala  j 
food  has  been  taken  j  wme  reliflied,  and  mixture 
ufed  J  complains  lefs  of  pain  of  abdomen,  fwelling, 
and  tenfion  of  which  are  abated. 

Repetatur  enema  e  folutione  affaefeiidae. 
Continuentur  alia. 

yatiuary 
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Jafuiayy  l-eth.  Injeaion  i-etamod  till  the  morning  ; 
difchafg€  of  iatuis  and  fecOleift  ' evacuation  has  been 
kfs  abundant,  Imt  tenfi<Mi  and  pain  of  abdomen,  con- 
tinue relieved  ;  food,  wine,  and  mixture,  taken, 

Continuenlur  vinum  et  mijlura  e  magnefia. 

A  little  beef  flake  to  dinner. 

 17th.  Three  ftoots,  copious,  and  of  clay- 
colour  ;  belly  rather  tenfe  ;  a  good  night ;  appetite 

continues  to  improve. 

Continuentur  vinum  et  mijlura  'I magnefia. 

'\  'M'r  '\u  l>h:il  -r.' 

 ^  1 8th.    Cc^ibtil  Fectlient  difcharge,  refem- 

bling  that  which  has  been  voided  for  fome  days  pitft  ; 
belly  lefs  tenfe,  and  lefs  pained  ;  much  flatus  has  beeti 
voided;  appetite  and  llrength  are  improved,  and 
looks  are  more  lively  ;  injeftion  has  not  been  given. 

Omijfo  enema te,  continuentur  alia. 

 20th.   Daily  and  copious  alvine  difcharge, 

partly  fluid,  and  partly  cofl:ive  as  formerly,  fomewhat 
refembling  fcybala,  but  now  of  more  natural  appear- 
ance and  odour  ;  pain  and  tenfion  of  abdomen  con- 
tinue to  abate  ;  and  ftrength  to  improve. 
Continuentur  medicamenta. 

...         2 1  ft.    Continuetur  vinutn^  necnon  mijlura  e  viagne- 
Jia,  cujus  fumat  dimidium  tantum  indies. 


o  4  "January 
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January  24th,  Belly  continues  regular  j  ftools, 
except  being  fomewhat  of  a  whitifli  colour,  natural ; 
fome  fulnefs  of  abdomen  remains,  but  pain  is  gone ; 
quiet  nights ;  appetite  good  j  is  become  more  active', 
9nd  more  lively. 


ermittalur  vtnum. 


28th.    Has  continued  convalefcent. 


Uahect  pulveris  jqlapae  compofiti  unciam  mam,  in  dofes  fedecim 
^ividendam. 

Signa,  one  to  be  taken  once  or  twice  a  day,  fo  as 
tp  preferve  a  regular  ftate  of  the  bowels ;  warmth 
of  furface  and  nourifhing  food,  recommended, 

PifmifTed  cured. 
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lR.oyal  Injirmary,  i^th  yan.  1806. 

ALICIA  CASSIDT,  JEtath  7. 

Complains  of  a  conftant  and  frequently  fevere 
pain  about  the  umbilicus,  and  of  occafionally  feverc 
headach  ;  fhe  is  obferved  to  pick  her  nofe  much,  and 
to  ftart  in  her  lleep,  fcreaming  violently  ;  her  abdo- 
men is  full  and  prominent ;  pulfe  quick  and  fmall ; 
tongue  loaded  ;  belly  very  irregular  ;  appetite  vora- 
cious ;  her  countenance  is  pale  and  languid,  and  fhe 
is  faid  to  have  been  falling  off  in  refpedt  of  flefh  and 
(Irength  for  the  lall  eighteen  months. 

yanuary  19th.    Recife — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  gratia  duo- 
decim, 
Puheris  jalnficr^ 
Sacchari  aa  femi  drachmam. 
fillfce  ct  divide  in  dojes  oSo,  quorum  fumat  unc'iam 
tnane  et  vefpere. 

...         20th.    Plentiful  alvine  evacuation,  partly 
fluid,  partly  confiftent,  and  of  a  whitifli  clay  colour. 
Continuentur  pulveres  ut  bcri  praefcripti. 
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January  2lft.  Has  had  copious,  partly  fluid,  and 
partly  confiftent,  dark  coloured  alvine  evacuation. 

Sitmat  piiheres  ut  fiipra  praefcriptos  ter  indies. 

'  22d.    Alvine  evacuation  is  fcanty,  confift- 

ing  chiefly  of  dark  coloured  fcybala. 

Continue.'ur  fuhmurias  hydrargyria  et  eras  prima  mane  fumat 

duahus  vicibusy 
Infiifi  fennce  uncias  quatuor. 

 24th.  Alvine  evacuation  of  yefl:erday  co- 
pious, partly  of  a  clayifh .  confi/lence,  and  partly 
fluid  with  fcybala  J  the  feces  are  fetid. 

Sera  nocle  haheat  bolum  jalapce,  cotnpojitum,  cum  fubmuriatis 
bydrargyri  granis  fex,  et 

Cras  primo  mane  infuji  fennae  uncias  ires  duahus  vicibus. 
Intermittantur  pulveres  e  Jhbmuriate  hydrargyri. 

,j,»_p>_  25th.  Spontaneous  vomiting  fome  hours 
after  taking  the  bolus  j  feveral  flools  fmce  morning, 
confiftent,  of  more  natural  appearance  and  fmell ; 
ftarting,  fcreaming  under  night,  picking  of  the  nofe, 
with  pale  look  and  wafted  appearance  continue  ; 
complains  lefs  of  gripes,  and  of  headach ;  and  appe- 
tite is  lefs  voracious ;  abdomen  lefs  full  and  tenfe ; 
pulfe  firm  ;  tongue  clean. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  tres,  et 
Juris  bovilis  libram  indies. 

Omni  mane  pulveris  jalapce  cowpofiti  fcrupulos  duos, 

January 
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January  26th.  Alvine  evacuation  pretty  copious, 
ibmewhat  fcybalous,  but  of  inore  natural  appearance 
snd  lefs  fetid. 

Continuentur  pulvis  jaltkpce  compojitiis^ 
Vinitm  et 
Jus  bovile. 


27th,    Alvine  evacuation  fufficiently  a- 


jjundant ;  fluid,  without  fcybala,  or  unufual  fetor. 


28th.    Has  eafy  nights  without  fcreaming 


or  ftarting  ;  fulnefs  of  abdomen  gone  ;  is  lefs  dif- 
pofed  to  pick  the  nofe  ;  countenance  clear  ;  e)-es 
lively  ;  appetite  natural ;  belly  regular ;  (he  is  be- 
come playful  and  a£live. 

Intermittantur  pulvis  jalopce  compojitus,  et  vinum. 

SOth.    Free  of  complaint,  but  belly  is  ra^ 


ther  flow,  and  feces  confiflient  and  of  a  white  colour. 

Recipe  '-SMbmttriatis  hydfargyri, 

Sacchari  utriufque  grana  tn'a^ 
t  5"//  ptthis  omit  noEle  fuviendus. 

Recipe — hifuji  fetmcc^ 

Infuji  lint  utriufque  unciam, 
Succi/piffhti  g/ycyrrhizae,  drachmarn  dimidiam 
Sit  mijlura,  omnimane  fumenda. 


yanuary 
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.  January  31  Alvine  evacuation  has  been  more 
than  ufually  copious ;  it  i.  lumpy  and  of  a  whitifh 
colour,  without  fetor ;  her  looks  continue  to  im- 
prove  in  refpeft  of  colour  and  livelinefs  of  counte- 
nance ;  eafy  nights. 

Continuentur  infufum  fennae  et  pulvis. 

February  ift.  Alvine  evacuation  lefs  abundant 
than  that  of  yefterday ;  it  is  ftill  lumpy,  but  of  a 
natural  colour. 

Repetantur  fubtnurias  hydrargyri  et  infufum  fennae. 

 2d.    Feces  in  refpe<a  of  quantity  and  ap- 

pearance  correfpond  with  the  description  of  yefter- 
day. 

Repetantur  medicamenta. 


 3d.    Full  alvine  evacuation  of  the  con- 

fiftence  and  appearance  laft  defcribed  j  Ihe  continues 
free  of  complaint, 

Habeat  pulveris  radicis  jalapae,  unciam  in  dofes  viginti 
quatuor  divifam. 

Signa^  laxative  powders  ;  one  occafionally,  fo  as  a 
regular  alvine  evacuation  is  procured. 

DifmiiTed  cured. 
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TRADES  MAIDEN  HOSPITAL, 
September  25th,  1S05. 

About  the  middle  of  Auguft  lafi:,  Euphemia 
Winter,  one  of  the  children  entertained  in  this  Hof- 
pital,  twelve  years  of  age,  complained  of  fevere 
headach,  ficknefs,  and  conftant  vomiting  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  ftomach.  Mr  Wood,  furgeon  of  the 
Hofpital,  alked  me  to  vifit  her,  which  I  did  a  few 
days  after  the  appearance  of  the  above  fymptoms. 
She  was  confined  to  bed.  She  appeared  to  be  lan- 
guid ;  her  eyes  were  heavy,  but  fhe  was  ftrongly 
fufceptible  of  the  impreflion  of  light,  which  gave 
her  much  uneafmefs  \  her  pulfe  was  feeble.  With 
thefe  fhe  laboured  under  proftration  of  appetite,  want 
of  fleep,  and  obftinate  colli venefs. 

She  had  been  taking  pills  of  calomel  and  rhubarb, 
with  little  efFe£t  on  her  bowels;  but  her  mouth 
became  fore,  and  her  breath  acquired  the  mercurial 
fetor. 

We  were  not  without  apprehenfions  for  the  event 
of  thefe  fymptoms,  which  feemed  to  us  to  indicate 
approaching  hydrocephalus.  We  put  our  patient 
on  a  courfe  of  aloetic  pills,  of  which  ten  grains  were 

frequently 
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frequently  given  for  feveral  days  together,  and  the 
calomel  was  omitted.  The  alvine  difcharge  became 
more  copious  ;  it  was  peculiarly  fetid,  and  of  a  dark 
green  colour.  The  propenfity  to  vomit  having  fub- 
fided ;  powder  of  jalap  in  dofes  of  fifteen  grains,  re- 
peated at  fhort  intervals,  was  fubftituted  for  the  aloe- 
tic  pills. 

Under  this  courfe,  the  belly  became  more  and 
more  regular  ;  till  at  laft  natural  motions  were  pro- 
cured ;  and  the  different  complaints  gradually  abat- 
ed. In  four  weeks  from  the  firft  attack,  this  girl, 
furniftied  with  proper  purgative  medicines,  went  to 
the  country,  for  the  complete  re-eftablifhment  of 
her  health. 
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ST.  Andrew's  s<3u ARE j 
September  ISth,  1805. 

iVlY  DEAR  SIR, 

I  fhall  be  happy  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  cafe 
of  my  daughter,  whom  you,  and  Mr  Benjamin  Bell 
did  me  the  favour  to  attend,  in  fummer  1803.  The 
child  was  then  about  three  years  old,  and  had  been 
falling  off  in  her  health,  fome  time  before  you  faw 
her.    She  was  then  pale  and  languid,  with  a  quick 
pulfe,  loaded  tongue,  and  impaired  appetite.  But 
as  llie  was  reported  to  have  had  regular  and  daily 
evacuation  of  her  bowels,  none  of  thefe  fymptoms 
^ere  afcribed  to  coftivenefs.    Soon  after  you  began 
to  vifit,  however,  you  fufpe£led  an  accumulation  of 
feces,  to  be  the  chief  of  her  complaint,  and  wiflied 
to  treat  the  cafe,  according  to  this  view.    But,  not- 
withftanding  every  proper  remedy  was  employed 
without  lofs  of  time,  fhe  got  gradually  worfe  for 
fome  days ;  till  at  laft  fhe  fhowed  fome  tendency  to 
ftupor,  accompanied  with  pain  in  her  head,  and 
throbbing  of  her  temples.    The  prefence  of  thefe 
fymptoms  fuggefted  a  fufpicion  of  an  incipient  attack 
of  hydrocephalus,  which  made  fo  ftrong  an  impref- 

fion 
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fion  upon  the  attendants,  that  leeches  were  applied 
to  the  head,  and  the  blood  difcharged,  produced 
fome  temporary  relief.     Notwithftanding  all  thefe 
variations  in  the  fymptoms,  however,  you  ftill  con- 
tinued  fteady  to  your  original  opinion,  and  perfever- 
ed  in  the  pradice  of  giving  laxative  medicines.  Per- 
feverance  in  this  plan,  gradually  unloaded  the  bowels, 
from  a  quantity  of  feculent  matter,  which  appeared 
to  have  been  lodged  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  pro- 
cured very  manifeft  relief.    From  the  time  of  this 
f  ilutary  difcharge,  the  fymptoms  became  daily  more 
moderate,  till  at  laft.the  recovery  was  complete. 

Upon  reviewing  all  the  circumftances  of  this  cafe,, 
which  naturally  attraded  much  of  my  attention,  I 
regard  it  as  a  fatisfaftory  illuftration  of  your  opinion, 
refpedling  the  effed  of  coftivenefs,  in  exciting  much 
diftrefs,  and  in  producing  fymptoms  which  counter- 
feit difeafes,  that  are  generally  fuppofed  to  have  a. 
very  different  origin.    I  am 

With  much  refped^ 
My  dear  Sir, 

Ever,  mofl  fmcerely^ 
Yours,  &c. 

James  Russel, 

Dr.  James  Hamilton, 


NEWINGTON. 
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kEWrNGtON-HOUSE, 
September  20th,  1805^ 


Dear  Sir, 


As  you  favoured  me  witli  the  perufal  of  the  ma- 
nufcript,  which  you  are  about  to  publifli,  on  the  uti- 
lity of  purgative  medicines  in  certain  difeafes ;  and 
as  the  pradice,  which  you  inculcate  meets  with  my 
approbation ;  I  think  it  right  to  communicate  to  you 
a  remarkable  inftance  of  the  good  effeds  of  this  prac- 
tice, which  has  recently  occurred  tome,  in  one  of  the 
moft  fatal  difeafes  with  wliich  we  are  acquainted. 

On  Wednefday,  the  4th  inftant,  I  received  an 
anxious  call  from  a  family  newly  arrived  at  one  of 
our  hotels,  from  the  diftance  of  forty  miles,  with 
their  eldeft  daughter,  a  girl  of  about  eight  years  of 
age ;  who  had  become  unwell  on  Saturday  the  24th 
of  Augiift  laft. 

Her  fymptoms,  when  I  vifited  her,  were,  fevere 
headach,  greatly  aggravated  by  motion.  Pulfe  9G, 
and  irregular ;  the  pupil  of  each  eye,  was  more  di' 
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lated  than  in  health,  fcarcity  of  urine,  an  uncom- 
mon drynefs  of  the  fkin  j  and  no  difcharge  from  the 
nofe. 

All  the  remedies  that  are  commonly  ufed  in  ordi- 
nary cafes  of  headach  had  been  prefcribed,  without 
any  advantage  j  fuch  as  the  local  difcharge  of  blood 
by  leeches  ;  the  difcharge  produced  by  a  blifter,  and 
gentle  dofes  of  calomel  and  jalap. 

The  fymptoms  being  aggravated  by  the  journey  ; 
I  again  advifed  leeches  to  be  applied,  and  a  laxative 
of  calomel  and  jalap  to  be  given  ;  which  operated 
properly,  and  aftorded  relief.  The  head  \vas  like- 
wife  ftiaved  ;  but  the  cafe  being  highly  important,  I 
advifed  an  early  confultation,  which  being  agreed  to 
by  the  family,  Dr.  Monro,  fenior,  and  Mr.  James: 
RufTel,  furgeon,  one  of  my  partners,  met  with  me, 
accordingly,  next  morning.  The  opinion  adopted 
at  this  confultation,  was,  that  the  fymptoms  w^ere 
thofe  of  hydrocephalus  internus.  We  diredled  a 
grain  of  calomel,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  the  pow- 
der of  foxglove,  to  be  given  three  times  a  day ;  a 
drachm  of  the  Wronger  mercurial  ointment  to  be 
rubbed  on  her  limbs,  evening  and  morning  j  a  blif- 
fer  to  be  applied  to  the  crown  of  the  head  j  and  the 
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powder  of  betony  to  be  ufed  as  fnuff,  in  order  to  ex- 
cite a  difcharge  from  the  nofe* 

This  plan  was  continuedj  and  in  the  dourfe  of  the 
third  day,  the  gums  were  red  and  fwelled,  but  Hill 
no  benefit  was  derived  from  the  mercury.  The  pain 
of  the  head  had  been  reUeved  by  the  leeches,  but 
it  foon  became  as  violent  as  before  ;  the  iris  was,  in 
a  confiderable  degree,  infenfible  to  the  ftimulus  of 
light,  and  the  pulfe  was  quick  and  irregular. 

With  thefe  fymptoms,  fhe  now  complained  of  fe- 
vere  pain  in  her  bowels,  whidh  led  to  the  fufpicion, 
^  of  their  being  opprefled  with  an  accumulation  of 
feces,  notwithftanding  the  laxatives  which  had  alrea- 
dy been  given.  A  full  dofe,  therefore,  of  aninfufion 
of  fenna  was  exhibited,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
inftant.  Next  day,  we  found  that  the  feana  had 
purged  brilkly,  not  lefs  than  nine  times  ;  and  at 
every  motion,  that  a  large  quantity  of  black  colour- 
ed feces,  fully  formed,  and  uncommonly  fetid,  had, 
been  difcharged. 

Perceiving  that  (he  was  relieved,  her  head  being 
lefs  pained,  and  the  pulfe  more  regular,  another 
dofe  of  fenna  was  given,  early  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
1 1th ;  and  the  mercurial  medicines  were  omitted. 

P  2  This 
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'Ihis  dofe  alfo,  operated  briflcly,  and  brought  ofi, 
iiotwithftanding  the  large  evacuations  of  the  preced- 
ing  day,  fix  or  feven  copious  ftools,  all  of  them  un- 
commonly fetid,  and  of  a  dark  colour.  She  fuffer- 
ed  much  from  ficknefs,  oppreflion,  and  gripes,  du- 
ring the  operation  of  both  dofes  of  fenna ;  but  im- 
mediately after  the  laft  dofe,  every  fymptom  of  dif- 
cafe  vanifl:jed.  The  headach  was  felt  orily  on  quick 
motion  ;  her  eyes  recovered  their  natural  appearance; 
her  pulfe  was  regular  ;  and  fhe  became  equally  alert, 
as  in  her  beft  health. 

On  the  12th  flie  had  a  third  dofe  of  fenna,  not 
however,  fo  ftrong  as  the  preceding  ones  ;  but  ne- 
verthelefs  it  procured  three  or  four  ftools,  lefs  fetid 
than  the  former,  and  of  more  natural  appearance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  our  patient  inform- 
ed us,  that  ftie  was  cured  of  all  her  complaints- 
And  her  mother,  who  watched  her  carefully  in  eve- 
ry ftate  of  her  illnefs,  faid,  that  ever  fmce  the  vio- 
lent purging,  produced  by  the  fenna,  on  the  firft  ex- 
hibition of  it,  flie,  as  well  as  the  fervants,  had  re- 
marked, that  a  difagreeable  noife  which  took  place, 
during  the  fleep  of  our  patient  for  feveral  years,  and 
which  was  occafioned  by  the  grinding  of  the  teeth, 
had  ceafed. 

As 
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As  our  patient  continued  perfe6:ly  well ;  ftie  was 
permitted  to  return  to  the  country,  on  the  1 7th  in- 
ftant.  Her  mother  was  directed  to  give  her  repeated 
laxatives  for  fome  time,  to  prevent  immediate  accu- 
mulation of  the  feces  ;  and  to  interpofe  them  on  any 
occafion  in  future,  when  the  ftools  appeared  to  be 
unnatural,  or  not  fufficiently  copious. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

,  Your's,  faithfully, 

Benj.  Bell. 

Dr.  Hamilton, 
4,  Nicholson's  Street, 
Edinburgh. 


The  mother  of  this  girl,  wrote  to  Mr  Bell  on  the 
29th  Oftober  1805,  to  the  following  effea : 

"  Dear  Sir, 

♦  "  As  you  were  fo  good  as  requeft  me  to  let  you 
hear  again  of  my  little  girl,  I  trouble  you  with  a  few 
lines,  to  fay,  fhe  is  now  almoft  quite  well  ;  indeed 

P  3  when 
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when  (he  does  not  take  too  much  liberty  with  herfelf, 
(he  is  entirely  well.  I  was  impatient  when  I  laft 
wrote  you ;  but  your  anfwer  was  very  fatisfaftory, 
and  has  turned  out  exactly  true.  It  muft  be  admit- 
ted that  purgative  medicines  have  been  her  cure, 
which  I  find  neceflfary  to  continue  once  a  week,  but 
hope  as  Ihe  gets  ftronger,  thefe  may  be  got  rid  of. 

I  remain,  De^r  Sir, 

Tour  humble  Servant, 


These  cafes,  from  Mr,  RulTel  and  from  Mr,  Bell, 
gentlemen  in  full  pradlice,  and  of  high  profelTional 
refpedtability,  are  fmgularly  important.  The  prac- 
tice therein  fet  forth,  coincides  with,  and  corrobo- 
rates the  fentiments  which  I  entertain  refpe6ling  ma- 
rafmus,  as  inducing,  or  as  conneded  with  hydroce- 
phalus internus.  Stronger  and  more  decided  proofs 
of  the  utility  of  purgatives,  given  in  thefe  inftances, 

which 
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which  had  fo  much  of  the  charafter  and  appearance 
of  hydrocephalus,  cannot  be  defired.  They  give  a 
confidence  in  the  profecution  of  a  fimple  praftice, 
which,  when  fully  eftabliflied,  as  I  doubt  not  it  will 
be,  wijl  rob  this  fcourge  of  infancy,  of  childhood, 
and  early  youth,  of  much  of  the  terror  which  its 
dreaded  approach  has  hitherto  been  wont  to  infpire, 
by  removing  in  many  inftances  a  tendency  to  a  dif- 
cafe,  for  which,  when  once  fuHy  formed,  we  are 
without  a  remedy. 
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CASE  OF  CHLOROSIS. 

Edinburgh,  30th  Oaober,  1805, 

A  YOUNG  LADY,  about  14  years  of  age,  of  a  very 
delicate  constitution,  and  fmall  growth,  never  menftru- 
ftted,  had  for  many  months  been  pale  and  emaciated, 
^nd  alfefted  with  a  preternatural  quicknefs  of  pulfe ; 
flie  had  been  fubjedted  to  the  ordinairy  treatment  em- 
ployed in  chlorofis  ;  about  the  middle  of  Odober 
her  pulfe  was  fo  high  as  140  in  the  minute  ;  her  fto- 
mach  foon  became  very  irritable,  and  for  fome 
■weeks  fhe  retained  nothing  ;  whatever  flie  took  was 
rejefted  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours  in  a  very  undi- 
gefted  ftate  ;  flie  was  reported  to  have  been  rather 
coftive ;  was  ordered  eifervefcing  draughts,  with  a 
glyfter  at  bed-time, 
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OSiober  S\^.    Much  the  fame. 

Recipe — Majfcr  p  'llularum  Jlomachicarum  grana  duodecimo 
Calomelanos  grana  duo. 

To  be  taken  about  mid-day  ;  had  one  fcanty  bound 
"ftool  in  the  evening,  of  a  very  dark  colour  and  al- 
moft  in  the  ftate  of  fcybala. 

'November  ift.     Not  much  relieved  ;  pills  were 
repeated  ;  had  four  or  five  dark  coloured  ftools ; 
belly,  tenfe  towards  evening. 
I;'  An  injeftion  in  the  evening. 

-t  . 

 2d.    Had  fome  pafTage  early  in  the  morn- 

jng ;  the  laft  not  fo  dark  coloured. 

Contmueter  haujliis  falini. 
Rppetantur  pilulae  eras  tjiane, 

 3d.    No  vomiting  for  24  hours  ;  three 

evacuations  of  a  dark  colour,  not  very  copious. 

 4th.    No  vomiting  ;  pain  and  tenfion  of 

lower  belly. 

Repetantur  pilulae  Jlatim. 

'  5th.     No  return  of  vomiting  ;   had  a 

darkifh  paffage  late  in  the  evening. 


November 
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November  6th.    No  return  of  vomiting. 

Habeat  majfae  pilularum  Jlomachicarum  grana  quindecun. 
Calomelanos  grana  tria. 


7th.    Appetite  Improved  ;  in  the  evening 


a  copious  ftool,  more  natural  than  any  of  the  former  j 
pulfe  about  96. 


8th.    Much  the  fame  ;  took  fix  drachms 


of  rochelle  falts  in  the  morning,  which  did  not  ope. 
rate  ;  had  an  injection  in  the  evening  which  brought 
off  but  little  ;  this  however  was  more  natural  in  co- 
lour and  fmell. 


9th.    Continues  better. 


Repetantur  pilulae  Jlomachicae  ad  grana  quindecim, 
Calomelas  ad  grana  tria. 
Capiat  Jlatim. 


 10th.    Had  a  copious  ftool,  figured  and 

dark  coloured. 

Capiat  eras  mane  ex  cyatho^  aquae  uncias  quatuor  fequentis 
folutionis. 
Recipe — Tartari  folubilis  uncias  tres. 

Saiis  polychrejli  unciam  dimidiam. 
Aquae  libram. 


l^ovcmher 
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l^ovetnber  1 1th.    Vomited  the  folution. 

Omittatur  foluiio. 

Recipe — Magnefiae, 

Pulveris  corticis  peruviani  ana  drachtnas  duos, 
jiquae  uncias  quatuor.  Mifce. 
Capiat  unciam  meridie. 


12th.    No  vomiting ;  gums  ftill  flightly 


afFefted. 

The  patient  continued  eafy  and  rather  improving 
in  health  ;  but  (tools  never  quite  natural,  and  even 
at  the  laft  occafionally  paffing  fome  indurated  feces 
and  fcybala  till  fhe  went  to  the  country  on  the  2d  of 
December.    She  was  advifed  to  continue  the  ufe  of 

purgative  medicines.  Mr.  Ruffell  has  lately  inform- 
ed me,  that  this  patient  quickly  recovered  perfect 
health,  under  the  ufe  of  the  purgatives  which  had 
been  recommended. 
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CASES  OF  HiEMATEMESIS. 


Royal  Infirmary^  Feb.  iStb  1805. 

MJRT  Ml/NRO,  Mtatisi^. 

Has  pain  and  fenfe  of  weight  at  the  fcrobiculus 
cordis,  increafed  on  preffure.  Headach  and  vertigo, 
vomiting  of  ingefta,  and  fometimes,  by  account, 
grumous  blood,  to  a  confiderable  extent,  is  brought 
up  by  coughing — much  debility,  and  lownefs  of  fpi- 
rits — appetite  impaired — ^pulfe  80 — ikin  cool — belly 
habitually  coftive — catamenia  regular,  and  rather 
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profufe— fays  flie  has  had  ftomachic  complaints, 
more  than  a  year  and  a  half— the  difcharge  of  blood 
occurred  firft  about  the  beginning  of  this  winter, 
preceded  by  occafional  epiftaxis  for  a  month  before 
—has  ufed  no  remedies  before  admiflion,  but  has 
taken  a  bolus  fmce,  which  procured  a  dark  greenifh 
ftool. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloetkas  tres  omni  trihorio. 

Feb.  19th.  By  account,  two  dark  greenifh  colour- 
ed flools  have  been  paffed  this  morning. 

Continuentur  pilulce  aloeiicce,  ul  heri  prajcriptum. 

  20th.    Twelve  pills  taken — five  copious 

dark  greenifli  coloured  ftools — ftomachic  fymptoms, 
headach,  and  vertigo  are  relieved — pulfe  calm — no 
vomiting. 

  21ft.    No  ftool — no  vomiting — weight  at 

epigaftrium — pulfe  calm. 

Repetantur  pilulce  aloelicae,  lit  fitpra  prafcripturn. 

 22d.  Several  ftools  of  more  natural  ap- 
pearance— no  return  of  vomiting — ftomachic  fymp- 
toms ftill  more  relieved,  and  exprefTion  of  counte- 
nance more  lively. 


Feb. 
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Feb.  23d.  No  ftool^apparently  convalefcent— . 
appetite  good. 

Recipe^Sulphatis  magneficE  drachmas  ires, 

Supertartritis  potajfa  drachmam  unam.  Mifce. 
Sumantur  omni  inane,  ex  aqua  unciis  fax  vel  oBo. 


26th.    Belly  has  been  regular— appetite  has 


continued  good,  and  to  all  appearance  fhe  has  been 
free  of  complaints. 

Habeatpukcrk  jalaps  compoftti  uncias  duas,  k  dofes  triginta 
duas  divifas. 

Signe7itur,  one  each  morning. 
Difmiffed  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary^  April  i^th  i^os* 

JEAN  CLARKINSON,  jEtatis  29. 

Complains  of  a  general  forenefs  in  her  breaft, 
with  great  oppreffion  about  the  prsecordia,  headach, 
and  fome  degree  of  languor.  Says  fhe  has  been  af- 
fedted  for  three  weeks,  with  frequent  vomiting  of 
fluid  and  dark  coloured  blood,  fometimes  to  the 
amount  of  a  pound  or  more — that  fhe  has  always 
vomited  more  or  lefs,  every  day  during  that  time. 
At  prefent  (he  has  little  or  no  cough  ;  but  when  fhe 
firft  became  affefled,  fhe  had  a  fevere  cough,  with 
•  great  hoarfenefs. 

Pulfe  at  prefent  66,  and  very  weak — tongue  white 
—belly  habitually  coflive — appetite  impaired — cata- 
menia  natural. 

Attributes  her  complaints,  to  carrying  heavy  loads 
of  coals — has  been  ufmg  the  pulvis  cinchonje,  with 
porter,  without  relief. 

 ■  29th.    A  fmall  difcharge  of  blood,  brought 

up  apparently  without  retching — no  flool  fmce  ad- 
milTion. 

3  Habcat 
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IJabeat  Jlatim  holum  jalap^  compofitum  cum  mercurii  gram, 
oao-fera  noBc,  nift  prius  foluta  fuerit  alvus,  enema  domejliaw. . 
Juris  bovini  Itbram  vel  alteram  indies. 

April  30th.  General  forenefs  of  breaft— oppref- 
fion  about  prfecordia— headach  and  faintnefs  are  re- 
lieved-pulfe  firmer,  and  expreffion  of  countenance 
more  lively— a  copious,  fetid,  dark  and  greenifh  co- 
loured alvine  evacuation — no  vomiting. 

.  Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  duodecim  ;  fumat  tres  omni  bihorio  ;  et 
pllulis  fumptis,  repetatur  enema,  ut  heri. 

May  1  ft.  Injedion  not  given— has  had  two  pretty 
copious  ftools — feces  formed,'  but  ftill  of  a  dark  and 
greenifh  colour — uneafmefs  of  prsecordia  — oppref- 
fion  of  the  breaft,  and  headach  are  ftill  more  reliev- 
ed— no  vomiting. 

Vefpere  repetatur  bolus  jalapa  compojitus,  ut  fupra  prafcrip. 
turn,  et  eras  prima  mane  habeat  tartJ  it  is  fodm  et  potafa  unciam 
ex  aqua. 


 2d.    No  vomiting — in  other  refpefts,  free 

of  complaint — a  very  copious  alvine  evacuation  fince 
morning,  and  of  more  natural  appearance  than  hi- 
therto. 

Repeianiur  cathartica  ut  heri  prafcripta. 


May 
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May  3d.  Has  had  pretty  full  alvine  evacuation  ; 
fomewhat  coftive,  but  in  colour,  more  approaching 
the  natural.    Is  free  of  complaint. 

Habcat  puheris  jalapce  drachmas  quatuor  in  dofes  oElodecim 
divifas. 

Signentur,  one  occafionally. 
DifmilTed  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary^  April  wth  1805. 
MARTHA  IRVINE,  JEtatis  23. 

Says,  that  on  Sunday,  the  27th  uhimo,  fhe  be- 
came affedled  with  great  difficulty  of  breathing, 
fevere  pains  through  her  cheft,  and  a  fenfe  of  great 
weight  about  the  region  of  the  ftomach  ;  which  com- 
plaints were  immediately  fucceeded  by  violent  retch- 
ing, when  fhe  difcharged  a  quantity  of  clotted  blood, 
and  immediately  felt  herfelf  relieved.  On  the  ninth, 
the  above  fymptoms  recuiTed,  and  fhe  vomited  about 
a  pound  of  liquid,  which,  in  every  refpeft,  refembled 
pure  blood  ;  and  yefterday  fhe  difcharged  nearly  the 
fame  quantity  j  fmce  which  time,  fhe  has  been  pretty 
eafy — Complains  at  prefent,  of  a  general  forenefs  in 
her  breafl — of  a  fenfe  of  great  weight  in  her  flomach 
— frequent  cough,  and  occafional  headach — pulfe  72, 
and  weak — tongue  white — belly,  by  account,  has 
been  regular,  and  catamenia  natural — attributes  her 
complaints  to  fatigue,  and  carrying  heavy  loads- 
has  ufed  no  medicines. 

 1 2th.    Cough,  by  account,  is  of  a  fortnight's 

duration,  and  has  been  acconipanied  witli  pain  about 
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the  middle  of  the  fternum — no  ftool  fmce  admiflion 
^tongue  clean — pulfe  calm  and  feeble. 

Habeat  emuljionis  communis  libram  imam  indies. 

April  IStK.  ^To  itool — no  vomiting — coiigh  has 
become  lefs  frequent,  and  by  fubfeqiient  account,  the 
pain  mentioned  yefterday,  feems  to  be  fcated  about 
the  fcrobiculus  cordis.  Headach  is  increafed,  and 
ihe  complains  of  oppreffive  ficknefs— pulfe  towards 
OO,  and  firmer. 

Contthuetur  emu/Ji'o. 

 J  4th.  Has  had  neither  vomiting,  nor  eva- 
cuation by  ftool — cough  nearly  gone — headach,  and 
iriuch  ficknefs  continue. 

Continuetur  emuljio  communis. 

 15th.    Has  had  neither  paffage  of  belly,  nor 

vomiting — complains  of  fevere  headach  and  ficknefs 
■ — oppreffion  and  pain  of  epigaftrium — cough  gone 
— pulfe  calm. 

tiabeat  enema  purgans.    Omitlatur  emulfio. 

  16th.    Headach  and  oppreffiofi  of  prcecor- 

dia  continue — ficknefs  relieved — no  vomiting  copi- 
ous alvine  difcharge  after  the  injcdion. 


Hiibcat 
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Habeal  quam  pnmum  bolum  jalapx  compofitumycum  mercttri'i 
granii  decern;  eCjera  noSie,  nifi  Jluxerk  alvus,  enema  domefticum. 

April  1 7th.  Headach  and  oppreffion  about  prae- 
cordia  are  much  relieved — expreflioii  of  countenance 
lightened — very  copious,  confident,  dark  coloured 
alvine  evacuation. 

Repetatur  quam  prhnum  bolus  necmn  enema,  ut  heri. 

  18th.    Alvine  evacuation  fimilar  to  that  of 

yefterday  Injection  not  given — vomiting  of  blood 
has  not  recurred,  and  fhe  is  free  of  complaint. 

Repetatur  bolus,  ut  fupra  prcefcriptum. 

  19th.    Alvine  evacuation  refembling  the 

laft,  but  in  fmaller  quantity — no  recurrence  of  com- 
plaint. 

Habeat  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  colocynthide  dmdecim,. 

Sipientur,  two  every  night. 
Difmifled  cured.  / 


I  did  not  doubt  the  veracity  of  this  patient,  Mar- 
tha Irvme.  ^Her  fymptoms  and  her  appearance 

convinced 
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convinced  me  that  flie  laboured  under  hasmaleme- 
fis  ;  but  I  was  willing  that  the  exiftence  of  the  dif- 
cafe,  fhould  be  placed  beyond  a  doubt,  by  the  aftual 
difcharge  of  blood,  in  order,  that  my  praftice,  which 
was  to  follow,  might  be  more  decidedly  conclufive 
in  favour  of  purgative  medicines,  in  this  difeafe;  I 
therefore  temporifed  for  the  firft  four  days.  But 
fier  fufFerings  increafmg,  commiferation  for  my  pa- 
tient made  me  defert  my  fcheme.  I  could  not  longer 
with-hold  the  certain  means  of  relief  which  I  had  at 
command.  In  five  days  from  my  firft  employing 
thefe,  fhe  left  the  Hofpital,  in  perfeft  health. 


0^3  Royal 


246 


APPENDIX,  NO.  Vr. 


Royal  Lifirmary,  Nov.  6tb  1805, 
£ETTr  ROBERTSON,  jEtatis  20. 

Complains  of  a  fenfe  of  weight,  and  great  uneafi- 
jiefs  about  the  cheft  and  prascordia,  headach,  an4 
great  languor.  Her  eyes  are  dull — her  countenance 
pale,  and  exprefTive  of  much  diftrefs — has  fome  dif- 
ficulty in  breathing,  but  little  or  no  cough— fays 
that  in  the  courfe  of  laft  night  and  this  morning, 
fhe  has  difcharged,  by  vomiting,  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  pure  liquid  but  dark  coloured  blood — pulfe 
quick  and  foft— tongue  white — belly  habitually  flow, 
and  for  the  lad  four  days  fhe  has  had  no  flool — ca- 
tamenia  natural — knows  of  no  caufe  for  her  com- 
plaints. 

Habeat  quam  primum  pilulas  aloeticas  duodecim. 
Sumat  tres  gjnni  triborto, 

 7th.    Uneafmefs  about  the  prascordia,  and 

fenfe  of  weight  fomewhat  relieved— headach  gone- 
pills  taken — one  coftive  dark  coloured  and  fetid 
ftool — ^no  recurrence  of  bloody  difcharge. 

Recipe— 'Sulphatis  magnejiee  drachmas  quwque, 
Infuji  fennce  uncias  duas, 

Jnfuft 
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Infufi  lint  uncias  quatuor. 
Mifce.    Sumat  uncias  duas  omni  hora. 

Nov.  8th.  By  miftake  the  mixture  was  omitted — 
no  ftool  fmce  yefterday— flight  return  of  haemate- 
mefis — complains  more  of  uneafmefs  and  tightnefs 
acrofs  the  cheft. 

Habeat  Jlalim  folutioncm  catharticam  ut  heri  prcefcriptum  ejl. 

 9th.    Solution  taken — as  yet  no  ftool — fe- 

vere  attack  of  hasmatemefis  laft  night,  followed  by 
relief  of  previous  uneafmefs  and  ftiftnefs  in  the  cheft ; 
but  ftie  complains  of  a  general  forencfs  about  the 
inferior  part  of  the  fternum. 

Habeat  piliilas  aloeticas  oBodecim^ 
Sumat  tres  omni  bihorio. 

 10th.    One  coftive  ftool  this  morning — no 

return  of  hjematemefis — nine  pills  taken. 

Continuentur  piluUe  aloetic^. 

 11th.  The  eighteen  pills  taken  with  the  ef- 
fect of  only  one  coftive  ftool — but  complains  lefs  of 
uneafinefs — no  hgematemefis. 


 12th.    Complains  of  fevere  pain  about  the 

fcrobiculus  cordis,  of  flight  cough,  and  general  un- 

Q  4  cafmefs 
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eafinefs— pulfe  quick  and  fharp— tongue  white-no 
ftool — no  vomiting. 

Habeat  fiilulas  laxantes  quatuor  omni  bihorio  ad  quintam  vicem. 

Nov.  13th.  Twenty  pills  taken— one  fcanty  ftool 
has  been  voided— and  at  three  difFerent  attacks, 
about  ten  ounces  of  pure  blood  have  been  difcharg- 
ed. 

Enema  purgans  vefpere. 

Recipe — Sulphatis  mqgnejtce  uticiam, 

Supertartritis  potqffce  drachmas  duas, 

Sohantur  in  aqua  libra,  ciijus  fumat  imcias  qualuor 
omni  femihora  pojl  enema  reddilum. 

 14th.    A  fluid  and  rather  fcanty  ftool  after 

the  injedlion — another  fince  morning,  alfo  fluid  and 
dark  coloured,  with  numerous  fmall  fcybala  floating 
in  it. 

Recipe — Tartritis  fodce  el  potajfce  uncias  duas, 

Infuji  fennce  uncias  quatuor, 

Infuji  lini  libram  cum  femijfe. 
Sit  foluiio,  cujus  fumat  uncias  quatuor  omni  bora. 

■          15th.    The  whole  of  the  folution  being 

taken,  pretty  copious  alvine  evacuation  has  enfued — 
the  firft  part  of  which  is  fluid,  dark  coloured,  and 
fetid,  containing  feveral  fcybala.  The  latter  part  is 
alfo  fluid  and  fetid  with  fmiilar  fcybala,  but  it  has  a 

more 
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more  natural  appearance — expreflion  of  countenance 
lightened — no  hsematemefis 

Repetatur  folutio  cathartica  ut  heri. 

 .  16th.    Alvine  evacuation  fince  yefterday 

rather  fcanty,  fluid,  without  fcybala,  and  more  natu^ 
ral  in  refpeft  of  colour  and  odour — no  haematemefis 
— T-folution  taken. 

 lYth.    Has  had  pretty  copious  alvine  dif- 

charge  fmce  yefterday — natural  in  refped  of  colour 
and  fmell — ^no  haematemefis — free  of  complaint. 

Recipe — Pulveris  rhei  grana  duodecim, 
Ipecacuanhce  grana  duo. 
Capiat  omni  mane. 

■  •  I9th,    Free  paflage  of  belly — appears  lively 

and  cheerful — no  hasmatemefis. 

 20th.    Difmifled  cured. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  James  Law,  one  of  the  furgeons  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  furgeon  to  Edinburgh  Bridewell,  has 
obligingly  favoured  me  with  the  following  obferva- 
tions,  in  a  letter  addreffed  to  me.  They  are  as  fol- 
low : 

Edinburgh, 
Aug.  I  ft,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  have  accidentally  found  fome  flight  notices  of 
c^fes  of  hsematemefis,  in  looking  over  my  Bridewell 
records.  As  I  had  formerly  been  very  unfuccefsful 
in  removing  this  complaint  by  fulphuric  acid,  and 
other  aftringents  ;  and  as  I  received  the  firfl  hint  of 
the  practice  I  now  follow,  from  you,  I  think  it  a  duty 
I  owe  to  you  and  the  profeffion,  to  lay  before  you  all 
the  information  I  can,  on  the  fubjeft,  that  you  may 
make  fuch  ufe  of  it  as  you  think  proper,  in  your  in- 
tended publication,    I  am. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Tour's  ever, 

James  Law. 
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JEAN  HAT, 

A  patient  admitted  the  21  ft  March,  ISO^,  for 
rheumatic,  and  other  complaints,  was  on  the  10th 
pf  April,  feized  with  vomiting  of  blood. 

Sumat  pilulas  aloeticas  tres. 

March  1 6th.  Vomiting  of  blood  has  ceafed, 
It  appears  by  the  records,  that  this  woman,  being 
afflidted  with  amenorrhoea,  and  its  concomitant  dyf- 
peptic  fymptoms,  was  put  under  a  courfe  of  fteel, 
with  occafional  laxatives.  April  29th,  and  frequent- 
ly after  this  had  epileptic  fits,  which  ceafed  about 
the  12th  of  May. 

Sept.  23d.  A  return  of  ha^matemefis,  with  cof- 
tive  belly. 

Sumat  pulveris  jalapa  compofiti  drachmam. 

Aftei"  this,  had  feveral  returns,  treated  with  laxa- 
tives, and  on  Oftober  25th,  was  difmiffed  from  the 
houfe,  cured. 
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MARGARET  PEAT,  Fek  iitb  1805. 


Has  been  in  the  houfe,  fince  November  the  20th, 
1 804,  with  venel-eal  and  other  complaints. 
Attack  of  haematemefis. 

Sumat  fulphaiis  fodce  unciam, 

Feb.  13th.  Salts  operated  gently,  and  the  vo- 
miting of  blood  almoft  gone. 

 i5tli.    Hsematemefis  more  fevere. 

Sumat  piluias  aloeticas  duas^  no6ie  et  mane. 

 17th.  Continued  the  pills,  till  they  operat- 
ed fully,  and  produced  eight  ftools — hasmatemefis 
gone. 

 21ft.    No  return  of  hasmateraefis. 

N.  B.  In  this  cafe  alfo,  there  was  amenorrhoea. 
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CASES  OF  CHOREA. 

Royal  In^rmary^  Aug.  2d  1802. 
WILLIAM  SINCLAIR^  jE talis  1  o. 

Affeded  with  irregular  involuntary  motions  of  the 
fuperior  extremities,  and  occafionally  with  a  difeafed 
action  of  the  mufcles  of  the  face,  producing  great 
diftortion  in  the  expreffion  of  the  features,  attended 
with  flufliing  in  the  face,  pain  in  the  occiput,  and 
43ifEcult  articulation.     Although  he  cannot  ftand 

ered 
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ered  without  being  fupported,  yet  he  poffeffes  in 
fome  degree  the  command  over  the  inferior  extre- 
mities, and  was  obferved,  before  this  took  place,  to 
drag  one  leg  after  the  other.  He  feems  much  debi- 
litated—belly is  fomewhat  tenfe  and  tumid— pulfe 
about  90,  rather  feeble— appetite  impaired— belly 
regular,  but  the  ftools  in  fmall  quantity.  He  was 
taken  ill  a  fortnight  before  admifllon,  and  within 
thefe  few  days  the  fymptoms  have  become  worfe. 
Has  ufed  no  remedies. 

Aiigujl  id.    Recipe — Mercurii  dulcis  grana  trie, 
Pulveris  jalapce  grana  decern. 
Flat  pulvis,  cras  prima  mane  fumendus. 

 5th.  The  flools  of  yefterday  and  this  morn- 
ing are  copious,  and  of  natural  appearance— belly  is 
lefs  tenfe — pulfe  calm — ^irregular  motions  and  pain 
of  occiput  continue,  but  he  walks  with  more  fteadi- 
nefs. 

Cras  repetatur  pulvis  e  jalapa  cum  mer-curio. 

 6th.    One  feculent  ftool  fmce  morning — 

headach  and  irregular  motions  nearly  the  fame — his 
ftep  is  flill  more  fleady  and  firm. 


8th.    Has  continued  convalefcent. 

Habeat 
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Habeat  mercurii  dulcis  grana  decern., 

Sacchari  fcrupulus  duos. 
Intimo  mifceantur  el  dividantur  in  dofes  oBo, 

Signa,  one  every  night. 
Difmiffed  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary^  iiept.  12th  1803. 

ELIZABETH  LAURli,,  Math  14. 

Is  afFefled  with  almofl:  conflant  involuntary  mo- 
tions of  the  left  arm.  The  mufcles  of  the  face  are 
alfo  involuntarily  contraaed,  and  in  walking  Ihe  is 
obferved  to  drag  the  left  leg  after  her — articulation  is 
at  times  impeded— Ikin  of  natural  heat — pulfe  75 — 
belly,  by  account,  regular — has  laboured  under  this 
complaint  two  weeks  ;  it  was  preceded  by  headach 
and  fpontaneous  vomiting.  She  has  ufed  fome  me- 
dicines, with  the  nature  of  which  Ihe  is  unacquaint- 
ed. 

September  13 /A.  Habeat  quant  primum  bolum  e  jalapa  cum 
tnercurio.    Sera  noSie,  ni  folvatur  alms  enema  domejlicum. 

 14th.    Several  copious  feculent  but  fetid 

ftools. 

Habeat  omni  noBe  pilulas  aloeticas  tres. 

 15th.  One  ftool  in  the  courfe  of  the  even- 
ing.   Involuntary  motions  abated. 

Repetantur  pilulx  aloeticce,  vefpere  ;  et  fumaty  eras  mane,  in^ 
fuji  fennce  uncias  tres. 

Sept. 
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Sept.  16th.  Has  had  free  paflage  of  belly— rftools 
more  frequent,  but  ftill  fetid— motions  more  ftaid, 

Repetaniur  pilulce  aloeticce  et  infufum  fennar. 

 17th.    Walks  with  increafmg  firmnefs  and 

vigour — irregular  motions  of  left  arm  continue — no 
ftool. 

Habeat  quam  primum  haujlum  ex  oleo  ricini. 
Repetantur  pilulce  aloeticce  et  infufum  fetince. 

—  \%tb.     Continuentur  pilulce  et  infufum^  ut  beri  prce- 
fcriptum. 

 19th.    No  ftool — involuntary  motion  of  left 

arm  aggravated. 

Habeat  quam  primum  bolum  P  jalapa  cum  mercurio. 
Inlermittantur  pilulce  aloeticce  et  infufum  fenncs. 

  20th.    Confiftent  fetid  bilious  ftool— re- 

jefted  the  bolus  by  vomiting. 

P//«/aj  aloeticas  duodecim  ;  fumat  duas  omni  quadrihorio. 

  21ft.    No  ftool. 

Continuentur  pilulce^  ut  heri. 

 22d.    PalTage  of  belly  in  the  courfe  of  yef. 

terday— motions  of  the  arm  more  fteady. 

Continuentur  pilulce^  ut  heri. 

^  Sept, 
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Sept.  24th.  Belly  open — ftools  of  firm  confift- 
cnce,  dark  colour,  and  ftill  fetid— irregular  motions 
ftill  more  relieved. 

Continuentur  pilules  aloeticce. 

 26th.    No  ftool  fince  the  24th.    Pills  have 

been  regularly  taken. 

Habeat  vefpere  enema  purgans  ;  et  eras  mane  infufi  fennae  un] 
cias  quatuor^  duabus  vicibus. 

Intermittantur piluU  aloeticae. 

 .  27th.    Three  natural  ftools. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapce  compofiti  uncias  duas  ;  divide  in  dofes 
ftdecim. 

Signa,  one  every  morning. 
Difmiffed  cured. 
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Royal  Injirmary^  Dec.  2S th  1803. 
THOMAS  WTLIE,  Stalls  9. 

Has  conftant  irregular  and  involuntary  motions  of 
both  fuperior  and  inferior  extremities  ;  the  right 
fide  feems  to  be  more  affeded  than  the  left ;  thefc 
motions  continue  during  fleep  ;  when  he  walks,  he 
has  the  appearance  of  dragging  the  one  leg  after  the 
other  J  his  head  is  alfo  occafionally  moved  involun- 
tarily, with  twitchings  in  the  mufcles  of  his  face,  and 
fome  difficulty  of  articulation.  Pulfe  natural  — belly 
open.  Thefe  fymptoms  have  been  prefent  eight 
days  ;  the  right  fide  vi^as  firfl:  afFefted.  He  has  ufed 
fome  calomel  powders. 

Dec.  29th.  Several  fmall  dark  coloured  ftools 
fince  admiffion. 

Habeat  bolum  e jalapa  cum  mercur'io. 

 30th.  But  a  fcanty  feculent  difcharge,  pre- 
ceded by  vomiting— much  third— tongue  white- 
involuntary  motions  continue  ;  not  interrupted  du- 
ring fleep— appetite  indiflerent — pulfe  feeble. 

Rcpetatur  bolus  c  jalapa  cum  mer curio. 
JiifcuH  bovini  libram^  indies. 

R  2  Dec. 
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Dec.  Sift.  Two  ftools,  both  fcanty,  of  a  pale 
yellow  colour  and  fomewhat  tough  confiftence  ;  in- 
voluntary motions  are  lefs  violent  and  difappear  du- 
ring fleep.    He  walks  more  fteadily. 

Refietatur  bolus  e  jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

Jan.  Ift,  1804.  Two  ftools,  the  firft  pretty  co- 
pious, and  much  refembling  thofe  of  yefterday — in- 
voluntary motions  more  abated — appetite  continues 
indifferent. 

Repetatur  bolus  e  jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

 2d.    Involuntary  motions  more  abated,  and 

movements  more  fteady  and  firm — two  or  three 
fmall  ftools,  of  a  pale  colour. 

Sumat  pilulas  aloeticas  duas^  omni  trihorio. 

— —  3d.  Copious  feculent  difcharge,  of  natural 
appearance — eyes  more  lively,  and  countenance  of 
more  healthy  appearance — involuntary  motions  near- 
ly gone — appetite  improves — ten  pills  taken. 

Continuentur  adhuc  pilulce  aloetica  ufquedum  iterum  plene  dejici- 
atur  alvus. 

 4th.  Has  had  farther  copious,  and,  to  ap- 
pearance, natural  alvine  difcharge — appetite  ftill 
mending,  and  involuntary  motions  fubfiding. 

Inter- 
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Intermittantur  pilulce  aloeticee. 

A  little  beef-fteak  to  dinner. 
 7th.    Has  continued  convalefcent. 

Pilulas  aloeticas  viginti  qudtuor. 

Signa,  one  or  two  every  night. 
Diftniffed  cured. 
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Royal  Itifirmary,  Dsc,  ^th  1804. 

DAVID  ANDERSON,  JEtatis  8, 

Is  fubjefl:  to  violent  irregular  and  involuntary  mo- 
tions  of  the  mufcles  of  the  head,  eyes,  lower  jaw,  ab- 
domen, both  fuperior  and  inferior  extremities,  which 
attack  him  by  fits,  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  hours, 
and  are  from  ten  minutes  to  an  hour  in  duration  ; 
thefe  motions  fometimes  appear  to  be  general,  at 
other  times  they  are  confined  to  the  head  and  lower 
jaw,  producing  gnafhing  of  the  teeth  ;  at  other  times, 
to  one  or  both  of  th^  fuperior  and  inferior  extremi- 
ties ;  and  fometimes  only  to  the  mufcles  of  the  ab- 
domen. By  account,  they  occafionally  terminate  in 
fopor.  During  fleep,  the  motions  ceafe,  and  he 
commonly  awakes  with  a  fcream.  He  is  much  de- 
bilitated and  emaciated — complains  of  pain  of  abdo- 
men— appetite  not  impaired — ikin  cool — ^pulfe  120 
— belly  by  account  regular. 

About  a  month  ago,  he  began  to  complain  of  ge- 
neral pains  and  uneafmefs,  with  flight  pain  of  throat 
and  of  the  lower  jaw  ;  and  about  eight  days  ago  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  a  fit  fimilar  to  thofe  defcribed 

above, 
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above,  beginning  with  a  loud  fcream,  and  lafting 
about  four  hours— fuch  have  continued  to  prevail 

fmce  that  time. 

His  head  has  been  fhaved,  and  vinegar  applied  to 
it.  Took  a  dofe  of  phyfic,  which  produced  feveral 
ftools  of  a  greenifti  appearance  and  fetid  fmell. 

Habeat  bolum  e  jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

Dec.  6th.    Refufed  the  bolus— jaw  is  at  prefent 
fixed,  and  general  fpafm  affefts  the  body. 

Recipe— Submuriatis  hydrargyri fcrupu/um, 

Sacchari  albi  drachmam. 
Tere  intime,  et  divide  in  dofes  duodecim,  quorum  fumat  unam, 
omni  bihono. 

 7th.  Trifmus  and  fpafm  were  of  fhort  du- 
ration— involuntary  motion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  ab- 
domen and  of  the  lower  jaw  continue— one  rather 
coftive,  but  pretty  copious  fetid  and  green  ftool — 
ufes  little  food — eight  powders  taken. 

Repetantur  pulveres  e  fubmuriate  hydrargyria  ut  heri  fimendi^ 
vfque  dum  iterum  folvatur  a/vus. 
Habeat  juris  bovini  libravi^ 
Seri  vinoji  libram  ct  ditnidiavit  indies. 

—  8th.  Irregular  motions  as  yefterday,  but 
trifmus  and  fpafm  have  not  recurred— two  fcanty 
ftools  refembling  thofe  of  yefterday — pulfe  90,  of 
moderate  ftrength — fourteen  powders  taken. 

R  4  Rfcipe 
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Syrupi  drachmas  fex, 

■^quc^  uncias  duas. 
SU  mifiura  cujus  porri^atur  uncia  dimidia,  omn.  hara. 
Habeat  cerevifi.  (Porter)  AW,  viceferivi„oJi. 

Dec  9th.  Alvine  difcharge  has  been  fcanty,  and 
of  a  dark  brown  colour-complains  ftill  of  occafion- 
al  pam  of  abdomen-irregular  motions  in  appearance 
nearly  the  fame,  but  by  account  lefs  frequent,  lef, 
violent,  and  of  fhorter  duration-has  taken  only 
about  half  of  the  mixture,  and  nouri/hment  is  almoft 
entirely  declined-mouth  does  not  appear  affeded 

Ujatur  btsvelter  indies  balnea  tepido,  et  repetatur  fubmurias 
hydrargyri  utfupra  pr^fcriptum. 

10th.  Has  had  the  bath  twice,  which  he 
bore  well-one  pretty  copious  confiftent  green  co- 
loured  and  fetid  ftool-feven  powders  taken-mouth 
fore  with  mercurial  fetor-has  taken  more  nourifh- 
ment-irregular  convulfive  motions  as  defcribed  yef- 
terday. 

Continuetur  lalneum  tcpidum,  mane  et  vefpere. 

Repetatur  mijlura  cum  tinBura  jalap.,  ut  fupra  pr.fcriptum. 


11th.  One  dark  coloured  confident  fetid 
and  rather  fcanty  ftool  fince  yeflerday-irregular 
motions  difappeared  during  the  whole  of  yefterday, 

and 
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and  at  prefent  affed  only  the  mufcles  moving  the 
head— pulfe  good— more  nouriftiment  taken,  but  he 
has  refufed  altogether  the  laxative  mixture. 

Coniinuetur  balneum.    Intermittatur  tinBura  jalapee. 

Dec.  12th.  Has  had  two  ftools  of  more  natural 
appearance,  and  lefs  fetid  than  hitherto— irregular 
motions  continue,  but  are  ftill  lefs  frequent  and  lefs 
fevere— fpafm  refembling  tetanus,  by  account,  oc- 
curred while  in  the  bath — continues  to  take  food, 
but  declines  the  beef-tea  and  porter. 

Recipe — Magnejiee  vja, 

Sacchari,  utriufqup  drachmas  duasy 
Aquce  uncias  /ex. 
Sit  mijlura  partitis  vicibus  indies  porrigenda. 
Intermittantur  jufculum  hovinum,  cerevijia  (Porter),  et  balneum 
tepidum. 

A  little  beef-fteak  to  dinner. 

  13th.    Has  taken  the  mixture  fparingly, 

and  has  had  no  ftool — irregular  motions  confined  to 
the  mufcles  moving  the  head  and  lower  jaw,  and  ap- 
pear to  be  fomewhat  under  command. 

Repetatur  mijlura  e  magnefta,  ut  heri  prajcripta, 

  14th.    Mixture,  as  prefcribed,  has  been 

nearly  taken — no  ftool — irregular  motions  as  laft: 
defcribed — mouth  continues  affected. 

Dec. 
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Fe/fiere  injicianturper  avum  encmalis  domcjlici  undo:  decern, 
hnponatur  vejicatorium  nuchee. 
Recipe — TinBurcr  jalapcEy 

Aqua,  utriufque  unciam, 

Syrupi  unciam  dimidiam, 
Sumat  hujufce  unciam  dimidiam,  fubinde, 
Intermittatur  magnejla. 

Dec.  15th.  A  copious  feculent  alvine  difcharge, 
of  more  natural  appearance  and  fmell  than  hitherto 
— motions  continue  more  moderate,  and  lefs  frequent 
in  their  attack— appetite  is  improving— blifter  not 
yet  moved. 

Repetatur  tinBura  Jalapee,  ut  heri. 

 16th.    A  pretty  copious,  coftive,  and  light 

coloured  ftool — blifter  anfwered  well — mouth  ftill 
affedled,  and  irregular  motions  as  laft  defcribed. 

Repetatur  miftura  e  tinBura  jalapce,  ut  fupra  preefcriptax 

 lYth.    A  copious  ftool,  fimilar  to  that  of 

yefterday — ^irregular  involuntary  motions  by  account 
much  declined,  with  improving  appetite — mouth 
mends. 

Repetatur  miftura  e  tinBura  jalapce. 

'"     ■  1 8th.    Mixture  taken — a  more  copious  and 
clay  coloured  ftool  than  the  two  former. 

Repetatur  tinBura  jalapce. 

Dec. 
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Dec.  19th.  Alvine  difcharge  copious,  confiftent, 
and  clay  coloured— motions  continue  to  abate,  an4 
appetite  ftill  to  improve. 

Continuetur  miftura  tinEiurce  jalapa,  indies. 

 -  21ft.    A  ftool  yefterday,  fmiilar  to  the  prcr 

ceding  one— none  fmce. 

Addantur  mijlurce  tinBurce  jalapce  drachma  dute. 
Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor. 

 22d.    A  ftool  fimilar  to  thofe  lately  defcrib- 

^d— irregular  motions  are  ftiH  lefs  frequent  and  vio- 
Jent,  not  without  fufpicion  of  their  being  occafionally 
induced  at  will — wine  is  reliflied. 

Continuetur  vinum  necnon  mijlura  e  tin&ura  jalapa. 

 .  24th.  Alvine  difcharge  in  abundant  quan- 
tity, and  now  of  natural  'appearance — irregular  mo- 
tions have  nearly,  if  not  altogether  ceafed — appetite 
continues  good,  and  general  health  is  improved. 

Continuetur  vinum,  necnon  mijlura  e  tinBura  jalapce  cum  linBu- 
rce  drachmis  fex  tantum. 

 25th.  Continues  convalefcent — alvine  dif- 
charge is  abundant  and  natural. 

2'jth.    Habeat  tinBuree  jalopae  uncias  duas. 

Signa, 
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Signa,  laxative  tinaure,  from  two  to  three  fpoon- 
fuls  daily. 

Difmiffed  cured. 


This  cafe,  obftinate  and  protraaed,  yielded  at 
length  to  the  efficacy  of  the  purgatives  ;  although, 
from  the  extreme  puny  and  debile  ftate  of  the  child, 
they  might  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  been  impro- 
per. The  danger  was  great,  from  the  weaknefs  of 
my  patient,  as  well  as  from  the  violence  of  the  fymp- 
toms  ; ,  but  I  was  not  deterred  from  employing  the 
only  remedies  that  I  knew  could  fave  him. 
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Edinburgh,  March  2d,  1805. 
ANNE  ROSS,  M  tat  is  10. 

•  Of  the  above  date,  I  vifited  this  girl. 

She  had  a  pale  complexion,  a  dull  eye,  a  vacant 
expreffion  of  countenance.  After  previous  bad 
health,  Ihe  had  laboured,  for  fix  weeks,  under  in- 
voluntary motions  of  the  mufcles  moving  the  trunk 
of  the  body,  and  the  fuperior  and  inferior  extremi- 
ties, which,  although  flight  in  the  beginning,  had 
now  become  violent  and  irregular,  and  did  not  ceafe 
altogether,  during  fleep.  She  could  not  articulate — 
mufcular  flelh  was  loofe,  but  not  wafted — abdomen 
was  hard  and  prominent — appetite  was  keener  than 
when  in  health ;  and  her  belly  was  faid  to  be  re- 
gular. 

Sumat  rnajjx  pilularum  aloeticarum  grana  quindecim^  omni  tri- 
horio. 

March  3d.  Forty  five  grains  of  the  above  mafs 
taken. 

One  copious,  confiftent,  dark  coloured  ftool. 

Conlinuentur piluU  aloeticit. 

Light  nourilhing  diet  to  be  ufed. 


4 


March 
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March  4th.  Fifty  grains  of  the  aloetic  mafs  have 
been  taken. 

One  ftool,  confiding  of  many  fcybala  floating  in  a 
dark  coloured  fetid  fluid,  has  been  paflbd. 

Continuentur  pilu/te  aloetica. 

  5th.    I  found  the  involuntary  motions  as 

defcribed,  but  was  informed  that  they  had  been  lefs 
violent  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  afternoon. 

Swelling  and  hardnefs  of  abdomen  fomewhat  fub- 
Tided— a  fcanty  alvine  difcharge  has  taken  place.  The 
ftool  was  fluid,  and  approaching  the  natural  appear- 
ance—forty-five  grains  of  the  aloetic  mafs  have  been 
taken. 

Continuetur  piluU  aloetict. 

 6th.    Forty  grains  of  the  aloetic  mafs  have 

been  taken — one  ftool  rather  fluid,  but,  in  refped  of 
appearance,  more  natural  than  hitherto — appetite  ftill 
keen — involuntary  motions  ceafed  laft  night,  during 
ileep. 

Recipe — Gummi  aloes  drachmam  unam, 
Calomelanost 
Saponis,  Jingulorutn  fcrupulum  unum, 

Mucilagmis  gummi  arabica  quantum  fatis  Jit,  ut  fat 
maffa,  quam  divide  in  pilulas  viginti  aquales^  quorum  fumat  duas 
»mni  hihorio  ad  quintam  vicem. 


March 
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March  7th.  Fourteen  pills  taken— one  copious, 
confiftent.  dark,  and  fetid  ftool— an  eafy  night- 
motions  fufpended  during  fleep  are  weaker  and  more 
regular  this  morning. 

Sumat  quid  reliqtii  ftt pilularum  heri  prafcriptarum. 

 8th.   The  fix  pills  taken — two  ftools  of  dark 

colour,  and  in  part  of  a  clayey  confidence,  adhering 
to  the  fides  of  the  containing  veflel— eye  is  more  lan- 
guid, and  cheeks  paler  than  ufual.  She  cannot  as 
yet  articulate — an  eafy  night  without  motion — mouth 
fomewhat  pained  with  mercurial  fetor  of  the  breath. 

Recipe — Foliorum  fennce  drachmas  tres, 
Cremoris  tartari, 

ExtraBi  glycirrhi'za,  ftngulorum  drachmam  unam. 
Infunde  per  horam  in  aqutt  fervidt  unciis  duodecim. 
Sumat  infujt  colati  quartam  partem  omni  bihorio. 
Habeat  cyathum  unum  vel alterum  vtnt,  (Port,)  indies. 

 9th.   Alvine  difcharge  fimilar  to  the  laft, 

but  more  copious — a  quiet  night. 

Recipe — Calomelanos  grana  fex^ 
Pulveris  jalapay 

Saponis^fingulorum  grana  decern^ 
Muciiaginis  gummi  arabici  quantum  fatis  Jity  at  Jiant 
piluU  fex  vefpere  fnmenda. 
Recipe-— Soda  tartarifata  drachmas  quatuor^ 
Foliorum  fenng  drachmas  duas^ 

Ex[ra6li 
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Extraai glycirrhizt  drachmam  unam, 
Aqua  fervidce  uncias  duodecim. 
Fiat  mfufum,  eras  mane,  quatuor  vicibus  fumendum-^Conlinue. 
tur  vinum. 

March  10th.  Pills  taken— vomiting  fucceeded  the 
third  dofe  of  the  infufion,  on  account  of  which  it 
was  intermitted. 

One  fluid  fetid  dark  green  coloured  ftool,  accom- 
panied with  much  flatus — fulnefs  of  abdomen  more 
fubfided — eyes  more  lively,  and  lome  colour  in  the 
cheek — a  good  night — mouth  eafier. 

Continuetur  vinum;  et  vefpere fiimat  quid reliquijit  infuji, 

  11th.     Infufion  not  taken — no  ftool — an 

indifferent  night.    She  feems,  by  defcription,  to  have 

laboured  for  a  fliort  time,  under  general  rigidity  

and  has  been  given  to  involuntary  laughter — mvo- 
luntary  motions  more  violent  at  times — food  taken. 

Recipe— Gambogia  fcrupulum  unum, 
^aponis  grana  decemy 

Mucilaginis  gummi  arabici  quantum  fatis  Jit,  ut  Jiant 
pilulce  oBo. 

Sumat  duas  omnibihorioy  et  vefpere  quid  reliquijit  infuji fenna. 
  1 2  th.    Continuetur  vinum. 

Being  fickened  by  the  pills,  four  of  them  only 
were  given,  and  the  infufion  was  not  given — flie  is 

much 
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"Urnch  as  yefterday  j  but  the  rigidity  and  involuntary 
laughter  have  not  recurred — no  ftool. 

Recipe — TinBuree  jalapa  uncias  duas  ;  cujus  fumat  quantum  ca- 
^'ptat  cochleare' parmuniy  ex^ctqua,  omni  bora. 
Continuetur  vinum. 

March  13th.  Two  thirds  of  the  tinflure  taken — a 
fluid  ftool  more  natural  than  hitherto — no  ficknefs — 
a  quiet  night — motions  lefs  frequent  and  lefs  violent. 

Recipe — Calomelanos  grana  fex, 

Pulveris  jalape  grana  duodecim^ 

Fiat  pulvis,  vefpere  fumendus. 
Recipe— Toliortim  fennee,  drachmas  tres, 

ExtraSh'  glycirrhizee  dracbmam. 
Infunde  in  aqua  fervida  unciis  duodecim,  quartim  furnat  quartain 
partem  omni  bora  eras  mane, 
Continuetur  vinum. 

 l^-th.  A  quiet  night ;  under  greater  invo- 
luntary agitation  than  yefterday — gripes  and  vomit- 
ing fucceeded  the  third  dofe  of  the  infufion — a  co- 
pious ftool  of  a  light  green  colour,  fluid  and  fetid. 

Repetatur  pulvist  ut  heri ;  et  eras  mane  fumat  quid  reliqui fit 
infufi. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

— —  15th.  A  copious,  partly  fluid,  green-colour- 
ed, and  highly  fetid  ftool— flight  naufea  after  the  in- 

s  fufion 
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fufion — an  indifFerent  night — motions  continue  vio- 
lent— food  taken. 

Recipe — Safionis, 

Aloes,  ulr'iufque  drachmam,  forma  in  pilulas  triginta, 
quanim  fumat  riuas  omni  bora. 
Habeat  enema,  quod  domi pararifolet,  vefperc. 
Continuetur  vinum. 

March  16th.  A  better  night — fcanty  evacuation 
after  the  injeflion — a  copious  feculent  one  this  morn- 
ing— motions  lefs  violent. 

Continuentur pilula  ut  heri,  et  vinum. 

Repetatur  enema,  et  fumat  phofphatis  foda  drachmas  duas  e  juj- 
culo  bovino,  omni  trihorio. 

.  17th,     The  remaining  ten  pills,  and  an 

ounce  and  a  half  of  the  phofphat  of  foda  have  been 
taken — injedion  not  well  received  —one  fcanty,  fe- 
culent ftool — an  eafy  night — fulnefs  of  abdomen  con- 
tinues, and  motions  are  lefs  violent. 

Sumat  maffcE  pilularum  ex  aloe  cum  co locynt hide .  gr ana  daode- 
c'lm,  omni  trihono. 
Repetatur  enema, 

Continuentur phofphas  foda:  et  vinum. 

 18th.    Half  a  drachm  of  the  above  mafs, 

•and  half  an  ounce  of  phofphas  fodas  taken— injec- 
tion better  received— a  large  feculent  ftool,  in  con- 

fiftence 
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fiftence  approaching  to  coftive,  has  been  paffed — a 
reftlefs  night — motions  lefs  violent,  and  articulation 
at  times  diftindl — abdomen  ftill  full. 

Continuenlur  pilulx,  phofphas  foda,  enema,  el  vinum  ul  hen. 
Habeat  tiriBurj:  -opii gutias  duodecimo  vefpere. 

March  19th.  One  fcruple  of  the  mafs  of  pills, 
and  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  phofphas  fodse  have  been 
taken — injedion  retained  for  fome  time — a  (tool,  co- 
pious as  that  of  yefterday — flept  during  the  firft  part 
of  the  night — reftlefs  with  much  agitation,  in  the 
morning,  but  at  eleven  A.  M.  more  calm,  and  mo- 
tions lefs  violent. 

Continuenlur  pilul a,  phofphas  foda,  enema  ct  vinum. 

Omittaluf  tinBura  opii. 

'  20th.  A  reftlefs  night — involuntary  mo- 
tions more  violent ;  but  countenance  clear,  and  eyes 
lively — fulnefs  of  abdomen  conrinucs — feculent  dif- 
charge  of  more  natural  appearance,  but  more  fcanty. 

Sumat  tartritis  potaffe  et  fodce  unciam  unam  e  jufculo  bovino  par- 
titis  vicibus. 

Omittantar  enema,  pilula  ex  aloe  cum  co/ocynthidc,  et  phofphas 
fodce. 


 2 1  ft.    A  better  night — motions  more  ftaid 

,  —a  copious  alvine  evacuation,  fomewhat  coftive — 

s  2  fulnefs 
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fulnefs  of  abdomen  not  diminifhed — food  and  -wine 
taken. 

Capiat  tres  bi/ulas  ex  aloe  et  calomelane,  in  die  tnenjts  fexta  pra- 
fcriptum  ejl. 

Continuetur  vinum, 

Repelatur  tariris  potajja  el  foda,  ut  heru 

March  2 2d.  Nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  as  yefter- 
day. 

Contbmcnlur  pilulce,  tartris  potajfce  et  fodce  et  vinum,  ut  heri. 

 2Sd.  A  reftlefs  night — motions  more  ir- 
regular and  violent — a  fcanty  and  unnatural  ftool — 
fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues — -looks  improve — but 
Ihe  appears  to  be  thinner,  and  mufcular  flefli  to  be 
more  flaccid. 

Capiat  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  calomelane  duas  omni  bihorio—necnon 

taj'lritis  potajfce  et  foda  unciam  unam,  e  jtifculo  bovino  partitis  vici- 
hus. 

 24th.    An  indifferent  night,  but  motions 

more  (laid.  Fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues^ — co- 
pious alvine  difcharge,  partly  of  a  natural,  and  part- 
ly of  a  clayey  tough  confidence — fix  pills  and  the 
Rochelle  falts  taken. 

Sumat  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  calomelane  tres  omni  bihorio  ad  tertiam 
vicem — necnon  tartritis  potajpe  et  fodiC  unciam  tmam,  ejure  bovino 
partitis  vicibus. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

March 
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March  25th.  A  better  night — motions  more 
ftaid,  ceafe  now  altogether  during  fleep — articulation 
improves,  and  looks  continue  lively — fulnefs  of  low- 
er abdomen  unchanged— a  copious  alvine  difcharge, 
feces  are  more  natural,  hard,  and  in  detached  pieces, 
fomething  refembling  fcybala. 

Sutnat  omni  hihorio  majja  pilularum  ex  aloe  et  colocynthide grana 
oBo. 

Repetatur  tartrilis  potaffe  et fodce  uncia  una. 

Continuetur  vinum — orniltantur  pilulce  ex  aloe  et  calomelane. 

 26th.  A  good  night — involuntary  mo- 
tions and  fulnefs  of  abdomen,  as  laft  dcfcribed — fe- 
venty  grains  of  the  pills,  and  the  Rochelle  falts 
taken. 

Copious  fluid  alvine  difcharge. 

Sumat  pulveris  jalapce  compojtti^fcrupulum  unurn  ovmi  trihorio. 
Repetatur  tartris  potaffce  et  fodce^  necnon  vinum, 
Omittantur  pilulce  ex  aloe  et  colocynthide. 

 27th.    Three  dofes  of  the  powder,  and 

the  ounce  of  Rochelle  falts  taken — copious  evacua- 
tion of  feces,  of  natural  appearance,  and  for  the 
firft  time,  of  natural  form — a  good  night,  with  much 
refrefliing  fleep— involuntary  motions  lefs  violent 
'  than  hitherto. 

Repetatur  pulvis  jalapce  compoftlus,  necnon  tartris  potajfce  et 
fodae  ut  hcri^continuetur  v  num. 

s  3  March 
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March  28th.  A  good  night— motions  flill  lefs 
violent— looks  are  cheerful— a  copious,  natural,  and 
well-formed  alvine  difcharge. 

Sumat  puheris  ja/apa  compofui  fcrupulos  duos,  ter  indies— nec- 
non  tartritis  potajfa  etfodce  unciam  et  dimidiam,  e  jure  bovino  par- 
tttis  vicibus.    Continuelur  vinutn. 


29th.    Jalap  and  Rochelle  falts  taken — a 


quiet  night — motions  as  yefterday — a  natural,  but  a 
lefs  formed,  and  lefs  copious  alvine  difcharge. 

Recipe-^  P ulveris  jalapce  compoftti,  drachmas  duas,  in  dofes  tre-F 
divifasi 

Sumat  unamjlalim,  el  alteram  vefpere ;  necnon  tartritis  pota^ce 
etfodie,  drachmas  fex,  e  jure  bovino,  interdiu. 
Conlinuetur  vinum. 


30th.    In  refped  of  fleep,  motions,  and 


Olivine  evacuations,  as  yefterday — appears  to  lofe 
flefh,  and  looks  are  more  wan — articulation  does 
not  improve. 

Recipe — Puheris  jalapce  drachmam  unam. 

Divide  in  dofes  fex,  quorum fumat  unam  omnt  bihorio. 
Sumat  etiam  tartritis  potajps  et  fqdce  drachmas  fex  e  jufculo  bo- 
vino. 

Continuelur  vinum. 

Omittatur  pulvis  jalapce  campofitus. 


■  —  31ft.    Medicines,  wine,  and  full  nourilh- 

ment  taken — wan  looks  and  enfeebled  ftate,  continue 
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—a  good  night,  much  quiet  fleep  -  motions  weakei' 
and  more  under  command,  than  hitherto— a  very 
copious  alvine  evacuation,  in  part  cortive,  and  not 
fo  natural  in  appearance  as  late  ones. 

Recipe  Puheris  jalape,  drachnvm  unam  et  dimidiam  in  dofes 

fax  divifam  ;  fumat  unam  omni  bihorio. 
Repetatur  tartris  potajfce  et  fodx  ut  fupra,  et  continuetur  vinum. 

April  1ft.  Thefalts,  and  five  dofes  of  the  pow- 
der taken—alvine  difcharge  and  fymptoms,  as  yef- 
terday. 

Repetatur pulvis  jalapa,  necnon  tartris potaja  et  fodt.  Continu- 
etur vinum. 

 2d.  Salts  and  five  powders  taken — coun- 
tenance frefh — looks  lively — motions  ftill  more  un- 
der command. 

Recipe — Puheris  jalapce^  drachmas  duas  ; 

Divide  in  dofes  fex,  fumat  unam  quater  indies. 
Repetatur  tartris  potaffx  et  fodce. 
Continuetur  vinum. 

 3d.    The  falts  and  five  powders  taken — 

copious,  feculent,  confiftent,  and  natural  alvine  dif- 
charge. 

Continuentur  vinum  et  pulvis  jalapity  ut  hen'. 
Omittatur  tartris  potajfa  et fodce. 


April 
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y^pril  4th.  Five  powders  taken— alvinp  ev^cua.- 
tionas  yeaerday— a  quiet  night,  refrefting  fleep— 
Ihe  walks  with  a  fleady,  but  rather  feeble  ga|t— in- 
voluntary motions,  but  to  no  extent,  of  the  fuperior 
extremities  continue,  thofe  of  the  trunk  of  the  body 
are  gone — fulnefs  of  abdomen  almoft  fubfided. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalap£,  fcrupulum  unum  ter  indies.  Inlenml. 
tattir  vinutn. 

Multum  apricetur,  ccelo,  nunc  tetiiporis^  benignp  exijlente. 

 5th,  Four  fcruples  of  the  powder  of  ja- 
lap taken  ;  ficknefs  and  flight  vomiting— natural,  al- 
vine  evacuation — fulnefs  of  abdomen  gone — njotipns 
regular  and  voluntary — power  of  articulation  much 
recovered— looks  lively  ;  flie  enjoyed  the  open  air 
much,  and  flie  walked  a  little. 

Sumat  omni  mane,  pulveris  jalapa:  fcrupulum  unum. 

 ■  9th.    Eyes  clear — countenance  exprefllve 

of  vivacity — power  of  articulation  recovered — mo- 
tions regular  and  voluntary — daily  alvine  evacuation 
in  full,  quantity — ftools  are  formed,  confident,  and  in 
all  refpedts  natural. 

Sumat  omni  mane,  pulveris  jalapa  gran  a  decern. 

 17th.    Finding  my  patient  fully  conva- 

iefced,  the  belly  regular,  the  feces  formed,  and  of 
natural  appearance,  J  recommended  exercife  in  the 

open 
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open)  4^9.  ^nd!  fcefli  vfiget^bles,  in  djels;,  and.  I  inti- 


On  the  eighth  day  of  the  following  month,  (May) 
I  pafTed  near  to  the  houfe  where  n:,iy  late  patient,  Ann 
Rofs  lived.  Curiofity  led  me  to  enquire  for  her. 
She  was  employed  in  work ;  rtie  was  abundantly 
mufcular  and  a£live,  and  flie  approached  me  in  a 
cheerful,  playful  manner. 

This  has  proved  the  mofl  protrafted  cafe  of  cho- 
rea, under  the  treatment  by  purgatives,  that  has  oc- 
curred to  me  ;  which  may  be  owing,  in  part,  t:)  the 
duration  of  the  complaint,  before  I  faw  the  patient, 
and  in  part,  to  her  fex.  The  ftrong  and  repeated 
purgatives  that  were  given,  are  a  proof  that  the  con- 
ftipation  was  great ;  and  the  almoft  daily  alvine  eva- 
cuation, and  the  nature  of  the  ftools,  fhew  the  ac- 
cumulation of  feculent  matter,  to  have  been  abun- 
dant and  offenfive.  My  dire£lions  in  the  condu£l  of 
this  cafe,  were  faithfully  compHed  with,  by  an  an- 
xious 
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xious  and  fenfible  mother,  whom  I  encouraged  to 
perfevere  in  the  exhibition  of  purgatives,  by  pofitive 
affurances,  that  a  perfed  recovery  was  to  be  obtain- 
ed ;  while  my  Httle  patient  was  enticed  to  compliance, 
ky  occafional  prefents,  fuited  to  her  time  of  life. 


Royal 
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Royal  Infirmary^  April  25th  1805, 

ELIZABETH  WEBSTER,  JEtath  9. 

Is  fubjeft  to  conftant  irregular  and  involuntary 
motions  of  both  the  fuperior  and  inferior  extremities ; 
but  the  left  arm  and  leg  appear  lefs  affefted  than  the 
right.  The  trunk  of  the  body  is  alfo  frequently  af- 
fected by  thefe  irregular  motions,  and  t^iere  is  con- 
ftant grinding  of  the  teeth  during  fleep,  when  thefe 
motions  are  fufpended,  and  flie  appears  calm  and 
eafy. 

This  complaint  has  exifted  for  about  five  weeks, 
and  fmce  the  2d  of  April  flie  has  been  under  a  regu- 
lar courfe  of  purgative  medicines,  which  have  had 
various  effefts,  but  have  given  no  relief  of  fymptoms  ; 
had  two  fpoiled  teeth  extracted,  and  on  the  22d  in- 
ftant  (he  palTed  a  worm  of  the  lumbricus  kind,  about 
ten  inches  in  length  ;  her  appetite  is  good,  and  food 
is  reliflied ;  her  abdomen  is  foft,  without  fulnefs  ; 
power  of  articulation  nearly  fufpended. 

Recipe — Suhmuriatts  hydrargyri  dracbmam  dimidiatnf 
Sacchari  albi  drachmam  unam, 

Optime 
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Optime  terantur,  et  in  pnheres  decern  cequales  dividanlur.  Su- 
mat  unum  omni  bihorio  ad  quint  am  viLem. 

Recipe — Tar  Iritis  fodte  el  potajfce  drachmas  fex, 

Jufculi  bovini  lihram  unam. 
Sit  folutio  partitis  vicibus  forbenda. 


April  27th.  A  rather  fcanty  alvine  evacuation, 
fluid  partly  of  natural  appearance,  and  partly  of  a 
greenifh  colour,  not  fetid  -  has  paffed  a  bad  night, 
with  but  little  fleep — five  of  the  powders,  and  about 
half  of  the  beef-tea  taken. 

Conttnuetur  fuhmurias  hydrargyria  ut  heri. 
Recipe — TmElurce  jalapce, 

Syrufii,  utriujque  drachmas  tresy 

Aqu<x  unciam  unam. 
Sit  haujlus  eras  mane  fumendus. 
Intermittatur  tartris  fod£  et  pota[fce. 


 28th.    Has  had  three  flools,  of  a  deep 

green  colour  and  fetid — the  difcharge  upon  the  whole 
is  fcanty — has  paffed  a  better  night,  and  this  morn- 
ing the  involuntary  motions  are  lefs  general  .and  lefs 
violent — vomiting  fucceeded  the  firft  dofe  of  the 
mixture — five  powders  taken. 

Recipe — Fulveris  radicis  jalapce^ 

Sacchari  rubri,  titriufque  drachmam  unam, 
Tere  intirrie  et  divide  in  dofes  duodecim. 

Sumat  unam  fecunda  vel  tertia  quaque  hora  }  fupra  prcefcriptis 
omiffts, 

3  April 


CHOREA.  285 

Apftl  2^th.  T=ias  paffed  a  quiet  niglit,  enjoying 
foft  fleep— has  had  ten  ftools— the  feces  upon  the 
whole  are  abundant,  of  a  light  greenifti  colour,  part- 
ly fluid,  and  partly  fomewhat  in  feparate  knots,  ap- 
proaching in  appearance  to  fcybala;  thefe  evacua- 
tions are  highly  fetid  -  the  convulfive  motions  are 
ftill  more  flayed  and  lefs  violent — nine  powders,  ta- 
ken without  reludtance,  have  been  given. 

'ContirtuitUr  pukis  Jaidpt  ut  heri prcefcriptum. 

•  s  ■  ■  ■■■  .  30th.  Alvine  difcharge,  in  relpefl  of 
quantity,  cannot  be  afcertained,  feces  having  been 
voided  without  notice  in  bed  ;  but  on  the  whole  they 
hive  not  been  fo  abundant  as  yefterday  ;  they  are  of 
a  lighter  colour  and  fetid— involuhtat-y  motions  ftill 
Ifefs  violent — appetite  for  food  abates— thirfty — arti- 
culation ftill  fufpended,  and  deglutition  is  difficult. 

Habeat  vini  rubn\ 

Aquce^  utriufque  uncias /ex. 

Sumat  unciam^fuhihde. 

May  ift.  Four  fetid  ftools,  but  rather  of  more 
natural  appearance,  lince  yefterday  ;  evacuation  on 
the  whole  copious,  has  been  voided  without  notice — 
abdomen  feems  more  diftended — involuntary  motions 
ftill  abate— pulfe  is  feeble,  and  looks  are  father  lan- 
guid, and  mufcular  flefli  apparently  wafted— appe- 
tite 
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tite  ftill  indifferent— eight  powders  taken,  and  wine 
reliflied. 

Habeat  jufcult  bovini  libram  et  dimidianiy  indies^ 
Recipe — Submurialu  hydrargyria 

Sacchariy  utriufque  gratia  tria. 
Sit pulvis  vefpere  porrigendils. 

Cominuetur  puhis  jalapce,  cujus  fumat  do/em,  omni  trihorio. 
Repetatur  vinum. 

May  2d.  The  powder  of  the  evening,  and  twelve 
of  jalap  taken — flie  appears  more  languid,  and  ex- 
conations  of  different  parts  of  the  furface,  and 
fome  of  confiderable  extent,  have  appeared  in  fuc- 
ceffion  for  two  days  pafl— pulfe  at  the  wrift  is  feeble, 
and  furface  is  difpofed  to  be  cold — no  ftool — urine 
paifed  infenfibly — wine  has  been  relifhed,  and  little 
food  taken — has  had  an  indifferent  night — involun- 
tary motions  as  lafl  defcribed. 

Recipe — Vini  rubri  uncias  o6ioy 

ySquee  uncias  /ex. 
Sit  mijlura  partitis  vicibus  indies  fumenda. 

Injiciantur  per  anum  enematis  domejlici  unciee  decern  ;  dein  acci- 
piat  per  anum,  omm  trihorio^  juris  bovini  uncias  quatuor  ;  in  hunc 
Jinem  habeat  jufculi  bovini  lihras  tres  ;  necnon  jijiulam  armatam, 

Curentur  partes  excoriatce  more  folito* 

Intermittaiur  pulvis  jalapce. 


 3d.    A  ftool  previous  to  the  injedion, 

pretty  copious,  of  a  dark  green  colour,  and  fetid  ;  a 

fmaller 
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fmaller  one  after  the  houfe  injedion  ;  thofe  of  beef- 
tea  have  been  retained— has  had  a  better  night,  and 
appears  fomewhat  revived — motions  as  defcribed — 
wine  relifhed,  and  a  little  beef-tea  has  been  fwaU 
lowed. 

Recipe — Magnefice  ujlt  drachmas  duas, 

Fulveris  jalapa  drachmam  uriam, 
Mucilaginis  Gummi  Arabici^ 
Syrupi, 

Aquce  cinamomi Jtngulorum  fern  unciam. 
Probe  mijlis  offunde. 

Aquce  uncias  quatuor  cum  femijfe.  M'tfturce  agitatce  porrigatur 
uncia  una,  ter  indies. 

Continuentur  vinum  et  jufculum  bovinum,  ut  ben. 

May  4th.  Three  dofes  of  the  mixture  taken — 
injections  of  beef-tea  have  been  continued  and  re- 
tained— fome  beef-tea  and  a  little  food  have  alfo  been 
taken — wine  is  relifhed — one  pretty  copious  green 
coloured  and  fetid  (tool  palled  in  bed—  excoriations 
mend. 

Continuentur  mijlura  e  magnejui,  vinum,  el  enemata  e  jufculo  bo' 
vino. 

'  5th.    Four  flools.  of  a  dark  green  colour 

and  fetid  fmell ;  the  evacuation  upon  the  whole  has 
been  copious,  and  pafled  in  bed — fpafmodic  motions 
ceafe  altogether  at  times,  and  again  return  with  fome 

violence 
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vi6!en(je^has  paffed  an  indifFdrerit  hig-Wt^ppetite 
toends. 

^ContiYiuetitur  vtrium,  jus  'bavkiim^et  mijhra  'e  ^tia^ejta. 

A  night  nurfe. 


May  6th.  Has  faffed  a  godd  lilght— Ifivdkn- 
tary  motions  as  laH  deferibed,  %lth  Ibnger  intervals 
between  different  attacks — appetite  more  improved, 
and  excoriations  more  difpofed  to  heal — four  alvine 
evacuations,  confiftent,  dark,  and  fetid  j  on  the  whole 
in  fmall  quantity. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrarg yriy 

Sacchari,  ulriufque  grana /ex. 
Sit  pvlvis  vefpere  fumendus. 

Continuetur  mijlura  e  magnejia,  ut  fupra  prcefcriptum^  addita 
pulveris  jalcpce  drachma. 

Continuentur  vinum  etjujculiim  bovinum. 

• — 7th.  Has  paffed  an  eafy  'night— irre^ar 
fpafmodic  motions  are  now  but  little  p'erdeiVdd— ti|)- 
petite  continues  to  improve — expreffion  of  couh'te- 
nance  is  more  Hvely — piilfe  calm,  and  firmer  'than 
hitherto — excoriations  healing — alvine  evacuation  of 
a  lighter  colour,  lefs  fetid,  and  alfo  lefs  copious  than 
for  feme  days  paft — calomel  given,  and  mixture  as 
prefcribed  taken. 

Recipe — Phofphat's  fodee  drachmas  quatuor  e  juris  bovim  tinciis 
fex  Jumetldas, 

Continueter 
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Contmietur  tnijlura  e  magnejia  et  jalapa. 

Habeat  vinum  et  jus  bovinum,  ut  fupra  prafcriptum  ejl. 

May  8th.  Involuntary  motions  nearly  gone- 
appetite  good — a  quiet  night — fenfible  to  the  flimu- 
lus  of  urine  and  of  feces  ;  the  latter  has  been  paffed 
in  abundance,  is  partly  fluid  and  feculent,  partly 
fcybalous  and  of  a  greenifh  colour,  and  flill  fetid — 
wine  is  relifhed — falts  and  mixture  taken,  as  pre- 
fcribed. 

Repetatur  pbofphas  fodce. 

Conttnuetur  mijlura  e  magnejia  et  jalapa,  necnon  vinum. 
Inlermittantur  enemata  e  jufculo  bovino. 

•  9th.  Alvine  evacuation  more  in  quanti- 
ty, feculent,  of  natural  colour,  with  lefs  fetor — ir- 
regular motions  nearly,  if  not  altogether  gone — good 
night — mixture,  and  falts,  and  full  allowance  of  nou- 
rifliment  taken. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor  tantum,  quibus  admifccantur 
aquce  uncia  quatuor. 

Continuentur  adbuc  cathartica. 

  10th.  Involuntary  motions  have  not  re- 
curred— deglutition  is  free,  and  (he  begins  to  articu- 
late— flools  feculent,  and  natural  in  appearance  and 
fmell. 

T  ContinuetuP 
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Continuetur  vinum,  necnon  mljlura  e  mognefta,  adempto  pulvere 
jalopce. 

Omittatur  phofphas  Jodie. 

May  11th.  The  alvine  difcharge  fince  yefter- 
day  is  abundant,  fluid,  of  a  greenifli  colour,  and 
nxore  fetid  than  the  lad— excoriations  are  healed— 
pulfe  firm  and  regular— difpofition  to  coldnefs  of  the 
furface  has  gradually  yielded— fkin  now  of  natural 
heat. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyria 

Sacchari,  utritifque  grana  quinque. 
Sit  puhis  eras  prima  mane  fumendus. 
Continuetur  niijlura  e  magnejia, 

1 2th.    A  more  copious  and  more  natural 


{tool — continues  convalefcent. 

Habeat  omni  mane  puheris  radicis  jalapce  grana  quindecim, 
cum  totidem  facchari  rubri. 

Intermillantur  mijlura  e  magnefta,  et  vinum. 

14th.    The  alvine  evacuation  of  yefterday 


and  of  this  day  abundant,  fluid,  and  without  pecu- 
liar  fetor— pulfe  regular  and  firm-articulation  not 
farther  recovered. 

Habeat  puheris  jalaps  grana  fex  tantum,  indies. 


May 
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May  17th.  For  two  mornings  laxative  powder 
not  given — alvine  evacuation  continues  fufEciently 
copious,  of  natural  appearance,  and  fluid— appetite 
good,  but  flefli  and  ftrength  are  flowly  recovered — 
articulation  ftill  fufpended — pulfe  calm — good  nights. 

Intennitlatur  puhis  jalapce. 


1 8th.     Pretty  •  copious  alvine  difcharge 


from  fix  motions,  more  fetid  than  for  two  days 
pafl: — confiderable  fulnefs  of  abdomen  is  ftill  per- 
ceived. 

Recipe — Submuriatis  hydrargyri  grana  quatuor, 

Puiveris  jalapce. 

Saccharic  utriiifque  grana  oBo. 
Sit  pulvis,  eras  prima  mane,fumendus, 
Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  quatuor. 


19th.    A  more  copious  alvine  evacuation, 


ftill  fetid,  with  flight  fulnefs  of  abdomen— fponta- 
neous  vomiting  of  contents  of  ftomach  this  morning, 
preceded  by  ficknefs — wine  reliflied. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  pulvis,  heri prefer iptus,  et  repetaiur  vinum. 


20th.    Since  taking  the  powder,  a  rather 


fcanty  alvine  evacuation  has  taken  place  ;  it  is  fecu- 
lent,  fluid,  and  fetid— fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues 
— wine  reliflied. 


T  a 
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Recipe — Iiifuji  fenne  uncias  duas, 

ExtraBi  Glycyrrhi%ce  drachmam. 
Solve  pro  cathartico  quam  pritnum  fumendo. 
Vefpere  accipiat  encmatis  domejlici  uncias  duodecim. 

May  21ft.  The  infufion  was  taken,  and  the 
injedion  was  foon  returned  without  feces — the  alvine 
evacuation  on  the  whole  fince  yefterday  has  been  co- 
pious, and  fetid,  and  of  a  dark  colour,  with  fcybala 
interniixed  ;  for  fome  days  flic  has  appeared  more 
wan,  and  feems  to  have  loft  in  refped  of  flefti — the 
wine  is  reliftied,  and  food  taken — no  return  of  invo- 
luntary motions. 

Recipe — Infuji fenna  uncias  duas  cum  femijjey 

TinBurce  jalapce  drachmas  tres, 

ExtraBi  glycyrrhi%<t  drachmam. 
Sit  miflura  cujus fumat  uttciam,  omni  hora. 
Vefpere  accipiat,  per  anum,  enematis  fetidi  uncias  f ex. 

.  ,  22d.    The  alvine  evacuation,  in  refped 

of  quantity  and  appearance,  as  yefterday,  unlefs  per- 
haps it  is  more  of  the  natural  colour  ;  it  contains  a 
few  fcybala,  and  is  ftill  fetid— the  injedion  was  re- 
tained nearly  five  hours,  when  it  was  voided,  accom- 
panied with  much  flatus— pulfe  towards  90,  and 
firmer— abdomen  feems  lefs  diftended— food  and 
wine  reliflied. 

Repetatur  infufum  fenna  cum  tinBura  jalapce;  necnon  enema 
fetUum  vefpere.  Continuetur 
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Continuetur  vinum. 
Omittantur  alia. 

May  23d.  The  alvine  evacuation  is  more  co- 
pious, of  a  darker  colour,  and  fetid — the  injeftion, 
retained  four  hours,  was  voided  along  with  feculent 
matter  and  much  flatus — fulnefs  and  tenfion  of  belly 
continue  to  abate — appetite  for  food  flags,  but  wme 
is  relifhed— pulfe  about  90,  and  feeble— fhe  feems  to 
lofe  in  refpe£t  of  flefh  and  ftrength. 

Habcat  quam  primum  juris  bovini  libras  duas  ;  cujus  injiciantur 
uncia  fex  per  antim,  omni  bihorio. 

Sera  noBe  fumat  bolutn  jalapte  compofiuim  ,•  et  eras  mane  repcta- 
tiir  infufum  fenna  cum  iinBura  jalapce. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

 24th.  Alvine  evacuation,  fmce  yefterday, 

is  lefs  copious,  fluid  and  fetid — inje£tions  of  beef-tea 
retained — pulfe  firmer,  and  more  food  taken. 

Rcpclatur  vrfperc  enema  fetidum,  ut  fupra  prafcriptum ;  eras 
mane  habcat  haujlttm  ex  oleo  ricini. 

Continuentur  vinum  et  enemata  e  jufculo  bovino. 

 25th.    A  feculent  fl:ool,  with  much  flatus, 

in  about  half  an  hour  from  receiving  the  injection  ; 
another  fmce  morning  ;  on  the  whole,  the  alvine  dif- 
charge  is  more  copious,  fluid,  and  of  nearly  natural 
colour,  but  fetid — appetite  continues  good — pulfe 

T  3  regular 
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regular  and  firm— fulnefs  of  abdomen  more  fubfided 
—had  a  vifit  from  a  brother  and  fifter,  both  children, 
in  whofe  company  {lie  appeared  delighted,  and,  by 
account,  converfed  with  them  freely  and  eafily ;  in 
their  abfence,  flie  refumes  her  ufual  dulnefs  and  ta- 
citurnity. 

Recifie — Oxidiferri  nigri purijicati grana  fex, 
Pulveris  jalape, 

Sacchari  rubri,  uiriufque  grana  quatuor. 
Sit  puhis,  ter  indies,  e  quovis  vehiculo,  fumendus. 
Repetatur  vinum. 

Intermittantw  enemaia  e  jufculo  bovino. 

May  28th.  The  alvine  difcharge,  from  the 
25th  till  yefterday,  has  been  nearly  as  defcribed,  but 
rather  fcanty — no  ftool  thefe  laft  24  hours— abdomen 
feems  fuller — feeblenefs  continues — food  and  wine 
relilhed. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  oElo  ;  fumat  duas  omni  bihorio. 
Recipe — TinBura  ajfa  fcetida  drachmas  duas, 

Aquce  tepide  uncias  oBo,  pro  enetJiate,  eras  mane  inji- 
ciendo,  ni  prius  foluta  fuerit  alvus. 
Intermittatur  interea  puhis  ex  'oxido  ferri  nigra. 
Continuetur  vinum. 

 29th.   Pills  being  taken  in  the  courfc  of 

the  night,  a  copious,  and,  for  the  firft:  time,  formed 
ftool  was  voided — the  injection  given,  and  as  yet 

without 
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without  farther  eflfea-fulnefs  of  abdomen,  and  par- 
ticularly  of  the  epigaftrium,  continues— pulfe  quick, 
foft  and  tolerably  firm. 

Repetantur  piluU  ahetic^z  ;  qmhus  fumptis,  repetatur  etlam  ene- 
ma  fatiduni. 

May  30th.  A  fcanty  ftool  in  the  afternoon  of 
yefterdav ;  fix  have  fince  occurred,  giving  on  the 
whole  a  copious  feculent,  fluid,  and  fetid  difcharge— 
the  injeaion  was  returned  accompanied  with  much 
flatus— fulnefs  of  abdomen  continues-appetite 
good. 

Hobeat  pilulas  aloelicas  quatuor  vcfpere  ;  eras  mane  rcpelatur 
enema  fostidttm. 

 ^3lft.    Has  had  feveral  fl:ools— the  eva- 


cuation on  the  whole  copious,  fluid  and  feculent,  and 
without  peculiar  fetor— belly  is  lefs  full— articula- 
tions diftinft,  and  flie  has  become  cheerful  and  play- 
ful. 

Habcat  pilulas  alocticas  trcs  Knilitm,  vefpere. 

June  ift:.  Several  natural  ftools— fulnefs  of  ab- 
domen continues— in  other  refpeds  apparently  well, 

Pilulas  aloeiicr.Sy  duas  tantum. 
Continuetur  vinum. 


 zd.    Rfpctantur  pilula  alociicg,  ct  vinum. 

T  4  'June 
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June         Filulain  aloeticam  unam  tantum,  vefperc. 


 ^th,    Repetatur  pilula  a/oettca. 

■  5th.  Fulnefs  of  abdomen  much  fubfided— 

ftools  natural — in  all  refpefts  convalefcent. 

Habeat  pilulam  aloeticam  fecunda  quaque  noBe. 
Intermittatur  vinum. 

 8th.    Regular  and  natural  ftools— flefli  and 

ftrength  regained  in  fome  degree. 

  11th.    Has  continued  well. 

Habeat  piliilas  aloeticas  viginti  quatuor. 

Signa,  one  to  be  taken  occafionally,  fo  as  a  regu- 
lar ftate  of  the  bowels  may  be  infured. 
Difmifled  cured. 


This  cafe  has  proved  equally  obftinate  with  that  of 
Ann  Rofs  ;  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  one  in  which  I  had 
the  greateft  reafon  to  defpair  of  fuccefs.  I  loft  all 
hope  more  than  once ;  and  I  expreffed  myfelf  to  this 

purpofe 
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purpofe  to  feveral  gentlemen  who  were  witneffes  of 
my  conduft,  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  my  failure. 
But  the  fteady  perfeverance  in  the  only  means  of" 
fafety,  fnatched  my  patient  from  danger,  and  muft 
convince  every  unprejudiced  perfon  of  the  utility  of 
purgative  medicines  in  chorea. 


Royal 
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Royal  Infirmary^  Feb.  3^,  1806. 

ELIZABETH  WEBSTER,  Mtat'u  10. 

For  fome  days  paft  flie  has  complained  of  general 
uneafinefs,  and  fome  degree  of  lalTitude,  and  yefter- 
day  the  mufcles  of  her  arms  were  obferved  to  be 
agitated  with  irregular  and  involuntary  motions — her 
looks  are  rather  wan — her  lower  abdomen  feels  hard 
and  prominent,  and,  by  account,  her  belly  has  been 
irregular  for  fome  tiine  paft,  owing  to  the  indifpofi- 
tion  of  her  grandfather,  with  whom  fhe  has  lived 
fmce  her  difmiffion  in  June  laft — her  appetite  is  fome- 
what  voracious. 

Habeat  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  colocynthide  duodecim, 
Sumat  duas  omtii  bihorio,  et  eras  mane,  pilulis  fumpUs, 
Infuji  fenne  uncias  duas. 

Feb.  4th.  Pills  and  infufion  have  been  taken  and 
as  yet  without  effeft. 

JS_ecipe  Tartritis  foda  et  potajfa  drachmas  qitatuor 

TinB'ira  fenna  compofttce  unciam  dimidiam, 
Infufi  lini  uncias  tresi 
Sit  folutio  quam  primum  futnenda. 

Feb. 
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Feb:  5th.  The  folutipn  taken,  was  followed  by 
a  pretty  copious  coftive  lumpy  ftool,  but  of  natural 
colour  and  not  fetid — ^fulnefs  of  abdomen  percepti- 
bly lefs. 

Habeatfera  noBe  fubmuritatis  hydrargyri  grana  fext 

^uheris  jalapce  grana  qiiindec  'im, 

Cras  prima  mane  infufi  fenna  uncias  tret. 

Ex  infufi  lini  uncias  /ex. 

  6th.    Only  one  flool,  rather  fcanty,  foft 

and  of  natural  appearance. 

 7th.    Has  had  a  more  copious  ftool,  con- 

fifting  partly  of  fluid  feces,  and  partly  detached,  con- 
fiftent  and  rather  to  appearance  hard  lumps — in 
other  refpedls  feces  are  natural. 

Recipe— ^Fulveris  radicis  jalapa  drachmam 

Sacchari  rubri  drachmam  dimidiam. 
Tere  intime  et  divide  in  dofes  fex,  quorum  fumat  imam  omni  (ri- 
horio. 

 8th.    Sicknefs  and  laflitude  are  abated — 

countenance  florid  and  of  healthy  appearance — by 
account  is  more  adive,  with  lefs  tendency  to  irregu- 
lar motions  of  the  right  arm  and  leg — appetite  is 
more  natural — alvine  evacuation  fmce  yefterday  re- 
fembles  that  laft  defcribed — all  the  powders  have 

been 
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been  taken — temporary  ficknefs  followed  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  laft. 

Recipe — Aquic  uncias  quinqucy 

Sacchari  albi  drachmas  duas, 

Tin&urte  jalapa  unciam. 
Sit  mijlura  cujus  fumat  unciam  omni  bihorio. 
Intermittantur  pulveres  jalapa. 

i\nimal  food  to  dinner. 

Feb.  9th.  Sicknefs  and  fpontaneous  vomiting, 
attributed  to  the  mixture — alvine  evacuation  has 
been  lefs  abundant,  and  is  fluid. 

Intermittatur  mifiura  cum  tinBura  jalapa. 

 •  10th.  No  flool — involuntary  motions  ap- 
parently gone. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  tres  vefpere  ; 
Cras prima  inane ,  infuji fennce  uncias  duas. 

.  ^  11th.  A  fcanty,  but  in  other  refpecls  na- 
tural flool. 

Habeat  vini  rubri  uncias  quatitor  indies. 
Repetantur  cathartica  ut  hen. 

 \2th.    Coniinuentur  cathartica. 

 13th.    Alvine  evacuation  has  been  fluid, 

otherwife  natural,  and  flie  has  continued  free  of  com- 
plaint. 

Recipe 
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Recipe— Pulveris  jalapce  drachmas  quatuor,  divide  in  dofes  oSio- 
decim  aquales. 

Laxative  powders  ;  one  to  be  given  at  any  time, 
when  appearance  of  coftivenefs  takes  place. 
Difmifled  cured. 


In  this  cafe  we  have  an  example  of  the  facility  with 
which  chorea  is  cured,  when  it  is  of  fhort  duration. 
Contrafted  with  the  former,  and  immediately  pre- 
ceding cafe  of  the  fame  patient,  it  clearly  proves  the 
truth  of  this  obfervation. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  James  Home,  Profeffor  of  Materia  Medica 
and  of  Pharmacy,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh, 
has  favoured  me  with  the  following  valuable  and  in- 
terefting  communication.  His  candid  and  polite 
manner  of  making  it,  adds  to  my  obligations  to  him 
on  this  occafion. 

Edinburgh, 
Oft.  II,  1805. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  heard  with  great  pleafure,  that  you  are 
now  pubHfliing  an  account  of  the  good  effefts  of 
purgatives,  in  the  cure  of  fome  difeafes.  I  take  the 
liberty  of  fending  you  therefore,  an  abftraft  of  two 
cafes  of  chorea,  which  occurred  in  the  clinical  ward, 
and  which  fhew  in  a  very  ftriking  manner,  the  good 
effedls  of  purgatives  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe.  To 
thefe  cafes  you  are  certainly  well  entitled,  becaufe,  as 
this  mode  of  curing  chorea  was  entirely  new  to  me, 
and  contrary  to  my  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe, the  treatment  of  thefe  cafes,  was,  if  you  re- 
colled,  entirely  conducted  upon  your  fuggeftion.  I 

intended 
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intended  alfo  to  have  fent  you  a  very  remarkable  hif- 
tory  of  the  good  efFeds  of  purgatives,  in  a  very  bad 
cafe  of  typhus,  in  which  they  were  employed  at 
your  fuggeftion,  but  iiniuckily  I  cannot  at  prefent 
find  it. 

I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient  Servant, 
James  Home. 


To  Dr.  James  Hamilton,  7 
Physician,  Edinburgh.  3 


MARGARET 
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MARGARET  JAMESON, 

Was  admitted  into  the  clinical  ward,  upon  the 
10th  of  May,  1804.  She  was  fixteen  years  of 
age,  and  of  a  fangulne  temperament.  About  three 
months  ago,  previous  to  which  flie  had  been  in 
good  heakh,  fome  involuntary  motions  were  firfl 
obferved,  in  her  left  arm  and  leg.  Thefe,  about 
a  fortnight  ago,  changed  to  the  right  fide.  At 
prefent,  thefe  involuntary  motions  are  fo  confider- 
able,  that  fhe  can  hardly  walk,  and  cannot  feed 
herfelf.  They  ceafe  during  fleep,  which  however, 
is  much  difturbed.  Pulfe  84 — tongue  clean — ap- 
petite impaired — thirfl;  confiderable — belly  coftive. 
The  menfes  have  appeared  once  only,  and  in  fmall 
quantity,  about  a  month  ago.  She  had  ufed  a  great 
variety  of  remedies,  of  the  nature  of  which  Ihe  was 
ignorant,  without  receiving  any  benefit. 

A  compound,  confiding  of  the  fubmuriate  of  mer- 
cury and  of  jalap,  at  firft  in  the  proportion  of  three 
grains  of  the  former,  and  ten  grains  of  the  latter, 
was  given.  This,  however,  producing  no  effeds, 
the  quantity  of  the  fubmuriate  of  mercury  was  in- 

creafed 
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creafed  to  five  grains,  and  that  of  the  jalap,  to  fif- 
teen grains.    It  was  repeated  four  times  in  eight 
days.    It  never  operated  above  four  times.  The 
feces  were  at  firft  natural :  they  afterwards  became 
black  and  fetid  ;  and  then  again  affumed  a  natural 
appearance.    The  involuntary  motions  gradually  be- 
came better :  they  ceafed  altogether,  in  eight  days ; 
and  on  the  tenth  day,  Ihe  was  difmilTed,  cured.  As 
the  cure,  however,  might  have  been  temporary  only, 
flie  was  defired  to  return  frequently  to  the  Infirmary. 
But,  although  fhe  prefented  herfelf  often,  flie  re- 
mained entirely  free  of  the  difeafe ;  and  her  coun- 
tenance exhibited  the  appearance  of  health  and  vi- 
gour. 
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MART  MURRjr\ 


Aged  15,  and  of  a  delicate,  irritable  habit,  was 
admitted  on  the  8th  of  June,  1804.    In  her,  the 
diftafe  had  commenced  about  three  months  be- 
fore, with  pains  in  her  legs  and  arms.    Thefe  pains 
(he  afcribed  to  cold,  and  they  were  removed  by 
laxatives,  and  external  appHcations.     After  this, 
involuntary  motions  gradually  came  on,  at  firft  in 
the  right  leg,  and  then  in  other  parts.    At  the  time 
ftie  was  admitted,  the  mufcles  of  the  head,  of  the 
lower  jaw,  of  both  fuperior  extremities,  and  of  the 
right  leg,  were  afFeded,  fo  that  ftie  could  hardly 
walk;  fhe  could  not  feed  herfelf ;  and  could  not 
fpeak  intelligibly.    She  was  affeded  alfo  with  fre- 
quent headachs  ;  with  great  imbecillity  of  the  mental 
faculties ;  with  frequent  fits  of  crying,  without  any 
evident  caufe  ;  and  with  fwelling  of  the  abdomen, 
towards  evening.    Pulfe  about  80— tongue  clean- 
appetite  good— belly  very  bound.    The  menfes  had 
never  appeared. 

To  this  patient,  five  grains  of  the  fubmuriate  of 
mercury,  and  fifteen  grains  of  jalap,  were  given  in 
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the  form  of  bolus,  every  day,  for  fourteen  days. 
After  this,  they  were  given  every  fecond  day  only, 
for  fix  days.  During  thefe  three  weeks,  this  medi- 
cine had  the  effect  of  producing  three  or  four  flools 
every  day.  At  firft,  the  ftools  were  of  a  natural  ap- 
pearance ;  afterwards  they  became  black,  and  very 
fetid  ;  gradually,  however,  they  alTumed  a  natural 
appearance.  During  this  time,  flie  became  ftronger. 
Her  countenance  alfumed  a  healthy  appearance,  and 
the  involuntary  motions  gradually  diminiflied,  fo 
that  fhe  was  able  to  walk  more  fteadily.  to  carry  li- 
quids to  her  mouth,  and  to  fpeak  more  diflindly. 

As  the  progrefs  of  the  cure  appeared  to  be  flow, 
a  compound,  confifliing  of  equal  parts  of  the  cincho- 
na officinalis,  and  of  the  Valeriana  filveflris,  was  gi- 
ven in  the  quantity  of  half  a  drachm  twice  a  day. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  above  purgative  was  occafion- 
ally  prefcribed,  whenever  there  was  any  tendency 
to  coflivenefs,  or  when  the  ftools  were  not  of  a  na- 
tural  appearance.    Under  this  plan,  which  continu- 
ed  three  weeks,  this  patient  gradually  got  better,  fo 
that  when  flie  was  difmiifed,  after  having  continued 
in  the  Infirmary  about  fix  weeks,  the  involuntary 
motions  had  entirely  ceafed,  and  fhe  was  in  perfecl 
health. 
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I  have  had  favourable  accounts  of  the  efficacy  of 
purgatives  in  chorea  from  Dr  Freer,  Profeffor  of 
the  Pra£tice  of  Phyfic  in  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow, 
from  Dr  Rhind,  Phyfician  in  Stirling,  and  from  Dr 
Wightman,  Phyfician  in  Dunbar  :  This  laft  gentle- 
man, in  a  letter  of  date  9th  of  January,  1806,  ad- 
drelTed  to  me,  inter  alia  thus  expreffes  himfelf :    "  I 
have  derived  confiderable  inftruftion  from  your  late 
valuable  treatife  on  the  ufe  of  purgative  medicines  in 
different  difeafes  ;  I  have  been  fuccefsful  in  curing  a 
very  obftinate  cafe  of  chorea  by  this  mode  ;  it  re- 
quired a  profecution  of  the  courfe  for  about  fix 
weeks,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  encouragement, 
which  you  held  out  in  the  cafes  you  detail,  I  frank- 
ly  acknowledge  I  Ihculd  have  abandoned  it,  before 
the  cure  was  compleated. 
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CASES  OF  HYSTERIA. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Sept.  1 2tb,  1 803. 
yEJN  DOUG^LD,  jEtatis  45. 

Seven  days  ago,  was  attacked  with  pain  of  abdo- 
men, borborygmi,  and  the  fenfe  of  a  ball  moving 
up  towards  her  throat,  occafioning  the  feeling  of 
fuftbcation,  after  which  flie  became  infenfible,  and 
continued  in  that  ftate  for  fome  time  ;  on  recovering 
Ihe  had  frequent  eruftations  of  flatus.  Since  that 
time,  Ihe  has  had  feveral  fits  of  the  fame  kind.  Pulfe 
about  70— belly  coftive — catamenia  have  ceafed. 

Habeat  bolum  e  jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

U  3  Sept. 


■ilO  APPENDIX,  NO.  VIII. 

Sepl.  \2th.    One  coflive  ftool. 

Repetatur  bolus  a  jalafia  cum  mercurio. 

"    l-'^th-    One  ftool  more  fluid  and  natural-- 

pain  of  abdomen,  erudlations,  and  hyfteric  fymptoms 
have  not  returned. 

Repetatur  bolus  a  jalapa  cum  mercurio. 

 \i^th.  Sumat  indies  folulionis  ajjcefatidce  unciam  dimidi- 

am,  ad  tertiam  vicem. 

- — -  23d.  Belly  has  been  regular,  ftomachic 
fymptoms  have  not  returned. 

Recipe — TinBurce  ajjafretidce  uncias  duas. 

Sig?ia,  fifteen  drops  twice  a  day  in  a  glafs  of 
\yater. 

PifmifTed  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary,  March.  i6th  1805. 

JEAN  LAWRIE,  JEtath  17. 

Is  fubje£t  to  violent  involuntary  and  irregular  mo- 
tions of  the  trunk  and  extremities,  which  generally 
laft  from  five  to  ten  minutes,  and  fometimes  return 
feveral  times  fucceffively,  without  any  apparent  caufe. 
Complains  of  fevere  headach  during  the  intervals, 
and  flying  pains  in  her  loins,  breaft,  and  extremities. 
Pulfe  at  prefent  104  and  weak — face  flulhed — Ikin 
hot,  alternating  with  a  fenfe  of  cold — ^belly  rather 
bound — catamenia,  which  were  fupprefled  for  up- 
wards of  four  months,  returned  about  eight  days 
ago. 

"Was  feized  yefterday,  while  walking,  with  pains 
in  the  breaft  and  back,  faintnefs  and  difficulty  of 
refpiration.  Thefe  continued  for  about  half  an  hour, 
and  were  fucceeded  by  a  fit,  as  above  defcribed. 
Has  been  fubje£t  to  headach,  vertigo,  and  ftomach 
complaints,  for  about  three  years. 

Habeat  quam  primum  bolum  jalapK  compojitttm,  et  poj}  boras 
quatuor,  ni  onus  a/vus  dejiciatur,  enema  domejiicum. 

u  4  March 
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March  I7th.  One  coftive,  but  in  other  refpecls 
natural  (tool — tongue  clean — pulfe  calm — headach 
continues,  with  flufhings  of  face — three  attacks  of 
fpafmodic  affeftion,  as  defcribed,  but  in  a  flight  de- 
gree, fince  admiffion — has  pafled  an  eafy  night. 

Habeat  pilulas  ex  aloe  et  colocynthide  duas,  quarta  quaque  hora 
iifquedum  Jluat  alvus. 

 18th.  Twelve  pills  taken — ^ivo  ftools  pro- 
cured—headach  is  relieved — one  fit  of  fhort  dura- 
tion, refembling  hyfteria. 

Habeat  quam  primum  enema  purgans  ;  et  eras  prima  mane  bo* 
lutn  jalapa  compojitumf  cum  calomelanas  grants  o£io. 

 19th.    Several  copious  dark  and  fetid  ftools 

after  the  injeftion — none  fince  the  bolus  of  this 
morning — headach  is  reheved — no  return  of  pa- 
roxyfm. 

Repetatur  enema  purgans  quam  primum. 

 20th.    Two  flight  fits — feveral  ftools. 

Repetatur  bolus  jalapce  cotnpojitusy  eras  mane. 

 21  ft.    No  recurrence  of  fits — pain  under 

the  fternum,  increafed  by  the  recumbent  pofture, 
continues — headach  gone — free  paflTage  of  belly — 
pulfe  calm. 

Imponatur  vejicatoritm  Jlerno  qua  dolet. 

March 
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March  23d.  Blifter  has  rifen  well,  and  pain  is 
relieved — ^no  ftool — ^no  recurrence  of  fit. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  bolus  jalapce  compofitus. 

 25th.    Has  had  full  paflage  of  belly — free 

of  complaint, 

Pilulas  ex  aloe  et  gamhogia  oBodecim. 

Signa,    One  or  two  occafionally  at  bed-time. 
Difmiffed  cured. 


Royal 
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Royal  Infirmary^  January  2d.  1806. 

IS  J  BELLA  BLACK,  JEtat'ts  1 8. 

Complains  of  fevere  pain  at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis, 
flight  headach  and  naufea,  with  paffing  ficknefs — 
fhe  defcribes  the  pain  as  if  the  fides  of  the  cheft  were 
drawn  together,  which  continuing  for  fome  time  re- 
laxes, and  (he  has  confiderable  eafe  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, when  the  pain  returns  with  the  fame  uneafy 
feeling — pulfe  about  80  and  full — tongue  white — 
belly  flow.  This  affeflion  came  on  fuddenly  about 
five  hours  ago  when  carrying  water  up  a  fl;air,  but 
fays  flie  has  been  fubjefl:  to  fimilar  attacks  for  fomc 
time. 

Bolutn  jalapa  compojitum, 

January  3d.    As  yet  no  fl:ool. 

Habeat  quam  primutn  bavjlum  ex  o/eo  ricini^  cum  olei  untia- 
Vrfpere  Ji  opus  Jit  enema  domejlicwn. 


January 
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Jan.  4th.  Headache  and  ficknefs — gaftrodynia, 
with  fenle  of  drawing  or  tightnefs,  are  abated — one 
return  only  of  fpontaneous  vomiting — pulfe  calm — 
tongue  clean — three  copious  ftoois  of  natural  appear- 
ance, but  fetid  fmell — an  eafy  night. 

Hah  eat  ptlulas  aloeticas  oBodecim^fumat  tres  onini  trihorio  ufque- 
dum  ilerum  exotierettir  alvus. 

 1 —  6th.    During  the  night  betwixt  the  4th 

and  5th,  fhe  complained  more  of  gaftrodynia,  and 
fhe  had  feveral  attacks  of  fyncope  with  feeling  of 
occafional  globus.  All  thefe  fymptoms  continued  to 
diftrefs  her  in  the  courfe  of  yefterday.  The  pills  laft 
prefcribed  having  been  taken  without  effecT:,  the  fol- 
lowing  folution  was  given. 

Recipe  —Infiiji  fennce  uncias  qitatuor. 

Tar  Iritis  potajpe  et  fodee  unciam  cum  femijjc., 

Infufi  lini  uncias  oBo. 

Mifce. 

She  paired  an  uneafy  night,  but  has  been  free  of 
complaint  fmce  morning.  Copious  dark  coloured, 
and  fetid  alvine  difcharge  has  been  procured. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  fex. 

Cras  primo  mane  infuftfennx  uncias  tres,  f.v  infiiji  lini  unciis  fex. 

 7th.    No  ftool.    Infufion  not  given  no 

complaint. 

Habeat  quam  primum  infufum  fenna  u(  heri  pr^fcriptum. 

Jan. 
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Jan  8th    Has  had  free  paffage  of  belly. 

Uabeat  fii/ulas  ex  a/ae  et  colocynthide  dmdccim. 

Si^na,  purgative  pills — one  or  two  at  bed  time. 
Diliaaifled  cured. 
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Royal  Infirmary^  January  ^$th,  1806. 
SARAH  MACMILLANy  JKtatis  14. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  inftant,  ihe  was  fud- 
denly  feized  with  ficknefs  and  fainting,  and  remain- 
ed for  fome  time  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility — when  (he 
began  to  laugh,  cry,  and  fcream  alternately,  and  the 
whole  body  became  agitated  with  violent  convulfive 
motions — in  the  courfe  of  three  hours  Are  became 
ealm,  and  feemed  to  fall  into  a  fleep,  but  was  ob- 
ferved  to  fob  and  figh  much — when  fhe  awoke,  fhe 
complained  of  headach,  and  an  uneafy  feeling  about 
the  prsecordia.    Yefterday  fhe  was  again  attacked 
in  a  fimilar  manner,  but  the  paroxyfm  was  preceded 
by  borborygmi  and  globus,  and  during  the  whole 
of  laft  night  the  fits  were  almoft  conftant— pulfe  at 
prefent  66 — tongue  white,  belly  faid  to  be  rather 
flow,  flie  complains  of  fevere  headach  and  pain  of 
loins — catamenia  appeared  for  the  firft  time  about 
ten  months  ago,  and  have  been  regular  and  are 
now  prefent.    During  the  firfl:  paroxyfm  fhe  took 
4  a  draught 


APPENDIX,  NO.  vnr. 

a  draught  containing  camphor,  but  without  re- 
Uef. 

Habeat  Jlatim,  bolum  jalapx  compofitum. 
Cras  mane  infufi /entice  uncias  trcs. 

January  26th.  Previous  to  the  exhibition  of  the 
infufion  of  fenna,  a  large,  coftive,  dark  coloured 
ftool  took  place— paffed  an  eafy  night  without  far- 
ther  attack  of  hyfteric  paroxyfm— the  laft  occurred 
yefterday  about  one  o'clock  afternoon. 

Sera  noBe  repetatur  bolus  jalape  compqfiius,  cum  mercurii  granis 
decern,  et 

Repetatur  cras  mane  infufum  fenna. 

 -—  27th.    Repeated  and  fevere  hyfteric  pa- 

roxyfms  in  the  courfe  of  laft  evening — complains  of 
headach — eyes  appear  dull — pulfe  about  80  and  foft 
^ — no  alvine  evacuation  fmce  the  exhibition  of  the 
bolus  and  infufion  of  fenna — after  the  celTation  of 
the  paroxyfms  Ihe  palTed  an  eafy  night — fluunt  ca- 
tamenia. 

Habeat  quain  primum  enema  purgans. 

Habeat pilulas  aloeticas  oBodecim—fumat  tfes  omni  trihorio. 

Et  pilulis  fumptisy  quadriborio  exaBo, 

"Repetatur  enema  purgans,  ni  plene  prius  exoneretur  alvus". 

Applkentur  hirudines  quatuor  utrique  tempori. 


January 
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January  28th.  Complains  ftill  of  headach — ^but 
eyes  are  lefs  heavy — pulfe  calm — no  return  of  hyf- 
teric  paroxyfm — fhe  has  paffed  an  eafy  night — fome 
food  taken — injeftion  of  laft  evening  was  followed 
by  copious  alvine  evacuation  at  different  motions — 
at  firft  the  feces  appeared  coftive,  the  latter  ones 
were  lefs  fo,  but  formed — the  whole  of  a  dark  co- 
lour and  fetid— the  pills  have  been  taken  without 
farther  efFedt — leeches  did  not  fucceed  well. 

Repetantur  omnia  ut  herd. 

 29th.    Alvine  evacuation  fmce  yefterday 

fufficiently  abundant — of  a  whitifh  colour,  and  feem- 
ingly  of  a  clayifli  confidence — headach  gone — eyes 
are  lively — two  flight  hyfteric  paroxyfms  laft  even- 
ing. 

Sera  noBe  haheat  bolum  jalapa  compojitum,  cum  mercurii granii 
oEio. 

Cras  mane  haujlum  ex  oleo  ricini,  cum  olei  drachmis  duodecim, 

 30th.    No  return  of  hyfteric  paroxyfm — - 

alvine  evacuation  plentiful,  fomewhat  fcybalous, 
otherwife  natural. 

Habeat  omni  mane  puheris  jalapet  compojiti  drachmam. 

February  ift.  As  yet  no  ftool — catamenia  pridie 
defluxerunt. 


Haheat 
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Habeat  quam  primum  infuft  fennce  uncias  quatuor  ; 

Vefpere  pilulas  aloelicas  quatuor. 

Cras  mane  repetatur  pulvis  jalapce  compofttus. 

Feb,  2d.  Pretty  full  alvine  evacuation — feces 
confiftent,  formed,  and  nearly  of  natural  appear- 
ance— free  of  complaint. 

Habeat  pulveris  radicis  jalaptt  femunciam  divifam  in  dofes  oElo. 

Signa,  laxative  powders — one  every  morning. 
 3d.   Difmiffed  cured. 
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CASES  OF  TETANUS. 


Royal  Injirmary,  Aug.  2yth  1805. 
DAVID  M^KENZIE,  JEtatis  66. 

C0MP1.AINS  of  moft  excruciating  pains  in  his  legs, 
,  thighs,  and  arms,  and  about  the  fcrobiculus  cordis  ' 
the  mufcles  of  his  legs  and  thighs  feel  hard  and  conl 
framed,  and  are  frequently  agitated  by  violent,  irre- 
gular,  and  involuntary  motions.  The  mufcles  of 
the  thorax  and  abdomen  are  occafionally  affefted 
vvith  the  fame  involuntary  motions,  giving  a  fenfe  of 
fuffocation,  and  fevere  pain.  Has  fometimes  a  diffi. 
culty  m  fwallowing-pulfe  90,  weak  and  hard-fea- 

^  turec 
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tures  much  fhrunk — tongue  foul — complains  of 
conftant  purging,  with  gripes — is  unable  to  articu- 
late, but  in  a  low  whifper. 

Says,  that  laft  night,  about  twelve  o'clock,  when 
afleep,  he  was  roufed  with  fevere  pain  in  his  legs  ; 
they  were  contraded,  and  he  was  unable  to  ftretch 
them  out.  In  about  an  hour,  the  pain  became  eafier, 
and  he  could  move  them  a  little,  but  the  pains  and 
fpafm  have  continued  to  recur  every  half  hour  fmce. 

Injiciatur  quam  primum  enema  anodynum,  cui  addantur  linBure 
opii  guttce  oBoginta. 

August  28th.  Laft  night,  about  the  time  he  was 
firft  feized,  the  fpafmodic  aftion  became  very  vio- 
lent. The  mufcles  of  his  legs  were  much  agitated, 
and  contrafted,  and  the  knees  drawn  up  towards  the 
ibdomen  ;  he  was  unable  to  fpeak  or  move  ;  the  injec- 
tion, which  was  given  about  two  hours  before,  was 
retained  only  a  few  minutes. 

Recipe — Camphora  grana  decenty 
Sacchari  drachmas  duas, 

Tere  Jimul  intime,  dein  adde^ 
Mucilaginis  mimofce  mloticce 

drachmam  et  dtmidiam. 
AqucE  unciam. 
Si  havjlus  Jlatim  fumendus. 


Aiiguft 
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•  Aug.  28th,  Noon.  Since  the  exhibition  of  the 
draught,  he  has  been  quiet,  and  flept  fome  ;  the  fpaf- 
modic  a6lion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  lower  extremities 
has  recurred,  but  not  fo  feverely— complains  ftill  of 
pain  about  the  fcrobiculus  cordis — thirfl  urgent — 
diarrhoea  continues — has  pafled  only  about  four 
ounces  of  urine,  fmce  admiffion. 

Continue tur  baujl.  e  camfiijora. 

Recipe— fartritisfofla  et  potaja  drachmas  fcx, 

Infuji fenna  uncias  duas, 

yfrjiia  uncias  fex  ; 
Sil  folutio  Jiatim  fumenda. 
Ho  beat  v'tni  rubri  uncias  oElo . 


 29th.    Paucity  of  urine,  and  prevalence  of 

diarrhoea  continued  ;  the  ftools  were  fcanty,  white- 
coloured,  and  fetid  —fmce  the  exhibition  of  the  ca- 
thartic, a  very  copious  alvine  evacuation  has  taken 
place ;  it  is  fluid,  of  a  mixed  greeiiifh  and  clayifh 
colour,  of  a  fomevvliat  acid  fmell,  and  otherwife  of  a 
peculiar  fetor. 

Two  camphor  draughts  have  been  given,  and  wine 

has  been  ufed-pulfe  is  lefs  hard— cramps  of  the 

lower  extremities  occafionally  recur  fmce  morning, 

but  the  involuntary  aftion  of  other  mufcles  has 

ceafed— countenance  lightened— he  has  enjoyed  fome 
fleep. 

^  2  Aug. 
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Repetatur  quam  pr'imum  folutio  cathartica,  qua  fumpta,  Boris 
quatuor  tlopftSt  accipiat  enema  piirgans  ;  alvo  reddita,  haheat  hati- 
Jlujji  cum  tinBurte  opii  guttis  quadraginta, 

Habeai  juris  boviniy  iibras  duas. 

Repetatur  •otnum. 

Intermiltatur  haujlus  cum  tamphora. 

Aug.  30th.  Injedion  given — was  foon  returned 
— ^he  has  had  very  copious  alvine  evacuation — fluid, 
of  a  dark-green  colour,  and  of  a  high,  and  peculiar 
fetor — pain  of  epigaftrium  gone — tvi^o  flight  attacks 
of  fpafm  of  the  lower  extremities,  laft  night — ^no 
other  irregular  mufcular  action  has  occurred — 
tongue  clean  and  moift — pulfe  feeble — a  peculiar 
fulnefs,  and  general  tenfion  of  abdomen  is  perceiv- 
ed wine  has  been  reliflied,  and  he  has  palTed  a  good 

night. 

Haheat  pilulas  aloeticas  duodecim ;  fumat  tres  omni  bihorio  ; 
hifcefumptis,  hobeat  enema  domejlkum,  ni  prius  exoneretur  alvus, 
Repetantur  vinum  et  haujlus  anodynus, 

,  .  31  ft.    Pills  and  injedion  given— feculent 

difcharge  lefs  copious  than  yefl:erday,  and  lefs  fetid  j 
is  of  a  clay-colour,  partly  fluid,  and  partly  fcyba- 
lous.  Fulnefs  and  tenfion  of  abdomen  gone— a  flight 
return  of  fpafm  of  the  lower  extremities  was  of 
Ihort  duration— furface  inclines  to  be  cold— pulfc 

feeble 
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feeble — drowfy,  with  pain  acrofs  the  forehead — 
pills  taken. 

Foveantur  crura,  tertia  quaque  hora^  femihorx  Jpatium, 
Contimentur  jufculum  bovinumy  et  vinum. 
Omittatur  haujius  anodynus. 

Sept,  ift.  Has  had  farther  alvine  evacuation — 
fluid,  of  a  more  natural  appearance,  without  fetor  or 
fcybala — fpafmodic  affeftion  has  once  appeared,  and 
has  been  flight — furface  warm — pulfe  firmer — pain- 
ful affection  of  both  eyes — headach  and  drowfioefs 
gone. 

jlbluat  oculos  folutione  fulphatis  %inct  fubinde. 

Habeat  eras  mane  pulveris  jalapce  compojxti fcrupulos  duos. 

Continuetur  vinum. 

 2d.  Pain  and  inflammation  of  eyes  are  relie- 
ved— one  fliort  and  flight  return  of  cramp  of  the 
lower  extremities — countenance  has  a  more  natural, 
and  more  lively  appearance — appetite  improving — 
no  fl:ool. 

Repetatur  quam  primum,  pulvis  Jalape  compofttus,  et  Defpere,  ft 
0pus  Jit,  accipiat  enema  domejlicum. 
Repetatur  vinum. 

 •  3d.    Has  pafled  an  indifferent  night — has 

had  longer  and  more  fevere  attack  of  cramp  in  the 
lower  extremities— a  coflive,  green,  and  fetid  fliool 

X  3  followed 
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followed  the  injedion,  when  previous  uneafinefs  fub- 
fided.  He  appears  more  languid,  but  pulfe  conti- 
nues  firmer,  and  furface  warm — tongue  clean  ap- 
petite declines. 

Habeat  infujt  fenna  uncias  fex. 

Unciam  quam  primum,  omni  hora  rtpetendam.    Infujo  fumpto, 
accipiat  itcriim  enema  domejlicum. 
Repetatur  vinum. 


Sept.  4th.  No  return  of  fpafmodic  affection — 
has  ufed  more  food — affection  of  eyes  gone,  and 
looks  are  improved — has  had  copious,  and  more  na- 
tural than  hitherto  alvine  evacuation,  upon  the  injec- 
tion being  given,  the  infufion  having  been  previoufly 
taken — complains  of  gripes. 

Recipe — Mucllaginis  mmofa  niloticce  femunciam, 
Magnejice  drachmas  duas, 
Pulveris  jalaptt  drachmam. 
Probe  mijlis  affunde  aque  uncias  fex. 

Mijiurce  agitata  fumat  unciam,  fecund^  vel  tertia  quaque  hora. 
flabeat  vini  rubri  libram  indies. 

•  •  5th.    Fluid  and  natural  alvine  evacuation  in 

full  quantity — gripes  continue. 

Sumat  dojim  mijlurx  e  magnefia,  quarta  quaque  hora — pilulam 
ihebaicam  vefpere. 
Repctalur  vinum. 


Sept. 
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Sept  7th.  Gripes  are  gone — fpafnis  have  not  re- 
curred— alvine  evacuation,  natural  and  plentiful — 
appetite  good. 

Intermittantur  medicamenta  et  vtnum. 

.        9th.    Belly  rather  open. 

Habeat  aqu<e  calcis  uncias,  tres,  quater  indies. 

•  ISth.    Belly  has  been  regular. 

Difmiffed  cured. 


In  this  cafe  the  early  exhibition  of  camphor  was 
accidental ;  and  the  ufe  of  it  was  fpeedily  relinquifli- 
ed.  I  ordered  laudanum  in  compliance  with  com- 
mon cuftom  ;  but  we  may  gather  from  the  report  of 
the  ift  September,  that  it  was  given  with  no  good 
efFeft.  The  fmall  quantity  of  wine  which  I  prefcrib- 
ed,  refpe£led  the  general  debility  and  exhaufted 
ftate  of  the  poor  patient,  fuffering  under  a  painful 
difeafe  ;  I  did  not  view  it  in  the  light  of  a  medicine 
operating  towards  a  cure,  which  I  conceive  to  have 
been  efl:"e£led  in  this  cafe,  by  the  purgative  medicines 
alone. 


Royal 
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Royal  hifirmary^  id  Nov,  1805. 
ALEXANDER  BULLER  Mtatis  35. 

Twice  in  the  courfe  of  lafl:  night,  and  once  fince 
morning  he  has  been  affefted  with  a  violent  fpafmo- 
die  aaion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  thorax  and  lower 
extremities,  during  the  continuance  of  which  he  was 
unable  to  fpeak  or  move,  and  breathed  with  much 
difficulty.    The  mufcles  of  the  extremities  felt  Hke 
flretched  cords  with  feveral  fmall  knots  in  different 
parts.    There  were  alfo  two  lumps  near  the  fcrobi- 
culus  cordis  evidently  formed  by  the  contraftion  of 
the  mufcles— thefe  lumps  on  the  ch^ft  were  only  of 
momentary  duration,  |3ut  returned  frequently  for  the 
fpace  of  five  or  fix  minutes.    The  affeftipn  of  the 
extremities  was  ftationary  for  that  period — he  com- 
plains of  conftant  pain  in  hjs  arms  and  fhoulders  im- 
peding the  free  motion  of  the  joints,  and  after  each 
attack  of  the  cramp  he  had  frequent  flatulent  eruc- 
tations—pulfe  quick  and  fharp — tongue  foul— belly 
very  coftive. 


Has 
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Has  been  in  the  houfe  for  about  a  month  for  a 
flight  venereal  affeaion,  for  which  he  ufed  mercury 
in  the  form  of  ointment— the  chancres  have  healed, 
and  his  mouth  which  was  affeded  is  now  quite  well 
—as  he  complained  of  coftivenefs,  he  was  ordered 
yefterday,  previous  to  the  prefent  complaints, 

P ulveris  jalapce  compofiti  drachmam, 

and  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  he  had  three  fetid, 
dark  coloured  and  coftive  ftools. 

Recipe — InfuJi  fennce  uncias  quinque, 

TinBurce  fcnna  compojitce  unciam^ 
h'fuji  lini  uncias  /ex. 
Sit  mijlura  cujus  fumat  uncias  tres  omni  hora  ufqucdum  Jluat 
ahus,  et  vefpere  ni  plene  alvus  foluta  fuerit  accipiat  enema  pur. 
gans.  ^ 

November  3d.  One  flight  attack  of  pain  of  breaft, 
with  afi^-eded  refpiration  as  defcribed,  and  alfo  of  the' 
left  lower  extremity— no  farther  recurrence  of  fpaf. 
modic  affedion— pain  of  fuperior  extremity  conti- 
nues,  with  fwclHng  of  left  wri(l  fmce  yefterday— 
pulfe  quick  and  fuU-infufion  being  given,  a  copious 
coftive  light  coloured  llool  enfued-injedion  being 
alfo  given,  was  followed  by  a  fluid  dark  coloured  al- 
yine  evacuation. 

Recipe— Haujlum  ex  oleo  ricini,  cum  old  uncia, 
Tinaur<e  fennx  compnjitce  unciam. 


Sit 
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Sit  mijiurajlatim  porrigenda,  el  vefpure Ji  opus  Jit  repetatuf  ene- 
ma purgans. 

jlpplicentur  hirudines  quatuor  metacarpo  dolentu 

Nov.  4th.  No  return  of  fpafm — wrift  lefs  pain- 
ed— tongue  clean — pulfe  calm — has  had  full  alvine 
evacuation — little  or  no  food  taken. 

Habeut  juris  bovini  libram^ 

CerevyicE  tenuis  libras  duas  Del  tres  indies. 

 5th.    Spafmodic  affection  with  oppreffed 

breathing  and  general  uneafinefs  of  the  mufcles  of 
the  abdomen  yefterday  evening.  This  attack  conti- 
nued only  for  a  few  minutes,  but  left  him  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  fick  and  faint — pain  of  left  wrift  is 
gone — pain  of  right  arm  and  of  right  wrift  has  fu- 
pervened — pulfe  calm — a  dark  coloured  ftool  in  the 
courfe  of  the  evening. 

Habeat  quam  primum. ptlulas  ex  aloe  et  colocynthide  duodecimo 

Sumat  tres  omni  bihorto. 

Jlecipe — hf'ifi  fettnce  uncias  quatuor, 

Infuji  lini  uncias  fex. 
Sit  miftura,  pilulis  fumptis,  duabusvicibus  porrigenda. 

 6th.  Pain  and  fwelling  of  right  wrift  con- 
tinue— fpafraodic  affedion  has  not  recurred— pulfe 
about  70  and  foft — copious  fluid  and  fetid  alvine  dif- 
charge-  a  bad  night. 

AppUcentur 
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Appluentur  hirudines  quatuor  carpo  dolenti. 
Habeat  haujltim  anodynum  vefpere. 

Cras  mane  huujlum  ex  oleo  ricini,  cum  olei  uticia  et  tinBura 
fenncE  compojiue  drachmis  quatuor. 

Nov.  7th.  Pain  of  wrift  relieved — no  return 
of  cramp — an  eafier  night — third,  of  which  he  had 
complained,  is  abated  — pulfe  foft — alvine  evacuation 
fcanty,  of  a  clay  colour  and  fetid. 

Habeat  piiulas  aloeticas  duodecim,  fumat  tres  omni  triborio. 

 8th.    Thirft  more  abated  with  improving 

appetite — an  eafy  night — no  return  of  cramp — al- 
vine difcharge  more  copious  than  hitherto,  partly 
fluid,  and  partly  of  unuluai  confiftence,  fetid,  and 
of  a  clay  colour — twelve  pills  taken, 

Habeat  omni  mane  puhcris  jalapce  compofilif 
Scrupulos  duos. 
Continuetur  baujlus. 

 9th.    He  continues  convalefcent — pretty 

copious  alvine  difcharge,  difcoloured  and  fetid. 

Repetatur  pulvis  jalapce  compojttus. 


— — — —  10th.  Three  copious  alvine  evacuations 
of  more  natural  appearance  and  confiftence,  and  lefs 

fetid 
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fetid  than  hitherto — free  of  complaint — appetite 
good. 

Habeat  pulveris  jalapce  conipojitifemidrachmam,  omni  mane. 

Full  diet. 


 ]3th.    Belly  open — feces  natural. 

A  bit  of  beef  fteak  daily. 

.   14th.    Belly  rather  open — ftools  natural 

— free  of  complaint — ftrength  and  appetite  muQh  re- 
covered. 

Habeat  aquae  calcis  uncias  duodecim,  partitis  vicibus  indies, 

 17th.    Belly  regular. 

Omittatur  aqua  calcis. 

 19th.    DifmilTed  cured. 


If  the  fymptoms,  in  this  cafe,  are  not  precifely 
thofe  of  tetanus  ;  they  certainly  denote  a  difeafe 
greatly  refembling  it.  And  if  mercury,  as  fome 
maintain,  removes  the  fevereft  tetanic  fpafm,  it  may 
appear  Angular  that  it  had  no  effed  in  averting  that, 
which,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  fupervened  fo  imme-, 
diately  upon  a  full  mercurial  courfe. 

Eoyal 
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Royal  Infirmajy^  Dec.  if^tb  1805. 

BEfrr  NESBI-T,  JEtatis  24. 

Complains  of  fevere  pain  at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis^ 
and  along  the  margin  of  the  falfe  ribs  of  the  left 
fide — alfo  of  fhooting  pains  in  the  back  of  the  neck 
defcending  along  the  fpine — occafional  fevere  head- 
ach  accompanied  with  pain  in  the  orbits  and  much 
dimnefs  of  fight — general  debility  and  lofs  of  appe- 
tite— pulfe  96  and  foft — tongue  clean— belly  flow — 
catajnenia  have  been  fupprefled  for  three  months, 
during  which  time  ihe  has  had  thefe  complaints ; 
which,  however,  have  been  much  aggravated  for  the 
laft  fortnight,  and  attended  with  obftinate  coftivenefs 
— was  blooded  and  got  fome  medicines,  of  which  flie 
can  give  no  account. 

Hahect  eras  mane  bolum  jalaps  compqfitum. 

December  30th.  One  fcanty  fluid  green  coloui'ed 
flool. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  duodecim  fumat  duas  omni  bihorto. 
Pt/u/is  fumpiis,  aca'piat  enema  purgansji  opus  fit. 

Dec. 
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Dec.  31ft.  Headach  and  pain  of  the  orbit  of 
both  eyes  are  relieved— pain  of  fcrobiculus  cordis 
and  along  the  margin  of  the  falfe  ribs,  ftiffnefs  and 
pain  of  hind  neck,  fhooting  down  the  fpine,  continue. 
This  laft  feems  to  excite  or  is  accompanied  with  oc- 
cafional  fpafmodic  affeftions  of  both  arms — has  had 
copious  and  dark  coloured  alvine  evacuation — pills 
have  been  taken  and  injeflion  given. 

Repetantur  pilulce  aloeticce  ut  heri. 

Cras  prima  mane  haheat  infufi  fenixds  uncias  qualuor,  ex  infufi  iini 
unciis  fex,  duabus  vicibus. 

January  ift,  1806.  Sicknefs  farther  relieved,  and 
headach  and  pain  of  the  orbits  lefs  uneafy  than  yef- 
terday — alfedion  of  hind  neck,  of  fpine,  and  the 
fpafms  continue — has  had  plentiful  alvine  evacuation 
— the  firft  motion  was  coftive — latter  ones  lefs  fo, 
but  confiftent  j  the  whole  of  natural  appearance. 

Repetantur  pilules  aloetict,  et  itifufum  fennce  ut  heri. 

 2d.   The  affedions  of  hind  neck,  of  fpine, 

and  of  both  arms  have  been  more  fevere  during  laft 
night  and  this  morning  ;  all  of  thefe,  but  particu- 
larly the  latter,  fhe  now  admits  have  been  prefent 
twelve  months,  and  came  on  after  much  mental  agi- 
tation.   Has  had  fpontaneous  vomiting — alvine  dif- 

charge 
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charge  has  been  copious,  and  confifts,  chiefly  of  large 
fcybala  floating  in  a  dark  green  fetid  fluid. 

Continuentur  pilulce  aloetica,  et  infufum  fennce. 

Jan.  3d.  Pretty  copious  alvine  difcharge,  con- 
taining fcybala,  but  in  other  refpeds  more  natural 
than  yefterday — retching  has  occurred. 

Recipe — Carhonalis  magnejice, 

Pulveris  radicis  rhei  utriufqiie,  grana  quindecim. 
Mifce,fiant  pulveris  tales  dhodecim.  . 
Sumnt  ^inum  omni  bihorio,  ex  aqua  men  thee 
Uficia  cum  femiU'e^  ufquedum  iterum  jiuat  alvus. 

 4th.  Twelve  powders  taken — alvine  eva- 
cuation fcanty,  more  natural  and  lefs  fcybalous — 
pain  of  the  orbits  ftill  more  reheved — that  of  hind- 
neck  and  fpafmodic  affeflion  confiderably  abated — 
no  return  of  vomiting — headach  continues— gaflro- 
dynia  aggravated. 

Habeat  quam  primum  pilulas  thebaicas  tres. 
Vejpere  enema  purgans. 
Intermiltantur  pulveres  rhei. 

"  5th.    Gaftrodynia  continued  fevere  du- 

ring the  firfl  part  of  the  night — it  remitted  towards 
morning,  and  is  now  nearly  gone  — headach  is  abat- 
ed— pain  of  hind  neck,  of  orbits,  and  fpafm  have, 
difappeared — has  had  fcanty  alvine  evacuation. 

>/7. 
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Jan.  Gth.    Recipe — Sulphatis  magnefi^e  drachmas  quihque^ 
Supcrtartrhis  polajfa  drachmam^ 
Infufi  fcnnce  iincias  tres, 
Infuji  lini  iincias /ex. 

Sltfolutio  quam  primum,  duabus  vicibus,fumenda. 


8th.    Alvine  evacuation  upon  the  exhibi- 


tion of  the  laft  phyfic  rather  fcanty — headach  and 
pain  of  orbits  are  returned. 

Rep£tatur  Jolutio  fulphatis  magneJitE  ut  fupra. 

 9th.    Has  had  full  alvine  evacuation— 


headach  is  gone — -pain  of  orbit  continues. 

u4pplicentur  cucurbitulce  cum  ferro  utrique  tempori,  et  e  Jingulis 
teniporibus  effluant  fanguinis  uncice  tres  vel  quatuor. 


10th.   Pain  of  orbits  gone,  and  otherwife 


free  of  complaint — full  quantity  of  blood  taken. 

Habeat  ptlulas  aloeticas  tres  omni  noBe. 
Sulphatis  magnejice  drachmas  quatuor  omni  mane. 

Full  diet,  ^• 


13th.    Belly  has  been  fully  regular. 


Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  triginta  fex. 

Laxative  pills — two,  three,  or  four  for  a  dofe,  when 
neceflary. 

Difmifl'ed  cured. 
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i. 

CASES  OF  CHRONIC  DISEASES/ 


Royal Lifirmary,  March  igth.  1804^ 

MARGARET  CLJPl^mTOK  yEtatis  .0. 
Complains  of  fixed  pain  fituated  in  the  left  Hde 
with  occafional  difficulty  of  .refpiration,  .p^in  at  fto-' 
mach,  with  flatulence,  and  lofs  or  appetite^^ain  of 
loins-catan.enia  have  been  ivre«^ular-pulfe  about 
90,  and  full.  There  complaints  began  about  twelve 
months  ago.  with  pain  of  ftomach,'  and  have  gra^ 
dually  mcreafed  fince. 

March  20.    Bohm  jalapcr  compofttum,  vcfpere. 

Irtfufijerma  uncias  duas,  eras  mane. 

^  March 
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March  21ft.  Copious  alvine  evacuation — pain  of 
fide,  of  loins,  and  flatulence  ftill  continue— pulfc 
go — ftomach  is  relieved. 

Cras  mane  refietatut  bolus  jnlapce  compoftlus. 
Infufi  amari  unciam  dimidiam,  quater  de  die. 

.  .  22d.   Pain  of  ftomach  ftill  farther  abated, 

and  flatulence  relieved-pain  of  fide  and  loins  con- 
tinue-copious  alvine  dark  coloured  difcharge. 

Recipe— Carbonatis  magnefue  fcrupulum, 

Fulveris  jalaps  grana  decern  ;  fiat  puhis  omni  mane 

fumendus. 
Contlnuetur  infufum  amarum. 

.  26th.  Belly  has  been  regular— ftools  of  a 
natural  appearance^pain  of  fide  gone-that  of  loins 
continues— pulfe  calm. 

Continuentur  puhis  carbonatis  magnefa,  &c. 


^_  27th.   Pain  of  loins  gone. 

Habeatpulveris  Jalap,  et  magnefi.,  et  fuprc  pr.fcrrptum 


nu- 


mero  vigtnti. 

Difmiffed  cured. 


Royol 
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Royal  hfirmary^  Jan.  ii^th  1803. 
■     EUPHJN  MMGLtS,  Mtatis  29. 

Complains  of  pain  and  fenfe  of  weight  at  the  fcro- 
biculus  cordis  increafed  on  preffure,  with  occafional 
ficknefs,  and  vomiting  of  ingefta— lofs  of  appetite- 
is  much  emaciated— pulfe  72— tongue  clean— cata- 
menia  regular— no  pafTage  of  belly  for  eight  days, 
during  which  the  above  fymptoms  have  been  much 
aggravated,  though  by  account,  Ihe  has  been  more 
or  lefs  fubjeft  to  them  for  about  two  months,  during 
which  fhe  has  been  habitually  coftive. 

Enema  domejlicum  Jlatim. 

Cr as  prima  mane,  lartritis  fodcc  et  potajfa  unciam  ex  aqua,  dua- 
Bus  vicibus. 

January  14th.  Three  ftools— the  firft  by  the  in. 
jeftion  was  coftive,  the  .  two  latter,  fmce  the  exhibi- 
tion  of  the  laxative,  fcanty.  Pain^  of  epigaftrium, 
and  ficknefs  continue.  ' 

Recipe^Filulas  aloeticas.  duoaecim. 
Sumat  duas  omnitrihorio. 


Y  2 


January 
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Jan.  15th.  Stomachic  fymptoms  and  unearinefs 
of  abdomen  continue — one  very  fcanty  and  coftive 
ftool — the  twelve  pills  taken. 

•  'Injkiatur  quam  primum  enema  fturgans, 
Repetantur  pilulce  aloeliceE^  ut  heri fumendx. 

,  1 6th.  A  fcanty  ftool  after  the  injedion  ; 
another  more  abundant,  and  of  more  natural  ap- 
pearance, fmce  morning — pain  of  epigaftrium  and 
ficknefs  are  relieved — vomiting  has  not  recurred — 
tongue  clean— pulfe  calm — ^an  indifferent  night. 

Recipe — TinBura  fennce  compof^tcs  drachmas  feptem, 

TinBurce  opii  atntnoniatie  drachwatn. 
Sit  haujluiy  uefpere  fumendus. 

  17th.   Two  ftools,  both  fcanty,  by  account, 

of  natural  appearance — pain  of  epigaftrium  and  fick- 
nefs continue  eafier — ^no  vomiting — a  good  night. 

Repetatur  haujiust  ut  heru 

 — .  I8th*   Two  fto6ts^1:opious,'ahd  o^^^ 

appearance— continues  convalefcent— an  eafy' night. 

Continuetur  baujlus  e  tinBura  fennd. 

.  19th;    One  fcanty  ftool — a  good  night. 

FUulas  aloeticas  quatuor,  veffiere^ 

hifufi 
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T/ifuj!  fennee  uncias  tres^  ex,  infufi  lint  vnciis  feXf  eras  prime 
mane. 

Intermittatur  tinBura  fenn*  compq/tta. 

Jan.  20th.  Two  fcanty  ftools  fince  morning — 
pain  of  epigaftrium  continues  eafy — a  good  night. 

Filulas  aloeticas  duodecimo  duas  omni  trihorioy  ufque  dttm  rite 
fluat  alvui. 


21  ft.    By  account,  has  had  two  copious  na- 


tural ftools. 
Free  of  complaint. 

Habeat  omni  mane,  puiveris  rhei  gratia  duodecim. 


22d.    Appetite  improves — ^belly  regular. 


Continuetur  puivis  rhei. 


 25th.    Belly  has  become  flow — complains 

of  headach,  and  fpontaneous  vomiting  occurred  in 
the  courfe  of  yefterday — tongue  clean — pulfe  calm. 

Sulphatis  magne/ice  drachmas  quatuor^ 
Supertartritis  potajfce  drachmam^ 
Sumantur  qvam  primum,  ex  aqua. 

Habeat  pu/veris  jalapa  compqfiii  dracbmam  dimidiam  omni  mane. 
Intermittatur  rheum. 


  26th.     No  return  of  vomiting — headach 

abated. 

Y  3  Pretty 
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Pretty  copious  dark  coloured  alvlne  difcharge. 


Jan.  2Vth.  Belly  is  regular  j  in  other  refpeds 
convalescent. 

Conf  '.nvetur  puivis  jalape  covipofitu^. 

Fulldiet. 

 30th.    No  flool  for  two  days. 

Recipe — Sulphatis  magnejite  drachmas  quatuor, 

Supertariritis  potaJJ'a, 

Foliorum  fennce,  utriufque  drachmam. 
Infundantur  fernihoram  in  aquce  fervidce  unciis  o£loy  quam  pri- 
ptum  fumenda. 

Feb'  ^tff.  .  Recipe — ExtraBi  cathartici  drachmas  duas,  in  pi- 

lulas  trigivta  equates  divifas 

Signentur,  laxative  pills,  one  or  two  when  necef- 
farv 

Difmifled  cured. 


Edinburgh, 
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Edinburgh,  Oa.  1805. 
A  young  woman  of  a  delicate  conftitution,  but 
not  liable  to  general  bad  health,  was  feized  with  fre- 
quent violent  and  bound  cough,  unattended  with 
pain  of  breaft,  dyfpncea,  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  or  heat  of 
furface.  In  order  to  mitigate  the  cough,  the  feveri- 
ty  of  which  excited  much  alarm,  left  rupture  of  vef- 
fels,  and  hjemoptyfis  fliould  enfue  ;  bloodletting  was 
praftifed  once  and  again,  and  a  blifter  was  applied 
to  the  breaft  j  while  a  low  regimen  was  enjoined, 
and  laudanum  was  given  to  procure  fleep,  which  the 
cough  had  altogether  baniftied.  Thefe  means  fo 
likely  to  have  procured  relief,  were  of  no  avail. 

The  experience  of  the  efFed  of  fome  purgative  me- 
dicines, which  had  been  given  in  the  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  proved  that  the  patient  was  either  of  a  pecu- 
liarly conftipated  habit  of  body,  or  laboured  under 
temporary  conftipation.  It  feemed,  therefore,  rea- 
fonable  to  me,  as  well  as  to  another  medical  gentle- 
man in  attendance,  to  force  the  alvine  evacuation  by 
more  powerful  medicines,  than  we  had  as  yet  em- 
ployed. We  fucceeded,  but  not  without  difficulty, 
in  attaining  the  obje6t  in  view.  The  appearance  and 
odour  of  the  feces  evinced  their  morbid  ftate ;  while 
the  quantity  that  was  diflodged  proved  that  the  fe- 

Y  4  culent 
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culent  accumulation  liad  been  great.  And  there  was 
no  doubt  of  thefe  circumftances  having  been  the 
caufe  of  the  aihnent,  for  the  celfation  of  the  cough, 
and  the  progrefs  of  convalefcence  kept  pace  with  the 
gradual  unloading  of  the  bowels.  Our  patient  was 
fo  fatisfied  of  this,  that  Ihe  readily  agreed  to  follow 
out  a  regular  courfe  of  purgative  medicines,  in  order 
to  preferve  her  bowels  in  a  regular  ftate  of  daily  and 
full  evacuation. 


This  patient  four  months  afterwards,  had  another 
attack  of  peroral  fymptoms,  different  however  from 
the  former  one.  She  now  complained  of  acute  fixed 
pain  acrofs  the  lower  part  of  the  fternum,  aggravat- 
ed by  the  gentleft  bodily  exertion^  and  attended  with 
great  languor  and  feeblenefs.  Her  appetite  was  al- 
together gone — (he  pafTed  fleeplefs  nights— her  coun- 
tenance betokened  much  diilrefs — her  cheeks  were 
alternately  flufhed  and  pale.  With  thefe  fymptoms 
fhe  had  no  cough,  and  when  completely  at  reft,  even 
in  the  recumbent  pofture,  no  dyfpnoea. 

On  the  firfl  attack,  the  pain  was  fo  violent,  as  to 
threaten  inftant  fuffocation,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  averted  only  by  a  prompt  and  copious  blooding. 
Bloodletting  was  afterwards  repeated,  which,  as  well 
as  bliftering,  was  of  no  ufe  j  the  application  of  leeches 

feemed 
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feemed  to  mitigate  the  pain ;  and  on  account  of  it, 
low  diet  was  enjoined. 

The  other  medical  gentleman  in  attendance,  and 
I,  trufting  to  the  account  of  our  patient,  and  to  the 
appearance  of  one  alvine  evacuation,  were  fatisfied 
that  the  belly  was  regular  j  and  we  were  the  more 
readily  fo,  as  our  patient,  ever  fince  her  former  in- 
difpofition,  had  been  accuftomed  to  attend  to  this  cir- 
cumftance. 

Difappointed  in  our  expeftations  of  relief,  we  now 
became  ferioufly  alarmed,  dreading  the  exiftence  of 
vomica,  with  which  we  conneded  apprehenfions  of 
impending  phthifis.  Thefe  fears  were  not  altogether 
concealed  from  the  friends  of  our  patient,  who  imme- 
diately afked  the  affiftance  of  another  medical  gentle- 
man. 

Our  joint  opinion  now  turned  upon  the  probabi- 
lity, that  the  difeai'e  might  depend  upon  nervous  ir- 
ritation. Exercife  in  the  open  air,  a  fuller  diet,  and 
a  tonic  powder  and  mixture,  were  propofed.  The 
patient's  inability  to  bear  the  flighteft  motion,  and 
her  total  want  of  appetite,  precluded  compliance  with 
the  two  firfl  pi-opofals  ;  and  the  tonic  medicines  ta- 
ken with  great  reludance,  were  fcarcely  in  ufe,  when 

a  copious. 
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a  copious,  fluid,  dark  coloured,  and  peculiarly  fetid 
ftool  arrefted  our  attention.  The  previous  hiftory 
of  this  patient*s  health,  and  the  prefent  occurrence, 
indicated  clearly  our  line  of  pra£tice.  Much  fetid 
feculent  matter  was  brought  off  by  appropriate  pur- 
gative medicines  ;  immediate  abatement  of  the  pain 
took  place,  and  complete  relief  in  all  refpecls  foon 
enfued.  In  eight  or  ten  days  no  veftige  of  complaint 
remained.    The  patient  is  now  perfectly  well. 


Royal 
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Royal  hifirmary^  Feb.  'jth  1805. 

JEAN  MCDONALD,  jEtatis  2^. 

Complains  of  pain,  and  fenfe  of  weight  at  the 
epigaftric  region,  increafed  on  preffure,  vomiting  of 
ingefta,  in  an  acid  ftate,  with  frequent  eruaations, 

headach,  and  vertigo,  vague  pains  in  her  limbs  

Arength  is  impaired— lofs  of  flefh — appetite  bad— 
pulfe  80 — fkin  cool — tongue  white  and  moift— 
thirfty— belly  is  habitually  coftive— catamenia  have 
been  fupprefled  a  twelvemonth,  during  which  period 
fhe  has  been  more  or  lefs  diftrefled  with  the  above 
fymptcms — has  ufed  no  remedies. 

Feb.  8th.    No  ftool  fmce  admiflion. 

Recipe— ExtraBi  co/ocynibidis  compofui  drachwam  et  dimidiam. 

Forma  in  pilulas  viginti  quatuor. 
Sumat  duas  omni  bihorio  ttfquedum  refponderit  alvus. 

 9th.  Three  copious  ftools,  of  a  dark  green. 

ifli  colour,  and  fetid-fenfe  of  weight  at  fcrobiculus 
cordis—headach  and  vertigo  are  confiderably  reliev- 
ed.   Sixteen  pills  taken. 

Feb, 
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Feb.  1 0th.  Three  copious,  and  in  appearance, 
more  natural  ftools,  fince  yefterday.  Spontaneous 
vomiting,  and  acid  eructations  do  not  recur — indif- 
ferent appetite. 

 1 1  th.    Vomiting  occurred  in  the  evening" — 

gaftrodynia  fince  morning. 

Recipe — Carbcnatis  ma^nejia  fcrupulos  duost 

Pulveris  rhei fcrupulum, 
Sumontur  ex  aqut  mentha  piper itidis  uncits  duahus. 

■  1 2th.    Gaftrodynia  gone — vomiting  has  not 

recurred,  and  in  other  refpefts  is  free  of  complaint 
— tongue  clean — pulfe  calm — no  ftool. 

Suma'  Jiatim  infuji fenne  uncias  tres,  ex  infufi  lini  unciisfex. 
Sera  noEle  enema  purgans^Ji  opus  Jit, 

■         1 3th.    A  copious,  confiftent,  blackifh,  and 

fetid  ftool,  upon  the  exhibition  of  the  iniedion — ge- 
neral pain  of  abdomen — pulfe  calm. 

Pi/u/as  aloeticas  fedecim. 
Tres  omni  trihorto. 

 14th.    Has  had  feveral  ftools,  of  dark,  or 

greenifh  appearance— the  alvine  difcharge  on  the 
whole,  copious— pain  of  abdomen  gone—nine  pills 
taken. 

Ha  beat 
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Habeat  falis  polycbrejli  drachmam  dimidianty 
Pulveris  rhaei  grana  quindecim. 
Su  puhis  otnni  mane  fumendus. 

Full  diet. 

Feb.  18th.  Has  had  regular  flools,  and  conti- 
nues convalefcent. 

Recipe — Sulphatis  magnejie  uncianiy 
Super turtritis  potaj]£^ 

Sulphatis  p')taffd;  turn  fuiphure^  utriufque  drschmat 
duas, 

Signentur,  to  be  dlflblved  in  a  pint  and  a  half  of 
water,  and  a  tea-cupful  taken  each  morning. 
DifmifTed  cured. 


FINIS. 


FRINTED  BT  C.  STEWART, 
EDINBURGH. 
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